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From: Howard Baskin
To: Rick Brown; 
cc: Hooker, Kara; Carole Baskin; 
Subject: Re: FW: 2 quick questions
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:13:33 AM
Attachments: image001.png 
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Rick we went to both Lowe's and Tractor Supply and bought what is labelled as 9 ga wire.  We also 
bought one of those round wire gauges to measure wire.   I am wondering if we are using the tool 
wrong.  
 
I assumed that you put the wire through the round hole to test it.  When I look online at how these ga 
measurements translate into inches, they are in a gradual progression as one would expect.  But, the 
round holes here are not.  For instance, in the image below, the #13 is MUCH bigger than the #14.  
And the #9 hole is almost the same size as the number #13 hole.  This wire we bought, labelled #9, 
fits in the #13 hoe. 
 
I hope you will forgive if this is a stupid question, but do you know if you use this tool by putting the 
end of the wire into the round hole.  The alternative is to use the flat slot leading to the hole, and that 
does appear to be in a steady progression.  So I am wondering if the way to use the tool is to push the 
slot against the wire from the side and see if the wire fits through the slot?
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Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell happened.


 
On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 10:54 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote: 


Mr. Baskin,


 


Please see below. 


 


Thanks



tel:813-889-7244
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Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on your experience 
with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Brown, Rick  
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 10:52 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: King, William 
Subject: FW: 2 quick questions


 


I contacted a class one facility with big cats.  They use both Spar Feed Supply and 
Tractor Supply.  They tell me that the wire sold at Tractor Supply seems to be of a 
poorer quality than what Spar Supply provides.


 


http://sparrbuilding.com/products.html


 


http://www.tractorsupply.com/?cm_mmc%3DSEM-_-Bing-_-Brand-_-
TSC&iv_=__iv_m_e_c_5086332977_k_24252575442_g_270981576_p_2_q_tractor
%20supply_b_bp_d_c_vi__
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As far as the aluminum is concerned, unless it is strength equivalent, aluminum is not 
authorized and because some of it can look like steel, I use a magnet to confirm one 
way or the other.  We did not need to use a magnet at BCR.


 


Hope all is well,


 


Rick


 


Investigator R. K. Brown


Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission


Northeast Region


1-A Max Brewer Memorial Parkway


Titusville, FL 32796


352.732.1225 office


888.404.FWCC (3922) - Wildlife Alert! 


Patrol, Protect, Preserve


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 7:27 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: 2 quick questions


 


Kara we have been searching for 9 ga tie wire unsuccessfully.  We ordered 
from Granger what it said was 9 ga and it turned out to be guitar wire.  
Could you inquire if any of your folks know a source for 9 ga tie wire?



tel:352.732.1225
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Second, I understand the investigators were using magnets to test for 
aluminum.  Is there a problem using aluminum if we find it?


 


Thanks! 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: Re: Possilbe to talk briefly Monday?
Date: Saturday, November 08, 2014 3:27:16 PM


I should be in the office Monday for a couple of hours. When would be a good 
time to call? 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Nov 7, 2014, at 6:36 PM, "Howard Baskin" <howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.
org<mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org>> wrote: 
 
Carole and I are at a conference in California and when I called the office said 
you were out today but back Monday. Today 3 FWC officials came for six hours.  
I won't have my phone on during the seminars, but is there a time Monday that 
you might have just a few minutes to speak with you?  I would appreciate it very 
much. 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
Subject: name confusion
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:14:00 AM


Kara this may be my second dumb question of the day, but I thought the 
person we spoke with on the phone was named Mike King.  On the emails 
I see King, William, but because it was a forwarded email I cannot see the 
email address associated with the name.  We did a more work since 
Thursday and I'd like to send him an updated version of our Comments 
document.  Can you clarify who is who and the email address?  Thanks! 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: Possilbe to talk briefly Monday?
Date: Saturday, November 08, 2014 3:47:04 PM


Would 10:30 your time monday work?  Don't mean to interrupt your weekend 
but could also talk today if better for u.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Howard Baskin 
Big Cat Rescue 
 
 
> On Nov 8, 2014, at 12:27 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> 
wrote: 
> 
> I should be in the office Monday for a couple of hours. When would be a good 
time to call? 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
> On Nov 7, 2014, at 6:36 PM, "Howard Baskin" <howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.
org<mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org>> wrote: 
> 
> Carole and I are at a conference in California and when I called the office said 
you were out today but back Monday. Today 3 FWC officials came for six hours.  
I won't have my phone on during the seminars, but is there a time Monday that 
you might have just a few minutes to speak with you?  I would appreciate it very 
much. 
> 
> 
> Howard Baskin 
> Advisory Board Chairman 
> Big Cat Rescue 
> 813-889-7244 Direct 
> 813-505-5565 Cell 
> Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
> 
> 
> "The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
> 
> Anonymous 
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> 
> Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 








From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
cc: Rick Brown; 
Subject: gauge solved
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:14:10 AM


I should have done this before I emailed Rick.  Found a video online on 
how to use the gauge and we were indeed doing it wrong.  Sorry. 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: Possilbe to talk briefly Monday?
Date: Saturday, November 08, 2014 3:48:16 PM


Any time monday that is best for u is fine after that if 10:30 not good. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Howard Baskin 
Big Cat Rescue 
 
 
> On Nov 8, 2014, at 12:27 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> 
wrote: 
> 
> I should be in the office Monday for a couple of hours. When would be a good 
time to call? 
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> 
> On Nov 7, 2014, at 6:36 PM, "Howard Baskin" <howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.
org<mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org>> wrote: 
> 
> Carole and I are at a conference in California and when I called the office said 
you were out today but back Monday. Today 3 FWC officials came for six hours.  
I won't have my phone on during the seminars, but is there a time Monday that 
you might have just a few minutes to speak with you?  I would appreciate it very 
much. 
> 
> 
> Howard Baskin 
> Advisory Board Chairman 
> Big Cat Rescue 
> 813-889-7244 Direct 
> 813-505-5565 Cell 
> Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
> 
> 
> "The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
> 
> Anonymous 
> 
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> Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 








From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: RE: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
Date: Monday, December 01, 2014 10:55:47 AM


Its myfwc.com not .gov 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:11 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Fwd: Delivery Status Notification (Failure) 
 
My email to Rick Brown copying you bounced, but I did use the email address I 
see.  I wonder if he cannot accept photos? 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
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---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mail Delivery Subsystem <mailer-daemon@googlemail.com<mailto:mailer-
daemon@googlemail.com>> 
Date: Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 11:05 AM 
Subject: Delivery Status Notification (Failure) 
To: howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org<mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org> 
 
 
Delivery to the following recipient failed permanently: 
 
     Rick.Brown@MyFWC.gov<mailto:Rick.Brown@MyFWC.gov> 
 
Technical details of permanent failure: 
DNS Error: Address resolution of myfwc.gov<http://myfwc.gov>. failed: Domain 
name not found 
 
----- Original message ----- 
 
X-Google-DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; 
        d=1e100.net<http://1e100.net>; s=20130820; 
        h=x-gm-message-state:mime-version:in-reply-to:references:date 
         :message-id:subject:from:to:cc:content-type; 
        bh=0FsC1FaN5RrvQzF3bjmhFdQQs87xIgr1hqfDxhXu1H4=; 
        b=ElHDPh3exLveUVdVI3OPUAdunW5i5x342NyqGLtm4D1t61UwppEKrPE/
uKSUUkPylF 
         Ji7baWlc0CdAe/
aaR1If8itrL6qZXQXnZLhuULMx18zJ0LPBHlaQn40taQFRcNtJQINo 
         W6IsDmSlTKlwB
+pt7cp5JjnaT3Wq6d0DEo5AeCPVaQTWa4r70WLYVRpErWXRzu9qoutQ 
         oSNY2/MHO1U6t6BX6b5W2R36RiYTCKxIODPpPaNNwufcpX8SbKO9hVCA/
Xit6StnxBJH 
         ct0X
+l3cxyFIV7KJtIpnZ8QXRpLK/1IGvD8BKmOgJaJL0kxFXuM1ZH18fQ95e91U+vVH 
         0VwA== 
X-Gm-Message-State: ALoCoQljzcZiUjQqFzxBs2PxFtuBYDJZrQttLwgPZR/b6HcrYUA
+vB3NnSvnC4E92IUB4VP6TGRR 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
X-Received: by 10.194.234.40 with SMTP id 
ub8mr36544856wjc.100.1416845143649; 
 Mon, 24 Nov 2014 08:05:43 -0800 (PST) 
Received: by 10.27.178.2 with HTTP; Mon, 24 Nov 2014 08:05:43 -0800 (PST) 
In-Reply-To: <2F09C501769D914983129DD48124572037BC307517@FWC-
TLEX10.fwc.state.fl.
us<mailto:2F09C501769D914983129DD48124572037BC307517@FWC-TLEX10.
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fwc.state.fl.us>> 
References: <2F09C501769D914983129DD48124572037BC307517@FWC-
TLEX10.fwc.state.fl.
us<mailto:2F09C501769D914983129DD48124572037BC307517@FWC-TLEX10.
fwc.state.fl.us>> 
Date: Mon, 24 Nov 2014 11:05:43 -0500 
Message-ID: 
<CAGWm24Qf7M1brtTpZAQUjogBcu9SqG4QiNDADorXWaOJnGTtMQ@mail.gmail.
com<mailto:
CAGWm24Qf7M1brtTpZAQUjogBcu9SqG4QiNDADorXWaOJnGTtMQ@mail.gmail.
com>> 
Subject: Re: FW: 2 quick questions 
From: Howard Baskin <howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org<mailto:howard.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org>> 
To: Rick Brown <Rick.Brown@MyFWC.gov<mailto:Rick.Brown@MyFWC.gov>> 
Cc: "Hooker, Kara" <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com>>, Carole Baskin <carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org<mailto:carole.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org>> 
Content-Type: multipart/related; boundary=089e01493c7c7dc65c05089cf7be 
 
Rick we went to both Lowe's and Tractor Supply and bought what is labelled 
as 9 ga wire.  We also bought one of those round wire gauges to measure 
wire.   I am wondering if we are using the tool wrong. 
 
I assumed that you put the wire through the round hole to test it.  When I 
look online at how these ga measurements translate into inches, they are in 
a gradual progression as one would expect.  But, the round holes here are 
not.  For instance, in the image below, the #13 is MUCH bigger than the 
#14.  And the #9 hole is almost the same size as the number #13 hole.  This 
wire we bought, labelled #9, fits in the #13 hoe. 
 
I hope you will forgive if this is a stupid question, but do you know if 
you use this tool by putting the end of the wire into the round hole.  The 
alternative is to use the flat slot leading to the hole, and that does 
appear to be in a steady progression.  So I am wondering if the way to use 
the tool is to push the slot against the wire from the side and see if the 
wire fits through the slot? 
 
[image: Inline image 2] 
 
[image: Inline image 1] 
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Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 
 
On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 10:54 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>> 
wrote: 
 
> Mr. Baskin, 
> 
> 
> 
> Please see below. 
> 
> 
> 
> Thanks 
> 
> Kara 
> 
> 
> 
> Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
> 
> FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
> 620 S. Meridian Street 
> Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
> (850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> Office 
> 
> (850) 544-2933<tel:%28850%29%20544-2933> Cell 
> 
> 
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> 
> 
> 
> In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick 
> survey on your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes 
> to give us your feedback  and help us continually give you the best service 
 
----- Message truncated ----- 
 








From: Carole Baskin
To: Jamie Veronica; Carole Baskin; 
cc: Brown, Rick; King, William; Howard Baskin; Hooker, Kara; 


Williams, Shelby; 
Subject: Re: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue
Date: Sunday, November 09, 2014 11:50:07 AM
Attachments: image001.png 


Dear Rick Brown, William King, Shelby Williams and Captain Kara Hooker;
 
Here is the vet visit on Zeus the tiger. 
 
Is there any other paperwork you are waiting on from us?
 
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - 
How to Start a 
Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 88 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Fri, Nov 7, 2014 at 10:09 PM, Jamie Veronica <jamie.
veronica@bigcatrescue.org> wrote: 


Here is the map. Our vet dd take home that form to 
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complete. She is s going to email it to me this weekend.  
 
 
On Friday, November 7, 2014, Brown, Rick <Rick.
Brown@myfwc.com> wrote: 


Dear Mrs. Baskin,


 


Thank you very much for sending this along.  
When you can, would you please email a copy 
of the last vet inspection for the Zeus, (1.0 
tiger) and the current map of the property 
that uses numbers for cage identification.  
The map will assist in the report writing 
effort.  The third inspector that was with us 
today was Investigator Shelby Williams.


 


I trust your traveling today was uneventful.


 


Kindest regards,


 


 


Inv. Rick Brown


 


Investigator R. K. Brown


Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission
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Northeast Region


1-A Max Brewer Memorial Parkway


Titusville, FL 32796


352.732.1225 office


888.404.FWCC (3922) - Wildlife Alert! 


Patrol, Protect, Preserve


 


 


 


From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2014 6:23 PM 
To: Brown, Rick; King, William; Jamie Veronica 
Murdock; Carole Baskin; Howard Baskin; Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue


 


Dear Rick Brown, William King, (and who what 
the third person w/ you?)



tel:352.732.1225





 


Here is the documentation on Kali Tiger.


 


Was there any other documentation that you 
wanted to see?


 


 


 


cc: Captain Kara Hooker 


 


 


 


Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies 
I have made.  - Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue


Author of Big Cat 
Care - How 
to Start a 
Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 
885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for 
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cats ♥ Ending the trade


 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More 
than 88 million views 


 


Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat 
Rescue fans http://www.facebook.com/
BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 


 
 
--  
 
 
Jamie Veronica, 
President  
Big Cat Rescue 
A permanent sanctuary to 100+ big cats 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL 33625 
Jamie.Veronica@BigCatRescue.org 
www.BigCatRescue.org 
 
Take action and protect the Big Cats 
http://www.CatLaws.com 
 
A wild selection of big cat themed gifts, shop for a 
cause. 
http://www.bigcatrescue.biz 
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From: Bullard, Ashley
To: howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org; 
cc: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Captive Wildlife Office
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 4:18:40 PM
Attachments: Big Cat rescue.pdf 


Good Afternoon, 
I have attached a copy of your deviation that you requested for the three-legged 
serval. I will be sending your hard copy in the mail next week. If you have any 
questions please let me know. 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
Ashley Bullard 
Captive Wildlife 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
620 South Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
Phone: (850) 488-6253 
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November 21,2014



Ms. Carole Baskin
Big Cat Rescue Corp
12802 Easy Street
Tampa, Florida 33625



Dear Ms. Baskin:



This letter is in response to Big Cat Rescue's request for a variance.to maintain
one three-legged serval in an enclosure which requires approval from the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) by Rule 68A-6.004(1),
Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). While variances and waivers to state
regulations do not apply in this case according to Section 120.52(1), Florida
Statutes (F.S.), certain deviations from standard caging requirements are
authorized in Rule 68A-6.004(1), F.A.C., which states in part:



Any proposed deviations from the standard caging or enclosure
requirements, or proposals to use wet or dry moats to substitute for
fencing, or proposals to use open air habitats except as provided herein,
must be approved in writing by the Commission prior to the use of the
cage or enclosure for housing animals.



FWC requires written approval of open-topped enclosures that are not expressly
authorized in rule so that FWC can evaluate the effectiveness of the proposed
open-topped enclosure in containing the wildlife in question. Open-topped
enclosures are a potential escape risk which can place the wildlife and the public
at risk.



You have requested to utilize an open-topped enclosure for Big Cat Rescue
located at 12802 Easy Street, Tampa, Florida 33625, for one three-legged serval.
In your request, you state that your serval caging is over 1500 square feet and is
11 feet high. The cage in question meets the minimum height requirements found
in Rule 68A-6.004(4)(a)3.a., F.A.C., which states in part:



For one or two animals, a cage 12feet by 6feet, 6feet high.



The enclosure does not have any objects in the enclosure that the wildlife could
use to enable the wildlife to climb or jump out ofthe enclosure, and the serval's
natural climbing behavior is not expected to defeat the containment which would
enable the serval to escape the enclosure due to the caging and its physical
disability. The open-topped enclosure in question for one three-legged serval is,
therefore, approved.



All other facility, structural, and caging requirements of Rules 68A-6.003 and
68A-6.004, F.A.C., must be met. Also, all wildlife shall be housed in a safe
manner so as to prevent escape and/or injury to the public. Approval of this
deviation from standard caging requirements will not absolve Big Cat Rescue
from civil or criminal liability resulting from wildlife escaping from the exhibit or
causing injury. The issuance of this deviation from standard caging requirements
is conditional upon the caging being safe for the wildlife and preventing the
escape of the wildlife contained within the enclosure. This deviation from











Ms. Carol B skin
Page 2
November 1,2014



standard caging requirements will be considered void if there is an escape of any
wildlife from the enclosure due to the modified enclosure or if any wildlife is
harmed due to the modified enclosure. This deviation from standard caging
requirements is specific to this three-legged serval and does not apply if another
species of wildlife or animal is introduced to the enclosure unless otherwise
approved in writing by FWC prior to the use of the cage or enclosure for another
species of wildlife or animal.



It is our desire to work with our constituents for the benefit of the wildlife and the
public. If you have any questions, please call Captain Kara Hooker at (850) 488-
6253, or write to her at Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission,
Division of Law Enforcement, Captive Wildlife Office, 620 South Meridian
Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1600.



Sincerely,



~Lb(
~Qcalvin Adams, Jr.



Director, Division of Law Enforcement



ca/khiab













From: Howard Baskin
To: Bullard, Ashley; 
cc: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: Captive Wildlife Office
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 5:35:39 PM


 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Howard Baskin
Big Cat Rescue
 
 
On Nov 21, 2014, at 4:18 PM, Bullard, Ashley <Ashley.Bullard@MyFWC.
com> wrote: 
 


Good Afternoon,
I have attached a copy of your deviation that you requested for the 
three-legged serval. I will be sending your hard copy in the mail next 
week. If you have any questions please let me know.
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K
 
Ashley Bullard
Captive Wildlife
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
620 South Meridian Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399
Phone: (850) 488-6253 
 


<Big Cat rescue.pdf>
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Bullard, Ashley; 
cc: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: Captive Wildlife Office
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 5:35:52 PM


Thank you both! 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Howard Baskin
Big Cat Rescue
 
 
On Nov 21, 2014, at 4:18 PM, Bullard, Ashley <Ashley.Bullard@MyFWC.
com> wrote: 
 


Good Afternoon,
I have attached a copy of your deviation that you requested for the 
three-legged serval. I will be sending your hard copy in the mail next 
week. If you have any questions please let me know.
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K
 
Ashley Bullard
Captive Wildlife
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
620 South Meridian Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399
Phone: (850) 488-6253 
 


<Big Cat rescue.pdf>
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
Subject: Fwd: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
Date: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:11:15 AM


My email to Rick Brown copying you bounced, but I did use the email 
address I see.  I wonder if he cannot accept photos? 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.


 
---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mail Delivery Subsystem <mailer-daemon@googlemail.com> 
Date: Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 11:05 AM 
Subject: Delivery Status Notification (Failure) 
To: howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org 
 
 
Delivery to the following recipient failed permanently: 
 
     Rick.Brown@MyFWC.gov 
 
Technical details of permanent failure: 
DNS Error: Address resolution of myfwc.gov. failed: Domain name not 
found 
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----- Original message ----- 
 
X-Google-DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; 
        d=1e100.net; s=20130820; 
        h=x-gm-message-state:mime-version:in-reply-to:references:date 
         :message-id:subject:from:to:cc:content-type; 
        bh=0FsC1FaN5RrvQzF3bjmhFdQQs87xIgr1hqfDxhXu1H4=; 
        
b=ElHDPh3exLveUVdVI3OPUAdunW5i5x342NyqGLtm4D1t61UwppEKrPE/
uKSUUkPylF 
         Ji7baWlc0CdAe/
aaR1If8itrL6qZXQXnZLhuULMx18zJ0LPBHlaQn40taQFRcNtJQINo 
         W6IsDmSlTKlwB
+pt7cp5JjnaT3Wq6d0DEo5AeCPVaQTWa4r70WLYVRpErWXRzu9qoutQ 
         oSNY2/
MHO1U6t6BX6b5W2R36RiYTCKxIODPpPaNNwufcpX8SbKO9hVCA/
Xit6StnxBJH 
         ct0X
+l3cxyFIV7KJtIpnZ8QXRpLK/1IGvD8BKmOgJaJL0kxFXuM1ZH18fQ95e91U
+vVH 
         0VwA== 
X-Gm-Message-State: ALoCoQljzcZiUjQqFzxBs2PxFtuBYDJZrQttLwgPZR/
b6HcrYUA+vB3NnSvnC4E92IUB4VP6TGRR 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
X-Received: by 10.194.234.40 with SMTP id 
ub8mr36544856wjc.100.1416845143649; 
 Mon, 24 Nov 2014 08:05:43 -0800 (PST) 
Received: by 10.27.178.2 with HTTP; Mon, 24 Nov 2014 08:05:43 -0800 
(PST) 
In-Reply-To: <2F09C501769D914983129DD48124572037BC307517@FWC-
TLEX10.fwc.state.fl.us> 
References: <2F09C501769D914983129DD48124572037BC307517@FWC-
TLEX10.fwc.state.fl.us> 
Date: Mon, 24 Nov 2014 11:05:43 -0500 
Message-ID: 
<CAGWm24Qf7M1brtTpZAQUjogBcu9SqG4QiNDADorXWaOJnGTtMQ@mail.
gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: FW: 2 quick questions 
From: Howard Baskin <howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org> 
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To: Rick Brown <Rick.Brown@MyFWC.gov> 
Cc: "Hooker, Kara" <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>, Carole Baskin <carole.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org> 
Content-Type: multipart/related; 
boundary=089e01493c7c7dc65c05089cf7be 
 
Rick we went to both Lowe's and Tractor Supply and bought what is 
labelled 
as 9 ga wire.  We also bought one of those round wire gauges to measure 
wire.   I am wondering if we are using the tool wrong. 
 
I assumed that you put the wire through the round hole to test it.  When I 
look online at how these ga measurements translate into inches, they are 
in 
a gradual progression as one would expect.  But, the round holes here are 
not.  For instance, in the image below, the #13 is MUCH bigger than the 
#14.  And the #9 hole is almost the same size as the number #13 hole.  
This 
wire we bought, labelled #9, fits in the #13 hoe. 
 
I hope you will forgive if this is a stupid question, but do you know if 
you use this tool by putting the end of the wire into the round hole.  The 
alternative is to use the flat slot leading to the hole, and that does 
appear to be in a steady progression.  So I am wondering if the way to use 
the tool is to push the slot against the wire from the side and see if the 
wire fits through the slot? 
 
[image: Inline image 2] 
 
[image: Inline image 1] 
 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 
regard 
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animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the 
hell 
happened. 
 
 
On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 10:54 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com> 
wrote: 
 
> Mr. Baskin, 
> 
> 
> 
> Please see below. 
> 
> 
> 
> Thanks 
> 
> Kara 
> 
> 
> 
> Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
> 
> FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
> 620 S. Meridian Street 
> Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
> (850) 488-6253 Office 
> 
> (850) 544-2933 Cell 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick 
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> survey on your experience with our office. Please take a couple of 
minutes 
> to give us your feedback  and help us continually give you the best 
service 
 
----- Message truncated ----- 
 
 








From: Jamie Veronica
To: Brown, Rick; 
cc: Carole Baskin; King, William; Howard Baskin; Hooker, Kara; 


Williams, Shelby; 
Subject: Re: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue
Date: Friday, November 07, 2014 10:10:01 PM
Attachments: image001.png 


IMG_1972.JPG 


Here is the map. Our vet dd take home that form to complete. She is s 
going to email it to me this weekend.  
 
On Friday, November 7, 2014, Brown, Rick <Rick.Brown@myfwc.com> 
wrote: 


Dear Mrs. Baskin,


 


Thank you very much for sending this along.  When you 
can, would you please email a copy of the last vet 
inspection for the Zeus, (1.0 tiger) and the current map of 
the property that uses numbers for cage identification.  
The map will assist in the report writing effort.  The third 
inspector that was with us today was Investigator Shelby 
Williams.


 


I trust your traveling today was uneventful.


 


Kindest regards,


 


 


Inv. Rick Brown
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Investigator R. K. Brown


Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission


Northeast Region


1-A Max Brewer Memorial Parkway


Titusville, FL 32796


352.732.1225 office


888.404.FWCC (3922) - Wildlife Alert! 


Patrol, Protect, Preserve


 


 


 


From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2014 6:23 PM 
To: Brown, Rick; King, William; Jamie Veronica Murdock; Carole 
Baskin; Howard Baskin; Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue



javascript:_e(%7B%7D,'cvml','carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org');





 


Dear Rick Brown, William King, (and who what the third 
person w/ you?)


 


Here is the documentation on Kali Tiger.


 


Was there any other documentation that you wanted to see?


 


 


 


cc: Captain Kara Hooker 


 


 


 


Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have 
made.  - Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue


Author of Big Cat Care 
- How to Start 
a Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
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Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending 
the trade


 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 88 million 
views 


 


Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans 
http://www.facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 


 
 
--  
 
 
Jamie Veronica, 
President  
Big Cat Rescue 
A permanent sanctuary to 100+ big cats 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL 33625 
Jamie.Veronica@BigCatRescue.org 
www.BigCatRescue.org 
 
Take action and protect the Big Cats 
http://www.CatLaws.com 
 
A wild selection of big cat themed gifts, shop for a cause. 
http://www.bigcatrescue.biz 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
Subject: Hoffman document request
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 3:13:47 PM


On her complaint, Barbara Hoffman requested a copy of the report 
investigating her complaint. The visit by Inv. King and colleagues was a 
routine inspection not an investigation of her specific complaint, so I do 
not think it is appropriate to send to her.  Do we need to have an 
investigator or inspector visit regarding her unfounded complaint in order 
for you to have a report to send her, or is what I sent you about her 
complaint sufficient? 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
Subject: Possilbe to talk briefly Monday?
Date: Friday, November 07, 2014 6:36:07 PM


Carole and I are at a conference in California and when I called the office 
said you were out today but back Monday. Today 3 FWC officials came for 
six hours.  I won't have my phone on during the seminars, but is there a 
time Monday that you might have just a few minutes to speak with you?  I 
would appreciate it very much. 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.
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From: Brown, Rick
To: Carole Baskin; King, William; Jamie Veronica Murdock; Howard Baskin; 


Hooker, Kara; 
cc: Williams, Shelby; 
Subject: RE: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue
Date: Friday, November 07, 2014 8:00:44 PM
Attachments: image001.png 


Dear Mrs. Baskin, 
 
Thank you very much for sending this along.  When you can, would you please 
email a copy of the last vet inspection for the Zeus, (1.0 tiger) and the current 
map of the property that uses numbers for cage identification.  The map will 
assist in the report writing effort.  The third inspector that was with us today 
was Investigator Shelby Williams. 
 
I trust your traveling today was uneventful. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
 
Inv. Rick Brown 
 
Investigator R. K. Brown 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Northeast Region 
1-A Max Brewer Memorial Parkway 
Titusville, FL 32796 
352.732.1225 office 
888.404.FWCC (3922) - Wildlife Alert! 
Patrol, Protect, Preserve 
[cid:image001.png@01CFFAC5.7B38B910] 
 
 
 
From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2014 6:23 PM 
To: Brown, Rick; King, William; Jamie Veronica Murdock; Carole Baskin; Howard 
Baskin; Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue 
 
Dear Rick Brown, William King, (and who what the third person w/ you?) 
 
Here is the documentation on Kali Tiger. 
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Was there any other documentation that you wanted to see? 
 
 
 
cc: Captain Kara Hooker 
 
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue 
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary<https://itunes.apple.com/us/
book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11> 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade 
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com<http://www.youtube.com/bigcatrescue> 
More than 88 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.facebook.
com/BigCatRescue 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: Comments re inspection report
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 9:06:39 AM


Great. Thx! 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Howard Baskin
Big Cat Rescue
 
 
On Nov 21, 2014, at 9:05 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com> 
wrote: 
 


This morning is not good. I can try to call you before the meeting
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office
(850) 544-2933 Cell
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 9:03 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Re: Comments re inspection report
 
If u have a minute to talk briefly just us this morning I would 
appreciate your calling my cell.  I Understand if too busy.  
 
Sent from my iPhone
Howard Baskin
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Big Cat Rescue
 
 
On Nov 21, 2014, at 8:30 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.
Hooker@MyFWC.com> wrote:


Received. I will distribute.
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office
(850) 544-2933 Cell
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have 
created a quick survey on your experience with our 
office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best 
service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
ZD6H59K
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 8:41 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Comments re inspection report
 
Enclosed please find our comments on the recent 
inspection report.  Could you let me know if this 
gets to you?  Thanks.  We looking forward to 
speaking with you tomorrow and appreciate the 
opportunity to discuss the report. 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
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Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly 


measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person 


wondering what the hell happened.
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Carole Baskin; Howard Baskin; 
Subject: FW: GovDelivery Subscription - How Users Can Add Themselves
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 11:36:36 AM
Attachments: image002.jpg 


image005.jpg 
image009.jpg 


Good morning, 
 
I wanted to follow up and let you know the steps to have individuals sign 
themselves up to receive our updates. If you have any questions let me know. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Wylie, Andrea 
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 12:05 PM 
To: Cave, Ron; Hooker, Kara 
Subject: GovDelivery Subscription - How Users Can Add Themselves 
 
Good morning! 
 
I spoke with Scott Anderson and found out how people can subscribe to get 
updates on GovDelivery. Our topic is public, so people are able to add 
themselves or we can add them. Here is how subscribers can add themselves: 
 
 
1.       Go to MyFWC.com and select "News" from the top (navy blue) toolbar. 
 
2.       On the News page, select "Get FWC News Automatically" from the vertical 
toolbar on the left. 
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[cid:image002.jpg@01CFF439.B797DD10] 
 
 
 
3.       On the Get FWC News Automatically page, select "Visit the GovDelivery 
subscription page to sign up for this free service." 
[cid:image005.jpg@01CFF439.B797DD10] 
 
 
4.       From the GovDelivery subscription page, all a subscriber has to do is 
follow the steps. It will prompt them to do things like enter and email address 
and create a password. Once they get to the page where they select which 
topics to subscribe to, they just have to expand the Law Enforcement category 
by clicking on the [cid:image009.jpg@01CFF439.B797DD10]  icon next to "Law 
Enforcement," and then select Captive Wildlife. They can also subscribe to any 
other topics of interest to them at the same time. If at any time they wish to 
unsubscribe, they can do so using the "Subscriber Preferences Page." A link to 
this page is provided at the bottom of each message sent out from the 
GovDelivery topic, as well as being available through their account. 
 
Let me know if you have any other questions! 
 
Andrea Wylie 
Investigations Section 
Division of Law Enforcement 
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 
620 South Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
(850) 488-6253 
myfwc.com<http://myfwc.com/> 
 
 
P Think Green! Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
Subject: call
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 3:07:39 PM


Thank you very much for arranging the call.  I think all is well. 
 
We have three legged Desiree locked up in a small covered area, so as 
soon as you are able it would great if we could hear from you regarding 
the deviation.
 
Thanks! 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
cc: Carole Baskin; 
Subject: Re: FW: GovDelivery Subscription - How Users Can Add Themselves
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 11:43:08 AM


Thanks!  Any idea when we might hear back on the specs we provided for the small cat open top vacation 
rotation enclosure?
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell happened.


 
On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 11:36 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote: 


Good morning,


 


I wanted to follow up and let you know the steps to have individuals sign themselves up to receive our updates. 
If you have any questions let me know.


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on your experience with our 
office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually give you the best 
service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Wylie, Andrea  
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 12:05 PM 
To: Cave, Ron; Hooker, Kara 
Subject: GovDelivery Subscription - How Users Can Add Themselves


 


Good morning!


 


I spoke with Scott Anderson and found out how people can subscribe to get updates on GovDelivery. Our topic 
is public, so people are able to add themselves or we can add them. Here is how subscribers can add themselves:


 



mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K





1.       Go to MyFWC.com and select “News” from the top (navy blue) toolbar.


2.       On the News page, select “Get FWC News Automatically” from the vertical toolbar on the left.


 


 


3.       On the Get FWC News Automatically page, select “Visit the GovDelivery subscription page to sign up for 
this free service.”







 


4.       From the GovDelivery subscription page, all a subscriber has to do is follow the steps. It will prompt them 
to do things like enter and email address and create a password. Once they get to the page where they 
select which topics to subscribe to, they just have to expand the Law Enforcement category by clicking on 
the  icon next to “Law Enforcement,” and then select Captive Wildlife. They can also subscribe to any 
other topics of interest to them at the same time. If at any time they wish to unsubscribe, they can do so using 
the “Subscriber Preferences Page.” A link to this page is provided at the bottom of each message sent out from 
the GovDelivery topic, as well as being available through their account.


 


Let me know if you have any other questions!


 


Andrea Wylie


Investigations Section


Division of Law Enforcement


Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission


620 South Meridian Street


Tallahassee, FL 32399


(850) 488-6253


myfwc.com


 


 


P Think Green! Please consider 


the environment before printing this email. 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on your experience with our 
office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually give you the best 
service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
cc: Carole Baskin; DeLacure, Steve; 
Subject: RE: FW: GovDelivery Subscription - How Users Can Add Themselves
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 12:52:51 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg 
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I can conceptually approve an open top enclosure for lesser cats that will be 
20,000 sq feet, 13ft high with a 5ft overhand and 1 ft drape. When construction 
is finalized please apply in writing to me giving the exact measurements. Please 
remember the materials must be up to standards. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Friday, October 31, 2014 11:43 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: FW: GovDelivery Subscription - How Users Can Add Themselves 
 
Thanks!  Any idea when we might hear back on the specs we provided for the 
small cat open top vacation rotation enclosure? 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
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813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 
On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 11:36 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>> wrote: 
Good morning, 
 
I wanted to follow up and let you know the steps to have individuals sign 
themselves up to receive our updates. If you have any questions let me know. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> Office 
(850) 544-2933<tel:%28850%29%20544-2933> Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Wylie, Andrea 
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 12:05 PM 
To: Cave, Ron; Hooker, Kara 
Subject: GovDelivery Subscription - How Users Can Add Themselves 
 
Good morning! 
 
I spoke with Scott Anderson and found out how people can subscribe to get 
updates on GovDelivery. Our topic is public, so people are able to add 
themselves or we can add them. Here is how subscribers can add themselves: 
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1.       Go to MyFWC.com and select “News” from the top (navy blue) toolbar. 
 
2.       On the News page, select “Get FWC News Automatically” from the vertical 
toolbar on the left. 
[cid:image001.jpg@01CFF509.9449F7A0] 
 
 
 
3.       On the Get FWC News Automatically page, select “Visit the GovDelivery 
subscription page to sign up for this free service.” 
[cid:image002.jpg@01CFF509.9449F7A0] 
 
 
4.       From the GovDelivery subscription page, all a subscriber has to do is 
follow the steps. It will prompt them to do things like enter and email address 
and create a password. Once they get to the page where they select which 
topics to subscribe to, they just have to expand the Law Enforcement category 
by clicking on the [cid:image003.jpg@01CFF509.9449F7A0]  icon next to “Law 
Enforcement,” and then select Captive Wildlife. They can also subscribe to any 
other topics of interest to them at the same time. If at any time they wish to 
unsubscribe, they can do so using the “Subscriber Preferences Page.” A link to 
this page is provided at the bottom of each message sent out from the 
GovDelivery topic, as well as being available through their account. 
 
Let me know if you have any other questions! 
 
Andrea Wylie 
Investigations Section 
Division of Law Enforcement 
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 
620 South Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
(850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> 
myfwc.com<http://myfwc.com/> 
 
 
P Think Green! Please consider the environment before printing this email. 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
cc: Carole Baskin; DeLacure, Steve; 
Subject: Re: FW: GovDelivery Subscription - How Users Can Add Themselves
Date: Friday, October 31, 2014 12:56:38 PM


Thanks very much!
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell happened.


 
On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 12:52 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote: 


I can conceptually approve an open top enclosure for lesser cats that will be 20,000 sq feet, 13ft high with a 5ft overhand and 
1 ft drape. When construction is finalized please apply in writing to me giving the exact measurements. Please remember 
the materials must be up to standards.


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take 
a couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Friday, October 31, 2014 11:43 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: FW: GovDelivery Subscription - How Users Can Add Themselves


 


Thanks!  Any idea when we might hear back on the specs we provided for the small cat open top vacation 
rotation enclosure?


 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
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Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell happened.


 


On Fri, Oct 31, 2014 at 11:36 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote:


Good morning,


 


I wanted to follow up and let you know the steps to have individuals sign themselves up to receive our updates. 
If you have any questions let me know.


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on your experience with our 
office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually give you the best 
service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Wylie, Andrea  
Sent: Thursday, October 30, 2014 12:05 PM 
To: Cave, Ron; Hooker, Kara 
Subject: GovDelivery Subscription - How Users Can Add Themselves


 


Good morning!


 


I spoke with Scott Anderson and found out how people can subscribe to get updates on GovDelivery. Our topic 
is public, so people are able to add themselves or we can add them. Here is how subscribers can add themselves:


 


1.       Go to MyFWC.com and select “News” from the top (navy blue) toolbar.


2.       On the News page, select “Get FWC News Automatically” from the vertical toolbar on the left.
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3.       On the Get FWC News Automatically page, select “Visit the GovDelivery subscription page to sign up for 
this free service.”


 


4.       From the GovDelivery subscription page, all a subscriber has to do is follow the steps. It will prompt them 







to do things like enter and email address and create a password. Once they get to the page where they 
select which topics to subscribe to, they just have to expand the Law Enforcement category by clicking on 
the  icon next to “Law Enforcement,” and then select Captive Wildlife. They can also subscribe to any 
other topics of interest to them at the same time. If at any time they wish to unsubscribe, they can do so using 
the “Subscriber Preferences Page.” A link to this page is provided at the bottom of each message sent out from 
the GovDelivery topic, as well as being available through their account.


 


Let me know if you have any other questions!


 


Andrea Wylie


Investigations Section


Division of Law Enforcement


Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission


620 South Meridian Street


Tallahassee, FL 32399


(850) 488-6253


myfwc.com


 


 


P Think Green! Please consider 


the environment before printing this email. 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on your experience with our 
office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually give you the best 
service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K
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From: Carole Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; Carole Baskin; Jamie Veronica; 


Justin Boorstein; 
Subject: Re: Two Questions?
Date: Friday, December 12, 2014 9:48:38 AM
Attachments: ArielVetLetter 1.pdf 


Dear Captain Hooker, 
 
I am forwarding you the email you sent me July 29, 2014 saying that we should bring Ariel in 
under our rehab license.  I would like permission to move her to our permanent collection as her 
four years of being a housepet before coming to Big Cat Rescue has made her a failure at rehab. 
  
 
Attached is a letter concurring this conclusion by our vet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
 
"Judge me by the enemies I have made."  - Franklin D. Roosevelt 
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary
 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 90 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 800,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.facebook.com/
BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Tue, Jul 29, 2014 at 2:17 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote: 


Good afternoon,


 


For the bobcat I would suggest taking it in with the intent of rehabbing it. If you later feel it is 
non releasable we can go down that road. I will pass the complaint of the cage on to our 
regional staff for investigation. Thank you for sharing. If I can do anything else please let me 
know.
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Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on your 
experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and 
help us continually give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
ZD6H59K


 


From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 29, 2014 12:06 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara; Cave, Ron; Susan Bass; Howard Baskin 
Subject: Two Questions?


 


1.  I got a call, asking me to take a native FL bobcat from a person who lives in 
Orlando.  His dog dragged the kitten in, four or five years ago.  He made a pet out 
of it; never knew to report that to anyone, and now he's having a baby and is 
afraid of the cat.  It escaped once, for 2 weeks and nearly starved to death before 
deciding to come back to him.  We have space, and would take the cat as a 
permanent resident, unless we think we could rehab her at this late date, for 
release, but want to know what we need to do to be square with your agency?  


 


2.  I got a complaint this morning about Vernon Yates from Largo dragging a tiger 
across Tampa, strapped to the back of a flatbed.  There are obviously no barricades 
around the tiger that would prevent someone from walking up to the cat at a stop 
light. This is his typical mode of transportation, from what I can tell, so what has to 
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be done to stop it?


 


 


 


 


Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the people 
who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do anything about it.”  Albert 
Einstein 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue


Author of Big Cat Care - 
How to Start a 
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Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade


 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 80 million views 


 


Facebook:  Join more than 250,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.facebook.com/
BigCatRescue 
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: RE: best phone
Date: Thursday, November 13, 2014 10:07:58 AM


My direct line is 850-617-9509 however I am out of the office quite a bit so 
going through our main line would be better to ensure you get to speak with 
someone. 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 3:09 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: best phone 
 
I notice when I returned Lt. Lowers call it goes direct to him, but when I call the 
only office phone I have for you 850-488-6253 it goes to a message, then a 
receptionist, then to you.  Just curious if there is a direct line to you that I might 
have? 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
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Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 








From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; Mike King; 
cc: Carole Baskin; 
Subject: Update on project checklist
Date: Monday, February 16, 2015 6:18:12 PM


Dear Kara and Mike, 
 
Most of the items remaining on our checklist since the last update are 
large, time consuming projects, i.e. putting the additional 3 9 ga ties on 
hundreds of vertical poles on our newer 14 foot high 5 foot kick in 
enclosures and scraping and painting entire cages.  For that reason I have 
not updated you until now when we have made significant progress.  
Rather than send the large document we track these on, I thought it 
would be more efficient if I tell you what has been done and what remains.
 
Since the last update we have completed the following:
 
All of the vertical poles now have three 9 ga steel ties in addition to the 12 
smaller ga ties that were already there.  Per the email with Mike, these 
were placed toward the bottom, at 10 feet, and one in between.
 
We have added locks to all the interior safety doors, so instead of just the 
snaps each safety entrance has either 2 or 3 locks depending upon how 
many doors.
 
Scraped and painted Breezy's cage
 
Scraped and painted Nakita Lion's safety entrance and entire cage and 
roof.
 
Scraped and painted all four cages occupied by Andre, Arthur and 
Amanda, the "Texas tigers."
 
Remaining to do are scraping and painting:
 
Encl 95 Cameron Zabu older sections
 
Encl 99 Joseph lion
 
Encl 93 Alex tiger (and replace one rustier patch)
 
Encl 53 Cougar Cubs (very large cage)
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Encl 49 Sheena
 
and work on the various issues we need to look at on Encl 1 TJ tiger.
 
I hope our progress meets with your approval - this has been an 
enormous amount of man hours.
 
Regarding the general issue of rust, as you know, we use the far in excess 
of standard 6 ga wire so that over time we can scrape surface rust and 
repaint and still far exceed the 9 ga requirement in strength.  Mike, I 
believe you mentioned that the challenge for you is that you are not an 
engineer, so when you see rust, you have no way to determine if the rust 
has deteriorating the strength to a point where the wire would not meet 
the 9 ga required strength.
 
We decided to try to solve this problem for you.  I found an engineer with 
19 years of materials testing experience who was willing to volunteer his 
time to test the wire.  He borrowed a crane guage used specifically to test 
loads and stress tolerance. 
 
We attached chains to a horizontal strand of the cage wire on either side 
of one vertical wire and ran the chain to the gauge.  We then ran chain 
from the gauge to our bobcat machine.
 
We chose Joseph lion's cage because it has been up for many years, so it 
has been scraped and painted a number of times, and because it sits by 
the lake where it is exposed to more moisture which encourages rust.
 
We then backed up the bobcat, pulling on the cage, to see how many 
pounds of pressure the cage wire could withstand. 
 
Mike the chart you gave me indicates that 9 ga wire has a minimum 
breaking strength of 1290 lb.  We pulled on the gauge until it read 1642 
lb., 27% in excess of the 9 ga standard.  We likely could have gone a fair 
bit further but felt this was sufficient to address the issue and of course 
did not really want to damage the cage.
 
The cage reacted as it was designed to do.  As we pulled on the wire, it 
slowly pulled out and drew strength from the curved flexible design.  No 
hogs rings attaching the panels gave at all.
 







We made a 90 second video of the test that I am going to send to each of 
you via SendThisFile to hopefully be able to download.  Please let me 
know if this does not work and I will send a disk.
 
We found this test very interesting to do and very comforting.  I hope you 
find it useful.
 
If there are any questions about any of the above please just let me know.
 
Thanks!
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.








From: Carole Baskin
To: Cave, Ron; Hooker, Kara; Cat Carole; 
Subject: Florida Panther
Date: Saturday, November 15, 2014 4:17:55 PM


Big Cat Rescue would gladly provide a home to the Florida Panther that 
was shot and temporarily sent to Lowry Park Zoo.  
 
As you know, our enclosures are far larger and provide a much more 
natural experience for the cats than anywhere, other than White Oak.   
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - 
How to Start a 
Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 88 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
cc: King, William; Carole Baskin; 
Subject: Re: Update on project checklist
Date: Wednesday, February 18, 2015 7:59:31 AM


Mr. Baskin 
 
This is great progress. I appreciate your effort and keeping us informed. I am 
out of the office now but will check out the video when I'm back at a computer. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
On Feb 16, 2015, at 6:18 PM, "Howard Baskin" <howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.
org<mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org>> wrote: 
 
Dear Kara and Mike, 
 
Most of the items remaining on our checklist since the last update are large, time 
consuming projects, i.e. putting the additional 3 9 ga ties on hundreds of vertical 
poles on our newer 14 foot high 5 foot kick in enclosures and scraping and 
painting entire cages.  For that reason I have not updated you until now when 
we have made significant progress.  Rather than send the large document we 
track these on, I thought it would be more efficient if I tell you what has been 
done and what remains. 
 
Since the last update we have completed the following: 
 
All of the vertical poles now have three 9 ga steel ties in addition to the 12 
smaller ga ties that were already there.  Per the email with Mike, these were 
placed toward the bottom, at 10 feet, and one in between. 
 
We have added locks to all the interior safety doors, so instead of just the snaps 
each safety entrance has either 2 or 3 locks depending upon how many doors. 
 
Scraped and painted Breezy's cage 
 
Scraped and painted Nakita Lion's safety entrance and entire cage and roof. 
 
Scraped and painted all four cages occupied by Andre, Arthur and Amanda, the 
"Texas tigers." 
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Remaining to do are scraping and painting: 
 
Encl 95 Cameron Zabu older sections 
 
Encl 99 Joseph lion 
 
Encl 93 Alex tiger (and replace one rustier patch) 
 
Encl 53 Cougar Cubs (very large cage) 
 
Encl 49 Sheena 
 
and work on the various issues we need to look at on Encl 1 TJ tiger. 
 
I hope our progress meets with your approval - this has been an enormous 
amount of man hours. 
 
Regarding the general issue of rust, as you know, we use the far in excess of 
standard 6 ga wire so that over time we can scrape surface rust and repaint and 
still far exceed the 9 ga requirement in strength.  Mike, I believe you mentioned 
that the challenge for you is that you are not an engineer, so when you see rust, 
you have no way to determine if the rust has deteriorating the strength to a 
point where the wire would not meet the 9 ga required strength. 
 
We decided to try to solve this problem for you.  I found an engineer with 19 
years of materials testing experience who was willing to volunteer his time to 
test the wire.  He borrowed a crane guage used specifically to test loads and 
stress tolerance. 
 
We attached chains to a horizontal strand of the cage wire on either side of one 
vertical wire and ran the chain to the gauge.  We then ran chain from the gauge 
to our bobcat machine. 
 
We chose Joseph lion's cage because it has been up for many years, so it has 
been scraped and painted a number of times, and because it sits by the lake 
where it is exposed to more moisture which encourages rust. 
 
We then backed up the bobcat, pulling on the cage, to see how many pounds of 
pressure the cage wire could withstand. 
 
Mike the chart you gave me indicates that 9 ga wire has a minimum breaking 
strength of 1290 lb.  We pulled on the gauge until it read 1642 lb., 27% in 
excess of the 9 ga standard.  We likely could have gone a fair bit further but felt 
this was sufficient to address the issue and of course did not really want to 
damage the cage. 
 







The cage reacted as it was designed to do.  As we pulled on the wire, it slowly 
pulled out and drew strength from the curved flexible design.  No hogs rings 
attaching the panels gave at all. 
 
We made a 90 second video of the test that I am going to send to each of you 
via SendThisFile to hopefully be able to download.  Please let me know if this 
does not work and I will send a disk. 
 
We found this test very interesting to do and very comforting.  I hope you find it 
useful. 
 
If there are any questions about any of the above please just let me know. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
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From: Cave, Ron
To: Carole Baskin; 
cc: Hooker, Kara; Cat Carole; 
Subject: Re: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 9:19:41 AM


Thank you! 
 
Major Ron Cave 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Division of Law Enforcement 
 
On Nov 15, 2014, at 4:18 PM, "Carole Baskin" <carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.
org<mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org>> wrote: 
 
Big Cat Rescue would gladly provide a home to the Florida Panther that was shot 
and temporarily sent to Lowry Park Zoo. 
 
As you know, our enclosures are far larger and provide a much more natural 
experience for the cats than anywhere, other than White Oak. 
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue 
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary<https://itunes.apple.com/us/
book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11> 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade 
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com<http://www.youtube.com/bigcatrescue> 
More than 88 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.facebook.
com/BigCatRescue 
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From: Wylie, Andrea
To: Wylie, Andrea; 
Subject: REDACTED MESSAGE -  Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue
Date: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 12:06:14 PM
Attachments: REDACTED - Kali.pdf 


 
From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2014 6:23 PM 
To: rick.brown@myfwc.com; william.king@myfwc.com; Jamie Veronica Murdock 
<Jamie.Veronica@BigCatRescue.org>; Carole Baskin <carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.
org>; Howard Baskin <howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org>; Hooker, Kara <Kara.
Hooker@myfwc.com> 
Subject: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue
 
Dear Rick Brown, William King, (and who what the third person w/ you?)
 
Here is the documentation on Kali Tiger.
 
Was there any other documentation that you wanted to see?
 
 
 
cc: Captain Kara Hooker 
 
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 88 million views 
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Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Cave, Ron; Carole Baskin; 
cc: Cat Carole; 
Subject: RE: Florida Panther
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:31:08 AM


Ms. Baskin, 
 
I wanted to follow up and let you know that I have provided your name as a 
potential facility to the person making arrangements for the panther. I will keep 
you posted if I hear more. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Cave, Ron 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 9:20 AM 
To: Carole Baskin 
Cc: Hooker, Kara; Cat Carole 
Subject: Re: Florida Panther 
 
Thank you! 
 
Major Ron Cave 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Division of Law Enforcement 
 
On Nov 15, 2014, at 4:18 PM, "Carole Baskin" <carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.
org<mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org>> wrote: 
Big Cat Rescue would gladly provide a home to the Florida Panther that was shot 
and temporarily sent to Lowry Park Zoo. 
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As you know, our enclosures are far larger and provide a much more natural 
experience for the cats than anywhere, other than White Oak. 
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue 
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary<https://itunes.apple.com/us/
book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11> 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade 
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com<http://www.youtube.com/bigcatrescue> 
More than 88 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.facebook.
com/BigCatRescue 
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: RE: name confusion
Date: Monday, December 01, 2014 11:50:17 AM


It is William.king 
 
I appreciate all of your hard work, hope you took some time to have a happy 
thanksgiving! 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Monday, December 01, 2014 11:32 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Re: name confusion 
 
Ah. So is his email William.King@myfwc.com<mailto:William.King@myfwc.com> 
or Mike.King@myfwc.com<mailto:Mike.King@myfwc.com>. 
 
We have continued to make good progress on the list of projects.  I am updating 
our document as we go with different highlight color to make it easy to see what 
has been done since the prior version.  Will send in the next day or two. 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
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"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 
On Mon, Dec 1, 2014 at 10:56 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>> wrote: 
His official name is William, he goes by Mike. There are no dumb questions! 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> Office 
(850) 544-2933<tel:%28850%29%20544-2933> Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org<mailto:howard.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org>] 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:08 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: name confusion 
 
Kara this may be my second dumb question of the day, but I thought the person 
we spoke with on the phone was named Mike King.  On the emails I see King, 
William, but because it was a forwarded email I cannot see the email address 
associated with the name.  We did a more work since Thursday and I'd like to 
send him an updated version of our Comments document.  Can you clarify who 
is who and the email address?  Thanks! 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244<tel:813-889-7244> Direct 
813-505-5565<tel:813-505-5565> Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
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"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 








From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; Mike King; 
Subject: Updated actions taken document
Date: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 8:56:25 PM


The document has gotten to 15mb due to photos even a low res.  I am 
not sure if your system will accept a document that size.  I will also send 
via SendThisFile in case.  You will get an email from them from which the 
file can be downloaded. 
 
The actions taken when I last sent this to you were hightlighted in yellow.  
Actions taken since and any changes in the comments are highlighted 
gray.  The turqouis highlight is our "to do" list of remaining actions to take. 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; Mike King; 
Subject: document attached
Date: Wednesday, December 03, 2014 8:58:16 PM
Attachments: BCR comments re inspection report from 11-7-14 additions through 12-3-


14 lower res.docx 


 
 
Howard Baskin 
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"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous
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FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION DIVISION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


CAPTIVE WILDLIFE INSPECTIONS FORM





COMMENTS:


This was an unannounced routine inspection.  Mrs. Gale Ingram who is the operations manager of the facility was present during the inspection.  The facility is located on forty-five (45) plus acres in an urban area of Hillsborough County.  The facility is completely enclosed with an eight foot perimeter fence with locking gate. The material trade marked as Rhino wall utilized on the west side noted during a previous inspection conducted by Lt. Steve DeLacure on 10/05/2010 meets the required 11.5 gauge wire requirement.   Majority of the enclosures are constructed of galvanized welded panels of structural strength exceeding nine gauge chain link/equivalent.  The enclosures meet or exceed caging requirements although most are irregular shapes, with overlapping panels, integrated sub-terrannean supports 8-12 inches deep and horizontal trusses which contribute to the structural integrity of the enclosure despite the absence of structure support poles holding the cages from falling over.  The enclosures utilize hog rings that are 9 gauge link/equivalent to connect the panels together. There are four open top enclosures that are constructed with welded steel panels with the wire greater than 9 gauge chain link and supported with steel poles.  The vertical wall height is 15’ with a inward 45 degree 5’ overhang.  Incorporated at the terminal end of the overhang is a 1’ cantilever vertical lip to provide additional escape prevention.





All animals appeared to be healthy with food and fresh water provided. All enclosures had the proper enrichment, shelter and are maintained in sanitary conditions. Listed below are the violations that were noted during this inspection.  To identify each enclosure the cleaning map number system was utilized. All rules pertaining to the violations will be attached at the end of this report.  All violations shall be corrected within 30 days from the receipt of this report or further action may be taken.


(Any included photographs may not be inclusive of all identified discrepancies observed during the inspection, but may be rep resentative of other discrepancies associated with the identified cage, structure or required equipment and described within this report.)





GENERAL RESPONSES FROM BIG CAT RESCUE


(Specific responses appear under each alleged violation)





We have added the names of the animals to more easily identify the cages.  In a few cases we think the cage number was incorrect and have noted what we think is the correct cage.





We have added asterisks to identify Class 2 and Class 3 animals as follows:


* designates Class 2


(20 cat cages were Class 2 only requiring 11.5 ga, but we use 6 ga panels and 9 ga hog rings)


** designates Class 3 one genet (not finding any cage requirements for Class 3)





As is explained below, we believe that the majority of the observations listed in this report are not violations of any rule.  But we agree that some that we do not believe are violations should be addressed.  This gives rise to a suggestion.  Currently the inspectors and investigators act in a policing role focusing on the rules.  But, their knowledge goes far beyond the rules.  They get to see the inside of animal operations all over the State and see how they operate.  I wonder if the FWC inspectors and investigators could play an expanded role, with no additional effort, that would be highly consistent with the mission of FWC, if they were able to add to a report “recommendations” that are not violations, but suggestions, in addition to noting violations.  This could include items that are not yet violations but have the potential to be if not addressed.  A good example is surface rust that does not affect the structural strength but eventually will if not addressed.  





The intense six hour inspection was of course stressful for our staff particularly since it unfortunately occurred on a day when Carole and I were not here.  But, assuming we can work together to resolve the concerns expressed below, it served a good purpose.  When things change very slowly and gradually over time and people are busy, it is easy for them not to get noticed.  Parents don’t see that their young children are growing gradually every day, but the uncle who visits once a year from out of town is immediately struck by the fact that the child grew two inches.  





Similarly, the inspection has forced us to break from our daily routines and have a team of us spend the last few days inspecting the property, looking at each of the items on this report and addressing as many as we could immediately.  While, as noted, we believe most are not violations, we agree that many should be addressed.  We have limited staff, so we created two lists of items to prioritize the action items and are working on them now.  I will note on this document the ones completed at the time I send it to you.  By the time we talk Friday afternoon I expect others will be completed.





In the meantime, I appreciate your consideration of the comments below, and the idea of allowing inspectors and investigators to make recommendations in addition to noting violations, which we feel would be a very appropriate way to handle much of what is contained in this report.





Raking.  The cats defecate around the perimeter of the cages as a way of marking their territories because our cages give them a generous area to live in.  We clean every cage every day by walking the outside perimeter of the fence, spotting the feces, inserting a long pole with an L at the end through the 4x4” cage wire, raking the feces to the edge of the cage, then picking it up with barbecue tongs inserted through the 4x4 wire.





Many licensees have cats living on concrete.  The main reason is the ease of cleaning – simply hose it down.  We believe this is an unsuitable substrate for cats.  In addition to being uncomfortable it causes arthritis in their later years.  Where licensees have dirt substrate, they usually have very small cages.  Raking those small cages with traditional rakes is feasible and likely necessary as the animal has such limited space to live in and defecate.  





We not only have very spacious cages, but a large part of giving the cats the best life we can is to have them in a natural setting with foliage.  I am not sure when the rule refers to “dirt floors” whether this means substrate this is just dirt with no foliage or includes cages with grass and/or other foliage.   We have many acres of cages.  It is not feasible to rake acres of cages in the traditional manner.  Even if we could, it would be difficult not to negatively impact the natural foliage.





Presumably the purpose of the raking requirement is to remove feces. We have never had a comment from the public or an inspector that I know of about our cages having feces in them.  The rule does not define raking, or rake, or require that every square foot of the cage be raked.  Webster defines raking as “to gather, loosen or smooth with or as if with a rake.”  We clearly meet the substantive requirement of the rule, i.e. keeping the cages free of feces.  We exceed the technical requirement by raking with our cleaning tool as if with a rake daily instead of every three days.  Our method of raking the cages has been accepted as satisfying the raking requirement for 20 years.





Corrosion or rust. Many of the alleged violations relate to rust on the cages.  For a long time we were only able to find single galvanized panels.  Eventually they rust. We now have a source for double galvanized panels which resist rust much better.  We intentionally use wire of a gauge far in excess of the minimum requirement.  All of our cages are 6 ga versus the 9 ga requirement for Class 1 and the 11.5 ga for Class 2.  The rule prohibits “excessive rust prevents the required cleaning or that affects the structural strength.”  Surface rust does not violate the rule.  And with the larger gauge wire we use, minor pitting that just creates a roughness on the surface of the wire does not reduce the structural strength below the required 9 ga strength. 





We have even more incentive than FWC does to insure that our cages are sound and cats cannot escape.  Fortunately we have strong financial support and never have to make a decision to defer needed cage replacement for financial reasons. However, replacing roofs on cages or entire cages is a very expensive proposition.  Our typical traditional cages cost $10,000 to $20,000 and the labor must all be done by our limited staff.  Replacing them before they really need replacing is a significant waste of resources.





We have examined the locations that were commented on as violations for corrosion.  There is no case where we believe the level of rust reduced the structural strength below the level of the required wire gauge.  In some cases we determined that the wire had sufficient corrosion that based on our standards it should be replaced. In other cases we agree that it is time to scrape and paint.  We do not typically paint during the summer due to frequent rain.  We will prioritize the required painting by doing the cages that need paint the most first.  These include the cages at the south end of the property housing Joseph lion and three tigers, and the tiger cages along the west end of the lake.  This will take a number of months to complete.  Meantime, we respectfully request that the references to rust as a violation of the rule be removed.





Tie wire on new open top cages.  The tie wire on the open top cages constructed in the last two years is not 9 ga it is 14 ga.  There are 12 tie wires on each pole.  Given the number of ties we have, if pressure were applied to pull a 9 ga panel away from the pole, the panel joints might well give way before the tie wire, and the ties might be the equivalent of 9 ga.  





We will examine reinforcing the ties, but we will leave the current wire in place since there is no reason to remove it and it does contribute strength.  We appreciate Investigator Brown advising of source for 9 ga wire.  We purchased some and when the gauge tool is put to it, it measures 7 ga and is extremely difficult to bend.  Another possible solution might be to add at two places on each pole a brace made of the 6 ga wire panels as pictured below with 9 ga hog rings. This creates a very firm hold by 6 ga wire due to the tension created by having this very firm wire arc around the pole.  Will advise after we have an action plan to recommend.





 








Snap clips.  Snap clips for holding cage doors were listed as a violation.  The smallest snap clip we use is 5 ga at its narrowest point.  The larger snap clip is 4 ga.  Both far exceed the 9 ga wire.  Further, the sliding portion never encounters stress.  If pressure is applied to the door, the door wire presses against one thick end of the crescent and the cage wire against the other.  The snap is clearly in excess of the 9 ga requirement and we do not believe violates any rule.





Tree limbs through cage panel openings.  There are a number of mentions of tree limbs growing through the wire.  We know of no rule on this unless the limb impairs the structural integrity of the cage, which we believe none of them do.  We will do some trimming of these as discussed below, but request that they be removed as violations.


Cages built around trees.  We build cages around trees both to create a natural setting and to give added strength to the cage.  The wire is typically cut tight to the tree and frequently the tree will eventually grow around the wire.  In situations where the tree grows in a way that causes the wire to be pulled in a way that we feel will eventually threaten the integrity of the wire or leave a gap, we trim the wire away from the tree where the tree has grown over it, free it, and reposition it.  We do not believe trees growing in a cage are a violation unless they cause the integrity of the cage wire to diminish below the required gauge strength.  Wire bending to some extent does not challenge the panel integrity.


Debris on top of cage.  In our heavily treed natural environment leaves and branches fall on top of the cages.  We periodically remove these and do not let the natural matter pile up to become a weight that would impair the integrity of the cage roof.  None of the cages had an amount of debris that would impair the integrity.  If modest amounts of natural debris on top of cages were to be a violation, we would be in violation every time an inspector walked in because it is constantly falling. We request these be removed as violations.


Leaving cats in open top cages.  We believe that with the current tie wire there is no issue of the ability of the enclosure to contain the cats, particularly given the age of our cats. While we work to add compliant ties, we would appreciate a temporary deviation so we do not have to confine the cats in the small covered areas.  Some of these cats are very old and we would like to give them the best life we can while we have them if you would permit this temporary deviation.  Per conference call cats allowed back in.


Water boxes gauge.  Although we have replaced the water boxes that were noted as insufficient gauge wire, we purchased a gauge and found they are all 10 gauge or better.  Since the requirement on lesser cats is 11.5 gauge, all were in compliance.


  


Summary of general remarks.  There are really two overarching issues regarding the items in this report.  First, if we accept some of the items as violations, frankly, we will always be in violation every time an inspector comes.  There will always be some cages with debris on the roofs from the trees above.  There will always be some cages in the queue to be painted that will have surface rust.


Second, I think you know we have a different situation than other licensees.  Because of our advocacy work to improve the lives of big cats generally, certain persistently untruthful individuals repeatedly attack us in one form or another.  You see this is in the form of groundless complaints filed by people like Barbara Hoffman (lost USDA license and had cats confiscated by Texas authorities) who recently filed totally unfounded complaints not only with FWC but with OSHA, EPC, and the County Health Department.  None of the complaints are based on any personal knowledge on her part.  Their purpose is simply misuse government resources to harass us. Joe Schreibvogel, the tiger cub exploiter in Oklahoma who we ended up suing, winning a $1mm judgment against, and are now chasing through bankruptcy court, along with employees or associates of his, has been a repeated source of complaints to FWC and other agencies.  Here in Florida, Vernon Yates and Kathy Stearns grossly misrepresented to the media the recent situation with the leopard in the open top cage.  Yates has recently repeatedly filed groundless complaints with OSHA. Yates has not been here since the 90’s and Stearns has been here to personally observe anything.  We get absolutely stellar reviews from the public on TripAdvisor, Great Nonprofits and Zerve.


We very much want to work with FWC like we have in the past, and in particular are very excited about the upcoming effort to revisit the rules regarding how big cats are kept in Florida and hope to give you useful input.  But this report as currently written creates a serious problem for us.  One, noted above, is that if we accept some of these items as violations, we will always be in violation.  The other is concern for the reputation of the sanctuary.  Accepting this enormous number of items as violations, many of which we believe do not constitute violations although agree it is appropriate to address many of them, would give the Yates’ and Stearns’ an opportunity to misrepresent us as flagrant violators of your rules and having an unsafe facility.  That clearly is not the case.  I would appreciate whatever sensitivity you can show for that concern.  


For purposes of our locating and dealing with the items on the list, it has been useful to have them listed by cat.  However, when it comes to issuing a final report, I would appreciate it if we could work with you to list the violation one time and then note the cages it applies to.  For instance, if the tie wire on the newer open top cages is not up to gauge, it would be helpful to have one item referring to that as a violation and then list the cages where it applies, rather than have it appear numerous times by cage.


I very much appreciate the opening comments in the report about the health of the animals and the caging meeting or exceeding requirements.  It would be very helpful if the final report could include language to the effect that none of the comments in the report imply any issue of the safety of the public.  That is how Yates and Stearns absurdly positioned the 18 year old leopard in the open cage to the media.  It is amazing how stories like that morph.  We have actually had people tell us they heard we had a leopard escape.  So some statement that none of the items in the report create a public safety issue would be much appreciated.


In order to make comments on the items in the report we converted the report document from a pdf to Word.  That is unfortunately an imperfect process that leads to formatting issues, among which are that the photos did not come through.  The original report will have to be read alongside this one to see the photos. I appreciate your understanding.  We also added a sequential number in parenthesis at each item so we could more easily refer to a particular item.



Cleaning map with numbering system


			














Enclosure 7 Bailey/Moses *


1.   (1) Tree coming through breaking upper wire degrading the integrity.  This cage contains two declawed bobcats that cannot climb a tree.  The wire is tight to the tree and the bend in the wire does not impair the integrity of the cage. WE CUT AWAY THE BRANCHES AND THERE WERE NO HOLES IN THE WIRE. IT WAS TWISTED A LITTLE NOT CAUSING ANY STRUCTURAL DAMAGE TO THE ROOF BUT WE CLEARED AWAY THE FOLIAGE TRIMMED THE WIRE AROUND THE TREE AND PATCHED IT BACK IN.


 





2.   (2) Rusted/pitted wire on attached upper panel on food and water lockout –replace.  Structurally sound.   3.   (3) Clean and treat surface rust on metal frame door on food and water lockout.  Structurally sound. LOCKOUT, DOOR AND  FRAME SCRAPED AND PAINTED.














Enclosure 8 Breezy *


1.   (4) Food and water lockout support door right corner cracking- replace. Interior door that does not degrade integrity of cage.  REPLACED CORNER











2.   (5) Clean and treat corrosion areas around enclosure.  Does not degrade integrity of cage but will scrape and paint.





Enclosure 9


1.  (6)  Baby Cakes ** Clean debris off enclosure. Pine needles and leaves.  See Debris on top of cage above. DEBRIS REMOVED





NOTE:  The chicken wire is being utilized to prevent outside pest and not used for containment.





Enclosure 10  Cheetaro


1.  (7)  Cut branches out of fence adjacent to trailer.  There are two branches that when alive had grown around the wire and were hanging from the wire.  They are not heavy and do not impair the integrity of the cage.  When freshly cut they would have been very difficult to cut off the wire. Now that they have dried out it will be much easier.  BRANCHES REMOVED


2.  (8) Remove vine growth and debris off roof.  Not aware of any rule about vine.  They provide shade. Each year they die off with the first freeze and then grow back. See Debris on top of cage above. NO ACTION PLANNED.


3. (9) Remove palmetto vegetation that is blocking view of seam connecting the two panels.  We do not believe the palmetto blocks the view of the seam and prefer not to destroy a plant if it is not a problem.


 





4.  (10) Remove dead tree/limb through wire.  See Tree limbs through cage panel openings above.  Were this limb to break off on both sides of the cage, it would leave a 4x8” hole instead of a 4.4” hole which does not violate any rule and that the leopard in the cage could not fit through. WE REMOVED THE LIMB.


5. (11) Readjust support beam due to being a weight bearing support.  This vertical bridge that is intended to keep the roof from sagging has twisted from the vertical position and does need to be readjusted or replaced.  The sagging does not impair the soundness of the roof with respect to containing the cat. BRACE REPAIRED AND THAT SECTION OF ROOF PAINTED. 


6.  (12) Replace rusted ceiling panel over stucco shelf.  This panel sags because there is vertical bridge on either side but a gap of about four feet between the two bridges. ADDED BRIDGE TO FILL THE GAP AND SCRAPED AND PAINTED.  Both repairs shown in photo below.








Enclosure 11  Apollo/Zeus  *


1. (13)  Tree outside of enclosure branches coming through wire.  Remove.   These are very small branches from a small tree and violate no rule. NO ACTION PLANNED


 


2.  (14) Dead tree inside enclosure. Remove    This dead tree is cut off just above the cage top and acts like a post to provide additional but not necessary support to the roof. It violates no rule but we will remove. REMOVED AND ROOF PATCHED.





3. (15) Rusted and pitted wire on water box. Replace.   One wire did have noticeable pitting, but there is a non pitted wire parallel right beside it so the pitted wire does not affect the integrity of the cage. WATER BOX REPLACED AND LOCKOUT SCRAPED AND PAINTED 








4. (16) Water box separating door framework corroded.  Clean, treat, or replace.   Apollo had a very small corner of his lockout that was rusty but structurally sound.   WE CUT OUT THE RUSTY PIECE AND REPLACED IT WITH NEW WIRE, SCRAPED AND PAINTED THE LOCKOUT AND THE DOOR FRAME. 




















Enclosure 12  Apache/Divinity  *


1.   (17) Replace lockout panel upper corroded.  REPLACED


2.  (18) Small tunnel door/lower pipe support replace due to corrosion.  Interior door so does not affect integrity of the cage.LOWER PIPE REPLACED, TUNNEL SCRAPED AND PAINTED.


. 


3.   (19) Replace door patch corroded and pitted.  Older wire was apparently used to patch this former door opening.  Structurally sound but does have minor pitting. APACHE AND DIVINITY DOOR PATCH REPLACED WITH NEW WIRE AND PAINTED 














Enclosure 14  Alachua Bob  *


1.   (20) Separating door framework wire corroded.  Clean, treat, or replace.  Interior door that does not affect integrity of the cage and is structurally sound. Did not find any rust on door.  REPLACED WIRE TIES ON FRAMEWORK OF DOOR.  


2.   (21) Spring loaded clips used to attach interior door to the framework.  Clips have to be the same or like material.  The spring loaded mechanism and bolt doesn’t meet the requirements.  See Snap clips above.  REPLACED SNAPS WITH LOCKS ON INSIDE AND OUTSIDE DOORS OF BOTH SAFETY ENTRANCES








Enclosure 16  Gilligan  *


1.   (22) Dent in wire containment hog rings disconnected or stretched.  Replace.  Structurally sound.  There is a six square by three square area that is bent but the integrity of the roof is not compromised. We actually use this dent, caused during the pine tree blight caused a huge pine to fall on it, to show our tour visitors how our cages stand up much better in hurricanes than chain link boxes. We see no issue with the hog rings. NO ACTION PLANNED.





Enclosure 41 and 42  Santino  *


1.   (23) Replace water box adjacent to public walkway.  The box is structurally sound. 2.   (24) Treat and paint rust on wire (water box) #42  Structurally sound.  ON TWO OF THE LOCKOUTS WE REPLACED BOTH THE WATER BOWL BOX AND THE FRONT END OF LOCKOUT.  ON THIRD REPLACED WATER BOWL BOX.














Enclosure 44  Servie  * We believe cage # is incorrect. Is cage 46 Doodles


1.   (25) Clean and treat or replace safety gate wire.  WE CHECKED BOTH CAGE NUMBERS AND FOUND NO SAFETY GATE WITH RUST SO NOT SURE WHERE THIS IS.


2.   Replace rusted roof panel where tree comes through.  Structurally sound.  WE CUT OFF THE DEAD BRANCH OF THE TREE THROUGH THE ROOF AND PATCHED OVER THE HOLE.





3.   (26) Hog rings not attached.  Check enclosure and correct.  WE FOUND NO PLACE THAT THERE WERE NOT HOG RINGS. THERE WAS A RING AT LEAST EVERY 6 TO 8 INCHES.


4.   (27) Remove small tree in back coming through wire.  See Tree limbs through cage panel openings above.  THERE IS NO REASON TO REMOVE THIS TREE. IT IS ALIVE, IT IS LESS THAN 4 INCHES IN DIAMETER, AND GOING THROUGH THE ROOF OF DOODLES CAGE. NO ACTION PLANNED.








Enclosure 45  Nairobi  * We believe cage # is incorrect.  Is cage 43.


1.   (28) Remove debris from the top.  See Debris on top of cage above. REMOVED SOME OF DEBRIS BUT THERE WAS NOT MUCH TO BEGIN WITH.


2.   (29) Replace wall panel rusted and degraded wire ground level.  Structurally sound.  Investigators dug down below ground level to find rust.  WE DUG OUT THE STAKE WIRE AND REPLACED IT AT GROUND LEVEL. THE STAKE WIRE WAS PAINTED WITH RUSTOLEUM BEFORE PUTTING IT INTO THE GROUND. THAT IS WHY IT LOOKS SO RED.








Enclosure 48  Levi  *


1.   (30) Top panel add ties or replace panel to connect lower portion.  We are aware if no rule that says how many points of contact have to be made between a roof and wall. Current number of ties is structurally sound. We could not find anywhere ties needed to be added.  All 6-8 inches apart except one spot over the bridge where it had to be 16 inches but the bridge makes it even more secure than a tie. NO ACTION PLANNED.





Enclosure 49  Sheena  *


1.   (31) Replace top panel on water area due to corrosion.  Structurally sound (Photo below was Wednesday before painting Thursday.)  SCRAPED AND PAINTED LOCKOUT. 


2.   (32) Multiple rusted welds on panels.  Clean and treat.  Structurally sound.  HAVE MOVED SHEENA TO ENCLOSURE 43 AFTER IT WAS STAKE WIRED SO WE CAN PAINT ENTIRE CAGE 49.


3.   (33) Replace water box doesn’t meet 11.5 gauge wire requirement. (Was 10 gauge and met the requirement) REPLACED 








 


Enclosure 51 Armani


1.   (34) Clean and treat or replace panels due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED.





Enclosure 68  Rusty & Sassy *


1.   (35) Clean and treat or replace water lockdown area due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED


 


Enclosure 69  Little Dove *


1.   (36) Clean and treat or replace wire panels due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint. WE SCRAPED AND PAINTED HER LOCKOUT. FOR SOME ODD REASON THERE WERE SOME INDIVIDUAL STRANDS OF WIRE ON THE CAGE PANEL  THAT WERE A LITTLE RUSTY SO WE SCRAPED AND PAINTED THOSE.





2.   (37) Remove dead debris off roof.  See Debris on top of cage above REMOVED SOME


  





Enclosure 71 Sierra *


1.    (38) Remove grass along enclosure.  We know of no rule requiring removal of grass along enclosure or any reason to remove it.  The wire is clearly visible. GALE ADVISED THAT JARRED RECENTLY WEED WHACKED BY SIERRA SO IT IS POSSIBLE THAT HE HAD REMOVED THE GRASS REFERRED TO IN THE REPORT AFTER THE INSPECTION BUT BEFORE WE EXAMINED THE AREA.  


.  





Enclosure 74  Andi *


1.  (39) Remove dead debris off roof.  See Debris on top of cage above.  WE REMOVED EVERY BRANCH ON THIS CAGE THAT WAS OVER 1 INCH IN DIAMETER, PILED THEM UP ON THE SCALES AND THE TOTAL WEIGHT WAS 27 POUNDS. THAT WAS SPREAD OUT OVER TWO CAGES THAT ARE MORE THAN 1200 FT.² IN SIZE. JARRED WALKS AROUND ON TOP OF THESE CAGES WHEN HE PAINTS THEM AND WEIGHS OVER 160 POUNDS.





2.   (40) Remove dead limb off tree through wire panel and repair.  See Tree limbs through cage panel openings above.  REMOVED LIMB. NO WIRE REPAIR NEEDED.


3.   (41) Replace water dish outside panel.  We found nothing wrong with either of the  water dish boxes nor either of the lockouts except minor rust on one lockout door.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED LOWER RUNG OF LOCKOUT DOOR.





Enclosure 73  Cherokee *


1.   (42) Clean and treat or replace feed and water box due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED BOTH LOCKOUTS.


 





Enclosure 75  Banshee *


1.   (43) Clean and treat support pole. We think this refers to the vertical bridges. Note: A tree fell on this cage and we cut it down.  As a result the bridge is somewhat twisted so the roof bows in a bit, but is sound.  The gap around pine tree is not big enough for a cat to escape and this cat is declawed and could not climb a tree.  REPLACED THE ROOF BRIDGES AND PATCHED AROUND ONE TREE. 








Enclosure 76  Nakita Lion


1.   (44) Remove roof debris.  See Debris on top of cage above. REMOVAL IN PROCESS


2.   (45) Clean and treat wire on safety entrance.  Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint.


3.   (46) Remove bamboo growing through roof wire or exclude from the enclosure.  Structurally sound. Know of no rule requiring this.  Will cut down bamboo but only because it grows and limits Nakita’s ability to navigate that corner of the cage. 2/3 OF BAMBOO REMOVED SO FAR 12/3





4.   (47) Cut vegetation encroaching on the enclosure wire.  We know of no rule requiring removal of vegetation along enclosure. DONE


 


5.   (48) Clean and treat or replace rusted roof wire.  Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint.


6.   (49) Use 9 gauge wire to attach panels to post.  See proposed solution above.  In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area and we respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cat in the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties. Per conference call have released cat into open area.


7.   (50) Replace rusted panels on roofed back area next to open top. Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint.





Enclosure 84 Simba This is incorrect.  Is cage 83 Reno


1.   (51) Replace roof trusses/corner.  Structurally sound. We think this refers to a place where the cage height changes and the panel slants but are not sure. THE TRUSS INVOLVED WAS THE STEP UP FROM THE 9 FOOT CAGE HEIGHT TO THE 15 FOOT CAGE HEIGHT.  IT WAS SECURE BUT LOOKED TWISTED BECAUSE THE CAGE HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY BENT BY THE TREE. WE UNRINGED THE STEP UP AND MOVED IT OUT 8 INCHES SO IT IS NOW STRAIGHT.





2.   (52) Replace rusted hog rings and ruptured roof panel near den.  Structurally sound. Not sure if (51) above is part of the same area as this. We think the “rupture” is where we cut away space for the limb to grow through and wire is bent but structurally sound.  We are deciding whether the cut limb and lose shade or reinforce the space around it. Did not detect hog rings with rust requiring replacement.  HAVE MOVED CAT OUT OF ENCLOSURE UNTIL WORK DONE (NOW DONE).  THE RUPTURED PORTION IS WHERE THE BIG LIMB GOES THROUGH THE TOP AND SIDE AT THE TOP OF THE 15 FOOT AREA. WE CUT AND RE-PATCHED AROUND THE TREE LIMBS. THIS CAGE IS DONE.


 





3.   (53) Remove vegetation adjacent to the wire.  Not a violation. This palmetto bush did not block view of the wire from positions other than directly in front of it. REMOVED PALMETTO  





Enclosure 87 (94)  Bengali (We think this cage number is incorrect because 87 does not have the cage features described here but 94 does so we believe the comments are about 94.)


1.   (54) Replace hog rings on safety entrance roof.  REMOVED FIVE STRETCHED HOG RINGS AND REPLACED THEM WITH NINE NEW ONES ON BENGALIS SAFETY ENTRANCE





2.   (55) Replace wire inside of the external den.  This wire is covered in concrete and structurally sound.   HAVE TORN DOWN THIS OLDER DEN AND NEW DEN UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 








3.   (56) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  See proposed solution above.  In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area of a different cage.  We respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cat in the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties. Per conference call have allowed cats back in open area. Will reinforce wire.


	





Enclosure 95  CamBu


1.   (57) Replace rusted panels on covered cage housing den.  Structurally sound. Will scrape and paint.





2.   (58) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  Will reinforce with compliant ties or cage wire solution above.  In the meantime the cats have been locked in the covered area and we respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cats in the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties. Per conference call have allowed cats back in open area.








Enclosure 99  Joseph


1.   (59) Clean and treat or replace rusted wire.  Structurally sound but will scrape and paint enclosure.








Enclosure 97  TX Tigers


1.   (60) Replace rusted roof panels.  Structurally sound but will scrape and paint.





Enclosure 94  Bengali (see also comments above at 87 which we think also refer to this cage)


1.   (61) Replace rusted panel next to pool area.  Structurally sound but will replace. REPLACED.





2.   (62) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  Will reinforce with compliant ties or cage wire solution above. In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area and we respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cat in the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties. Per conference call have allowed cats back in open area.





Enclosure 93  Alex Tiger


1.	(63) Clean and treat or replace rusted roof panels.  Structurally sound but will scrape and paint.





Enclosure 92  Alex Tiger


1.	(64) Replace rusted panels covering old chute access.  Structurally sound. When we removed some of the tunnels on the cage we covered the holes with older wire so it would match. NOW REPLACED WITH NEW WIRE.








Enclosure 96  Vacation Rotation


1.   (65) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent. Will reinforce ties.  In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area.  We respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cats in the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties .Per conference call cats allowed back into enclosure.





Enclosure 1.   TJ Tiger 


1. (66) Multiple areas the wire needs to be reattached to the support.   


2. (67) Multiple trees that are being used to support wire are rotted and have to be removed.  New poles have to be added to support wire.  


3.  (68) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  


4.  (69) U nails that are attaching wire to poles/trees have to be re-secured to support wire.  


This cage has panels supported by a combination of poles and trees.  We are not aware of a rule regarding how many supports are required as long as the cage is sound. In this case we believe some of the trees are not necessary, they are just additional support. We examined the trees.  We found a few that are dead, but not rotted, so they continue to provide support until they deteriorate further.  Some trees are between poles and even if removed the poles are close enough together to provide support, i.e. the trees in those cases simply provide additional support. In some cases the panel is attached to the poles on one side and then woven through on the other side of the tree between the poles to wedge the panel to provide additional but not necessary additional support.  The U nails attaching the wire to the poles continue to hold the wire based on what we see, so it is unclear to us what rule requires that we re-secure them. The rule requires open top cages to be 12 feet tall.  This enclosure was originally 12 feet tall and then additional height was added. The first 12 feet of the cage is secured with 9 ga ties except possibly the very top tie. Smaller gauge ties were only used on the height that was added later above 12 feet which is beyond the requirement, except that the top tie on the 12 foot section may not be 9 ga.  We will examine enclosure more closely to determine what has to be done. Because the enclosure is secure, we would appreciate a temporary deviation so we do not have to lock the cat up in the small covered area.  Based on conference call allowed back into enclosure.











Enclosure 72  JoJo  *


1.   (70) Replace rusted ties on water lock out area.  Interior door that does not affect integrity of the cage and is structurally sound. TIES REPLACED AND DOOR AND FRAME PAINTED








2.   (71) Replace water box due not being at least 11.5 chain link/equivalent.  These water boxes are both 6 ga wire so not sure what boxes are referred to. NO ACTION PLANNED.





Enclosure 57 (Serval) Desiree 3 legged serval *


1.   (72) Open top enclosure.  A deviation is needed to house without a top. 68A-6.004(3)-No provision for open top.  The cage is well over the 1000 sf requirement but only 11 feet tall, just short of the 12 foot requirement.  The cat has been locked out of open top cage and a deviation has been requested. DEVIATION GRANTED – NO ACTION TO TAKE.





Enclosure 53  Cougar Triplets


1.   (73) Clean and treat or replace panels due to rust.  Structurally sound. Will scrape and paint.





Enclosure 29  Tobi


1.   (74) It is evident that a water line was in the den area.  This area must be able to drain around the enclosure and have no impact on the animal. 68A-6.0023(5)(b) see below  There is a discoloration on the den, but the den sits on a hill where it is not possible water could have collected high enough to create a water line.As part of our daily cleaning the keepers put any issues they observe on a chart.  Tobi has never been on the chart for water in her den or surrounding her den, and there was no water standing at time of inspection even though we had recent and heavy rains. We will observe when it rains next.  Whatever line was observed is not evidence of a violation. AS YOU CAN SEE IN THE PHOTO TOBI'S DEN SETS UP ON A HILL SO THERE IS NO WAY THAT WATER ROLLS INTO THE DEN. 





WE TOOK A PICTURE INSIDE THE DEN AND YOU CAN SEE A LINE OF DIRT AROUND THE EDGE WHERE SHE RUBS UP AGAINST THE WALL BUT IT IS NOT A WATER LINE. 





DESPITE THAT WE HAVE ADDED DIRT TO THE DEN AND TO THE CAGE FLOOR.











Enclosure 28  Aspen


1.   (75) Clean and treat or replace door area at ground level at water bowl due to corrosion.  Interior door that does not affect integrity of the cage and is structurally sound. SCRAPED AND PAINTED LOCKOUT AND REPLACED BRACE ON LOCKOUT DOOR


 





Enclosure 6  Raindance *


1. (76)	The wire in the water box areas (3) doesn’t meet the required strength for the species contained.  The wire was 10 gauge and in compliance. REPLACED. 








ACTION TAKEN ON CAGES NOT ON REPORT LIST AS RESULT OF OUR INSPECTION


Enclosure 5 Anasazi/Will *


	In our review we discovered three water box areas not mentioned in the report that were made from the thinner gauge wire but which we determined was 10 gauge and in compliance. REPLACED ALL THREE WATER BOX AREAS.








Enclosure 70 Little White Dove, Running Bear*


Examined these lockouts that were not on the list.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED BOTH LOCKOUTS.


 





Mrs. Baskins (FYI no “s” at end – a common mistake) – needs to be aware of the following but not limited to:





When animals are placed in temporary caging due to veterinarian needs the caging or housing shall be permanently marked and traceable written records indicating the date the wildlife was placed in temporary holding.  68A-6.0041





Note:  Cats are microchipped so “permanently marked” and identifiable, but in addition we will put a sign on the cage in the future with the name and date first confined.  When a cat is first confined in the hospital we log it on Important Updates in BigCat.me which is on computer in the Cat Hospital next to the cat and readily available to show the Inspector.  All of the cat’s information, including date of birth, health history, and chip number, are logged there as well. If the cat was taken off site to the veterinarian, typically the vet is treating the cat between other appointments and cannot write up her report of the treatment at that time. So the vet’s paper reports may be a few days later. But all of the cat’s care is texted to vet care staff immediately and charts are made and updated for medications given.  





REGULATIONS





(2) Wildlife being held for sale by those persons properly licensed pursuant to Section 379.3761 or 379.3711, F.S., or for veterinary care, or quarantine may be temporarily housed or caged in smaller cages or enclosures for a period not to exceed 60 days. With written notification to the Commission, this period may be extended in circumstances where a licensed veterinarian has certified that a longer holding period is medically necessary in the interests of the health, safety and welfare of the subject animals or the public. Medical records concerning all animals for which an extension of the 60-day period is obtained shall be maintained at the facility and shall be made available for inspection, upon request, by Commission personnel. The caging or enclosure of all wildlife temporarily held under this section shall not be smaller than that required for the caged animal to stand up, lie down, and turn around without touching the sides of the enclosure or another animal. All wildlife thus caged or housed shall be permanently marked or their enclosures shall be permanently marked, so as to be traceable to written records indicating the date the wildlife was placed in temporary holding. Such records


shall be maintained and made available for inspection by Commission personnel. Commission personnel shall direct dealers to mark wildlife temporarily if, upon inspection, there is no record indicating the date the wildlife was placed in temporary holding.





All cages with dirt floors shall be raked a minimum of once every three days.  68A-6.0023(5) (e)


(5) Sanitation and Nutritional Requirements:


(a) Sanitation, water disposal, and waste disposal shall be in accordance with all applicable local, state, and federal regulations.


(b) Water: Clean drinking water shall be provided daily. Any water containers used shall be clean. Reptiles and amphibians that do not drink water from containers and those in an inactive season or period shall be provided water in a manner and at such intervals as to ensure their health and welfare. All pools, tanks, water areas and water containers provided for swimming, wading or drinking shall be clean. Enclosures shall provide drainage for surface water and runoff.





(c) Food: Food shall be of a type and quantity that meets the nutritional requirements for the particular species, and shall be provided in an unspoiled and uncontaminated condition. Clean containers shall be used for feeding.


(d) Waste: Fecal and food waste shall be removed daily from inside, under, and around cages and stored or disposed of in a manner which prevents noxious odors or pests. Cages and enclosures shall be ventilated to prevent noxious odors.


(e) Cleaning and maintenance: Hard floors within cages or enclosures shall be cleaned a minimum of once weekly. Walls of cages and enclosures shall be spot cleaned daily. The surfaces of housing facilities, including perches, shelves and any furniture-type fixtures within the facility, shall be cleaned weekly, and shall be constructed in a manner and made of materials that permits thorough cleaning. Cages or enclosures with dirt floors shall be raked a minimum of once every three days and all waste material shall be removed. Any surface of cages or enclosures that may come into contact with animal(s) shall be free of excessive rust that prevents the required cleaning or that affects the structural strength. Any painted surface that may come into contact with wildlife shall be free of peeling or flaking paint.





68A-6.004 Standard Caging Requirements for Captive Wildlife.











(4) Carnivores and Certain Omnivores with Similar Requirements: (a) Wild felines.


In addition to requirements of this section, each cage or enclosure shall be equipped with a shelter(s)/nest box(es) large enough to accommodate all the animals in the enclosure simultaneously. Each enclosure shall have an accessible device to provide physical stimulation or manipulation compatible with the species. Such device shall be noninjurious, and may include, but is not limited to, boxes, balls, bones, barrels, drums, rawhide, pools, etc.


1. African and Asian lions; tigers.


a. For one or two animals, a cage 24 feet by 10 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage size by 25 percent of original floor area.


b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animal(s) simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed.


c. Outdoor cages over 1,000 square feet (uncovered) shall have vertical jump walls at least 10 feet high, with a 2-foot, 45 degree, inward angle overhang, or jump walls at least 12 feet high, without an overhang. The inward angle fencing shall be made of the same material as the vertical fencing. Wet or dry moats may be substituted for the required fencing provided prior Commission written approval has been obtained.


2. Jaguars, leopards, and cougars


a. For one or two animals, a cage 20 feet by 10 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage size by 25 percent of original floor area.


b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed.


c. Outdoor cages over 1,000 square feet (uncovered) for cougars shall have vertical jump walls at least 10 feet high, with a 4-foot, 45 degree, inward angle overhang. Leopards and jaguars shall not be kept in uncovered enclosures except in facilities with wet or dry moats, which have been previously approved in writing by the Commission.


3. Lesser cats (e.g., bobcats, lynx, ocelots, caracal, serval, margay, fishing cats, jungle cats, Teminick's cats, golden cats)


a. For one or two animals, a cage 12 feet by 6 feet, 6 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage size by 25 percent of original floor area.


b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed.


4. Small cats (e.g., Geoffroy's cats, jaguarundis, leopard cats, wildcats (Felis silvestris), mountain cats, pampas cats, marbled cats, pallas' cats, sand cats, oncilla/tiger cats, black-footed cats, flat-headed cats, kodkods, rusty-spotted cats)


a. For one or two animals, a cage 6 feet by 6 feet, 6 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage size by 25 percent of original floor area.


b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed.


5. Cheetahs


a. For one or two animals, a cage 40 feet by 20 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage size by 25 percent of original floor area.


b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure simultaneously.





68A-6.0023 General Regulations Governing Possession of Captive Wildlife; Public


Contact; Transfer of Wildlife and Record Keeping Requirements.


(1) No person shall maintain captive wildlife in any unsafe or unsanitary condition, or in a manner which


results in threats to the public safety, or the maltreatment or neglect of such wildlife. (2) Caging Requirements:


(a) All wildlife possessed in captivity shall, except when supervised and controlled in accordance with subsection (3) hereof, be maintained in cages or enclosures constructed and maintained in compliance with the provisions of Rules 68A-6.003, 68A-6.004 and 68A-6.007, F.A.C.


(b) Cages or enclosures housing captive wildlife shall be sufficiently strong to prevent escape and to protect the caged animal from injury, and shall be equipped with structural safety barriers to prevent any physical contact with the caged animal by the public, except for contacts as authorized under subsection (3) of this rule. Structural barriers may be constructed from materials such as fencing, moats, landscaping, or close- mesh wire, provided that materials used are safe and effective in preventing public contact.


(c) All cages or enclosures less than 1,000 square feet shall be covered at the top to prevent escape (except paddocks, reptile enclosures and habitats specified below). Class I or Class II wildlife shall not be kept in uncovered enclosures that are less than 1,000 square feet, except as specified in Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C. All outdoor enclosures for non-native venomous reptile species and reptiles of concern shall be topped with close-meshed wire or an equivalent barrier to provide additional security as specified in Rule 68A-6.007, F.A.C. For the purpose of this section, the following definitions apply:


1. Paddocks: Areas enclosed by fencing, railing or other Commission-approved structures which allow animals to graze or browse.


2. Reptile enclosures: Areas encompassed by smooth walls or other Commission-approved materials which provide safe keeping of venomous and non-venomous snakes, crocodilians and other reptiles.


3. Open air habitats or moated areas: Areas enclosed by Commission-approved fences, walls, or moats which provide safe keeping of species specified in Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C.


(d) Caging considered unsafe or otherwise not in compliance herewith shall be reconstructed or repaired within 30 days after notification of such condition. In the event such condition results in a threat to human safety or the safety of the wildlife maintained therein, the wildlife maintained therein shall, at the direction


of the Commission, be immediately placed in an approved facility, at the expense of the permittee, owner, or possessor, until such time as the unsafe condition is remedied. In instances where wildlife is seized or taken into custody by the Commission, said permittee, owner, or possessor of such wildlife shall be responsible for payment of all expenses relative to the animal's capture, transport, boarding, veterinary care, or other costs associated with or incurred due to such seizures or custody. Such expenses shall be paid by said permittee, owner, or possessor upon any conviction or finding of guilt of a criminal or noncriminal violation, regardless of adjudication or plea entered, of any provision of Chapter 379 or 828, F.S., or rules of the Commission, or if such violation is disposed of under Section 921.187, F.S. Failure to pay such expenses shall be grounds for revocation or denial of permits to such individuals to possess wildlife.





68A-6.003 Facility and Structural Caging Requirement for Class I, II and III Wildlife. (1) In addition to the standard caging requirements set forth in Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C., Class I and Class II animals shall be caged in accordance with the following requirements:


(a) All cages or enclosures of Class I and Class II wildlife, and Class III capuchin, spider and woolly monkeys, except paddocks, approved open air habitats, or outdoor reptile enclosures shall be equipped with a safety entrance. A safety entrance is defined as a protected, secure area that can be entered by a keeper that prevents animal escape and safeguards the keeper, or a device that can be activated by a keeper that prevents animal escape and safeguards entry. Such entrances shall include: A double-door mechanism, interconnecting cages, a lock-down area, or other comparable devices, subject to Commission approval,


that will prevent escape and safeguard the keeper. Safety entrances shall be constructed of materials that are of equivalent strength as that prescribed for cage construction for that particular species.


(b) All cages or enclosures constructed of chain link or other approved materials shall be well braced and securely anchored at ground level to prevent escape by digging or erosion. Cages shall be constructed using metal clamps, ties or braces of equivalent strength as the material required for cage construction for the particular species. Cages or enclosures using the ground as flooring must meet the following requirements:


1. For enclosures housing wildlife that exhibits a behavior of digging or burrowing:


Enclosures shall have a footer or bottom apron constructed of concrete, chainlink or equivalent strength material as specified in this rule for the housing of such wildlife. The footer must be a depth of 3 feet. In the instance of a bottom apron, the bottom apron must be securely attached to the bottom of the enclosure fencing or wall and extend inward into the enclosure a minimum of 3 feet. The bottom apron must be buried to prevent injury to the captive wildlife in the enclosure.


2. For enclosures affected by erosion:


Measures must be taken to stop the erosion. Such measures may include, but are not limited to, a footer or bottom apron as described above or other measures capable of ensuring the structural integrity of the enclosure and preventing the escape of the captive wildlife.








4





image5.png





image6.png





image7.png





image8.png





image9.png





image10.png





image11.png





image12.png





image13.png





image14.png





image15.png





image16.png





image17.png





image18.png





image19.png





image20.png





image21.png





image22.png





image23.png





image24.png





image25.png





image26.png





image27.png





image28.png





image29.png





image30.png





image31.png





image32.png





image33.png





image34.png





image35.png





image36.png





image37.png





image38.jpeg





image39.png





image40.png





image41.png





image42.png





image43.png





image44.png





image45.png





image46.png





image47.png





image48.png





image49.png





image50.png





image51.png





image52.png





image53.png





image54.png





image1.png





image55.png





image56.png





image57.png





image58.png





image59.png





image60.png





image61.png





image62.png





image63.png





image64.png





image2.png





image3.png





image4.png







FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION DIVISION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT


CAPTIVE WILDLIFE INSPECTIONS FORM





COMMENTS:


This was an unannounced routine inspection.  Mrs. Gale Ingram who is the operations manager of the facility was present during the inspection.  The facility is located on forty-five (45) plus acres in an urban area of Hillsborough County.  The facility is completely enclosed with an eight foot perimeter fence with locking gate. The material trade marked as Rhino wall utilized on the west side noted during a previous inspection conducted by Lt. Steve DeLacure on 10/05/2010 meets the required 11.5 gauge wire requirement.   Majority of the enclosures are constructed of galvanized welded panels of structural strength exceeding nine gauge chain link/equivalent.  The enclosures meet or exceed caging requirements although most are irregular shapes, with overlapping panels, integrated sub-terrannean supports 8-12 inches deep and horizontal trusses which contribute to the structural integrity of the enclosure despite the absence of structure support poles holding the cages from falling over.  The enclosures utilize hog rings that are 9 gauge link/equivalent to connect the panels together. There are four open top enclosures that are constructed with welded steel panels with the wire greater than 9 gauge chain link and supported with steel poles.  The vertical wall height is 15’ with a inward 45 degree 5’ overhang.  Incorporated at the terminal end of the overhang is a 1’ cantilever vertical lip to provide additional escape prevention.





All animals appeared to be healthy with food and fresh water provided. All enclosures had the proper enrichment, shelter and are maintained in sanitary conditions. Listed below are the violations that were noted during this inspection.  To identify each enclosure the cleaning map number system was utilized. All rules pertaining to the violations will be attached at the end of this report.  All violations shall be corrected within 30 days from the receipt of this report or further action may be taken.


(Any included photographs may not be inclusive of all identified discrepancies observed during the inspection, but may be rep resentative of other discrepancies associated with the identified cage, structure or required equipment and described within this report.)





GENERAL RESPONSES FROM BIG CAT RESCUE


(Specific responses appear under each alleged violation)





We have added the names of the animals to more easily identify the cages.  In a few cases we think the cage number was incorrect and have noted what we think is the correct cage.





We have added asterisks to identify Class 2 and Class 3 animals as follows:


* designates Class 2


(20 cat cages were Class 2 only requiring 11.5 ga, but we use 6 ga panels and 9 ga hog rings)


** designates Class 3 one genet (not finding any cage requirements for Class 3)





As is explained below, we believe that the majority of the observations listed in this report are not violations of any rule.  But we agree that some that we do not believe are violations should be addressed.  This gives rise to a suggestion.  Currently the inspectors and investigators act in a policing role focusing on the rules.  But, their knowledge goes far beyond the rules.  They get to see the inside of animal operations all over the State and see how they operate.  I wonder if the FWC inspectors and investigators could play an expanded role, with no additional effort, that would be highly consistent with the mission of FWC, if they were able to add to a report “recommendations” that are not violations, but suggestions, in addition to noting violations.  This could include items that are not yet violations but have the potential to be if not addressed.  A good example is surface rust that does not affect the structural strength but eventually will if not addressed.  





The intense six hour inspection was of course stressful for our staff particularly since it unfortunately occurred on a day when Carole and I were not here.  But, assuming we can work together to resolve the concerns expressed below, it served a good purpose.  When things change very slowly and gradually over time and people are busy, it is easy for them not to get noticed.  Parents don’t see that their young children are growing gradually every day, but the uncle who visits once a year from out of town is immediately struck by the fact that the child grew two inches.  





Similarly, the inspection has forced us to break from our daily routines and have a team of us spend the last few days inspecting the property, looking at each of the items on this report and addressing as many as we could immediately.  While, as noted, we believe most are not violations, we agree that many should be addressed.  We have limited staff, so we created two lists of items to prioritize the action items and are working on them now.  I will note on this document the ones completed at the time I send it to you.  By the time we talk Friday afternoon I expect others will be completed.





In the meantime, I appreciate your consideration of the comments below, and the idea of allowing inspectors and investigators to make recommendations in addition to noting violations, which we feel would be a very appropriate way to handle much of what is contained in this report.





Raking.  The cats defecate around the perimeter of the cages as a way of marking their territories because our cages give them a generous area to live in.  We clean every cage every day by walking the outside perimeter of the fence, spotting the feces, inserting a long pole with an L at the end through the 4x4” cage wire, raking the feces to the edge of the cage, then picking it up with barbecue tongs inserted through the 4x4 wire.





Many licensees have cats living on concrete.  The main reason is the ease of cleaning – simply hose it down.  We believe this is an unsuitable substrate for cats.  In addition to being uncomfortable it causes arthritis in their later years.  Where licensees have dirt substrate, they usually have very small cages.  Raking those small cages with traditional rakes is feasible and likely necessary as the animal has such limited space to live in and defecate.  





We not only have very spacious cages, but a large part of giving the cats the best life we can is to have them in a natural setting with foliage.  I am not sure when the rule refers to “dirt floors” whether this means substrate this is just dirt with no foliage or includes cages with grass and/or other foliage.   We have many acres of cages.  It is not feasible to rake acres of cages in the traditional manner.  Even if we could, it would be difficult not to negatively impact the natural foliage.





Presumably the purpose of the raking requirement is to remove feces. We have never had a comment from the public or an inspector that I know of about our cages having feces in them.  The rule does not define raking, or rake, or require that every square foot of the cage be raked.  Webster defines raking as “to gather, loosen or smooth with or as if with a rake.”  We clearly meet the substantive requirement of the rule, i.e. keeping the cages free of feces.  We exceed the technical requirement by raking with our cleaning tool as if with a rake daily instead of every three days.  Our method of raking the cages has been accepted as satisfying the raking requirement for 20 years.





Corrosion or rust. Many of the alleged violations relate to rust on the cages.  For a long time we were only able to find single galvanized panels.  Eventually they rust. We now have a source for double galvanized panels which resist rust much better.  We intentionally use wire of a gauge far in excess of the minimum requirement.  All of our cages are 6 ga versus the 9 ga requirement for Class 1 and the 11.5 ga for Class 2.  The rule prohibits “excessive rust prevents the required cleaning or that affects the structural strength.”  Surface rust does not violate the rule.  And with the larger gauge wire we use, minor pitting that just creates a roughness on the surface of the wire does not reduce the structural strength below the required 9 ga strength. 





We have even more incentive than FWC does to insure that our cages are sound and cats cannot escape.  Fortunately we have strong financial support and never have to make a decision to defer needed cage replacement for financial reasons. However, replacing roofs on cages or entire cages is a very expensive proposition.  Our typical traditional cages cost $10,000 to $20,000 and the labor must all be done by our limited staff.  Replacing them before they really need replacing is a significant waste of resources.





We have examined the locations that were commented on as violations for corrosion.  There is no case where we believe the level of rust reduced the structural strength below the level of the required wire gauge.  In some cases we determined that the wire had sufficient corrosion that based on our standards it should be replaced. In other cases we agree that it is time to scrape and paint.  We do not typically paint during the summer due to frequent rain.  We will prioritize the required painting by doing the cages that need paint the most first.  These include the cages at the south end of the property housing Joseph lion and three tigers, and the tiger cages along the west end of the lake.  This will take a number of months to complete.  Meantime, we respectfully request that the references to rust as a violation of the rule be removed.





Tie wire on new open top cages.  The tie wire on the open top cages constructed in the last two years is not 9 ga it is 14 ga.  There are 12 tie wires on each pole.  Given the number of ties we have, if pressure were applied to pull a 9 ga panel away from the pole, the panel joints might well give way before the tie wire, and the ties might be the equivalent of 9 ga.  





We will examine reinforcing the ties, but we will leave the current wire in place since there is no reason to remove it and it does contribute strength.  We appreciate Investigator Brown advising of source for 9 ga wire.  We purchased some and when the gauge tool is put to it, it measures 7 ga and is extremely difficult to bend.  Another possible solution might be to add at two places on each pole a brace made of the 6 ga wire panels as pictured below with 9 ga hog rings. This creates a very firm hold by 6 ga wire due to the tension created by having this very firm wire arc around the pole.  Will advise after we have an action plan to recommend.





 








Snap clips.  Snap clips for holding cage doors were listed as a violation.  The smallest snap clip we use is 5 ga at its narrowest point.  The larger snap clip is 4 ga.  Both far exceed the 9 ga wire.  Further, the sliding portion never encounters stress.  If pressure is applied to the door, the door wire presses against one thick end of the crescent and the cage wire against the other.  The snap is clearly in excess of the 9 ga requirement and we do not believe violates any rule.





Tree limbs through cage panel openings.  There are a number of mentions of tree limbs growing through the wire.  We know of no rule on this unless the limb impairs the structural integrity of the cage, which we believe none of them do.  We will do some trimming of these as discussed below, but request that they be removed as violations.


Cages built around trees.  We build cages around trees both to create a natural setting and to give added strength to the cage.  The wire is typically cut tight to the tree and frequently the tree will eventually grow around the wire.  In situations where the tree grows in a way that causes the wire to be pulled in a way that we feel will eventually threaten the integrity of the wire or leave a gap, we trim the wire away from the tree where the tree has grown over it, free it, and reposition it.  We do not believe trees growing in a cage are a violation unless they cause the integrity of the cage wire to diminish below the required gauge strength.  Wire bending to some extent does not challenge the panel integrity.


Debris on top of cage.  In our heavily treed natural environment leaves and branches fall on top of the cages.  We periodically remove these and do not let the natural matter pile up to become a weight that would impair the integrity of the cage roof.  None of the cages had an amount of debris that would impair the integrity.  If modest amounts of natural debris on top of cages were to be a violation, we would be in violation every time an inspector walked in because it is constantly falling. We request these be removed as violations.


Leaving cats in open top cages.  We believe that with the current tie wire there is no issue of the ability of the enclosure to contain the cats, particularly given the age of our cats. While we work to add compliant ties, we would appreciate a temporary deviation so we do not have to confine the cats in the small covered areas.  Some of these cats are very old and we would like to give them the best life we can while we have them if you would permit this temporary deviation.  Per conference call cats allowed back in.


Water boxes gauge.  Although we have replaced the water boxes that were noted as insufficient gauge wire, we purchased a gauge and found they are all 10 gauge or better.  Since the requirement on lesser cats is 11.5 gauge, all were in compliance.


  


Summary of general remarks.  There are really two overarching issues regarding the items in this report.  First, if we accept some of the items as violations, frankly, we will always be in violation every time an inspector comes.  There will always be some cages with debris on the roofs from the trees above.  There will always be some cages in the queue to be painted that will have surface rust.


Second, I think you know we have a different situation than other licensees.  Because of our advocacy work to improve the lives of big cats generally, certain persistently untruthful individuals repeatedly attack us in one form or another.  You see this is in the form of groundless complaints filed by people like Barbara Hoffman (lost USDA license and had cats confiscated by Texas authorities) who recently filed totally unfounded complaints not only with FWC but with OSHA, EPC, and the County Health Department.  None of the complaints are based on any personal knowledge on her part.  Their purpose is simply misuse government resources to harass us. Joe Schreibvogel, the tiger cub exploiter in Oklahoma who we ended up suing, winning a $1mm judgment against, and are now chasing through bankruptcy court, along with employees or associates of his, has been a repeated source of complaints to FWC and other agencies.  Here in Florida, Vernon Yates and Kathy Stearns grossly misrepresented to the media the recent situation with the leopard in the open top cage.  Yates has recently repeatedly filed groundless complaints with OSHA. Yates has not been here since the 90’s and Stearns has been here to personally observe anything.  We get absolutely stellar reviews from the public on TripAdvisor, Great Nonprofits and Zerve.


We very much want to work with FWC like we have in the past, and in particular are very excited about the upcoming effort to revisit the rules regarding how big cats are kept in Florida and hope to give you useful input.  But this report as currently written creates a serious problem for us.  One, noted above, is that if we accept some of these items as violations, we will always be in violation.  The other is concern for the reputation of the sanctuary.  Accepting this enormous number of items as violations, many of which we believe do not constitute violations although agree it is appropriate to address many of them, would give the Yates’ and Stearns’ an opportunity to misrepresent us as flagrant violators of your rules and having an unsafe facility.  That clearly is not the case.  I would appreciate whatever sensitivity you can show for that concern.  


For purposes of our locating and dealing with the items on the list, it has been useful to have them listed by cat.  However, when it comes to issuing a final report, I would appreciate it if we could work with you to list the violation one time and then note the cages it applies to.  For instance, if the tie wire on the newer open top cages is not up to gauge, it would be helpful to have one item referring to that as a violation and then list the cages where it applies, rather than have it appear numerous times by cage.


I very much appreciate the opening comments in the report about the health of the animals and the caging meeting or exceeding requirements.  It would be very helpful if the final report could include language to the effect that none of the comments in the report imply any issue of the safety of the public.  That is how Yates and Stearns absurdly positioned the 18 year old leopard in the open cage to the media.  It is amazing how stories like that morph.  We have actually had people tell us they heard we had a leopard escape.  So some statement that none of the items in the report create a public safety issue would be much appreciated.


In order to make comments on the items in the report we converted the report document from a pdf to Word.  That is unfortunately an imperfect process that leads to formatting issues, among which are that the photos did not come through.  The original report will have to be read alongside this one to see the photos. I appreciate your understanding.  We also added a sequential number in parenthesis at each item so we could more easily refer to a particular item.



Cleaning map with numbering system


			














Enclosure 7 Bailey/Moses *


1.   (1) Tree coming through breaking upper wire degrading the integrity.  This cage contains two declawed bobcats that cannot climb a tree.  The wire is tight to the tree and the bend in the wire does not impair the integrity of the cage. WE CUT AWAY THE BRANCHES AND THERE WERE NO HOLES IN THE WIRE. IT WAS TWISTED A LITTLE NOT CAUSING ANY STRUCTURAL DAMAGE TO THE ROOF BUT WE CLEARED AWAY THE FOLIAGE TRIMMED THE WIRE AROUND THE TREE AND PATCHED IT BACK IN.


 





2.   (2) Rusted/pitted wire on attached upper panel on food and water lockout –replace.  Structurally sound.   3.   (3) Clean and treat surface rust on metal frame door on food and water lockout.  Structurally sound. LOCKOUT, DOOR AND  FRAME SCRAPED AND PAINTED.














Enclosure 8 Breezy *


1.   (4) Food and water lockout support door right corner cracking- replace. Interior door that does not degrade integrity of cage.  REPLACED CORNER











2.   (5) Clean and treat corrosion areas around enclosure.  Does not degrade integrity of cage but will scrape and paint.





Enclosure 9


1.  (6)  Baby Cakes ** Clean debris off enclosure. Pine needles and leaves.  See Debris on top of cage above. DEBRIS REMOVED





NOTE:  The chicken wire is being utilized to prevent outside pest and not used for containment.





Enclosure 10  Cheetaro


1.  (7)  Cut branches out of fence adjacent to trailer.  There are two branches that when alive had grown around the wire and were hanging from the wire.  They are not heavy and do not impair the integrity of the cage.  When freshly cut they would have been very difficult to cut off the wire. Now that they have dried out it will be much easier.  BRANCHES REMOVED


2.  (8) Remove vine growth and debris off roof.  Not aware of any rule about vine.  They provide shade. Each year they die off with the first freeze and then grow back. See Debris on top of cage above. NO ACTION PLANNED.


3. (9) Remove palmetto vegetation that is blocking view of seam connecting the two panels.  We do not believe the palmetto blocks the view of the seam and prefer not to destroy a plant if it is not a problem.


 





4.  (10) Remove dead tree/limb through wire.  See Tree limbs through cage panel openings above.  Were this limb to break off on both sides of the cage, it would leave a 4x8” hole instead of a 4.4” hole which does not violate any rule and that the leopard in the cage could not fit through. WE REMOVED THE LIMB.


5. (11) Readjust support beam due to being a weight bearing support.  This vertical bridge that is intended to keep the roof from sagging has twisted from the vertical position and does need to be readjusted or replaced.  The sagging does not impair the soundness of the roof with respect to containing the cat. BRACE REPAIRED AND THAT SECTION OF ROOF PAINTED. 


6.  (12) Replace rusted ceiling panel over stucco shelf.  This panel sags because there is vertical bridge on either side but a gap of about four feet between the two bridges. ADDED BRIDGE TO FILL THE GAP AND SCRAPED AND PAINTED.  Both repairs shown in photo below.








Enclosure 11  Apollo/Zeus  *


1. (13)  Tree outside of enclosure branches coming through wire.  Remove.   These are very small branches from a small tree and violate no rule. NO ACTION PLANNED


 


2.  (14) Dead tree inside enclosure. Remove    This dead tree is cut off just above the cage top and acts like a post to provide additional but not necessary support to the roof. It violates no rule but we will remove. REMOVED AND ROOF PATCHED.





3. (15) Rusted and pitted wire on water box. Replace.   One wire did have noticeable pitting, but there is a non pitted wire parallel right beside it so the pitted wire does not affect the integrity of the cage. WATER BOX REPLACED AND LOCKOUT SCRAPED AND PAINTED 








4. (16) Water box separating door framework corroded.  Clean, treat, or replace.   Apollo had a very small corner of his lockout that was rusty but structurally sound.   WE CUT OUT THE RUSTY PIECE AND REPLACED IT WITH NEW WIRE, SCRAPED AND PAINTED THE LOCKOUT AND THE DOOR FRAME. 




















Enclosure 12  Apache/Divinity  *


1.   (17) Replace lockout panel upper corroded.  REPLACED


2.  (18) Small tunnel door/lower pipe support replace due to corrosion.  Interior door so does not affect integrity of the cage.LOWER PIPE REPLACED, TUNNEL SCRAPED AND PAINTED.


. 


3.   (19) Replace door patch corroded and pitted.  Older wire was apparently used to patch this former door opening.  Structurally sound but does have minor pitting. APACHE AND DIVINITY DOOR PATCH REPLACED WITH NEW WIRE AND PAINTED 














Enclosure 14  Alachua Bob  *


1.   (20) Separating door framework wire corroded.  Clean, treat, or replace.  Interior door that does not affect integrity of the cage and is structurally sound. Did not find any rust on door.  REPLACED WIRE TIES ON FRAMEWORK OF DOOR.  


2.   (21) Spring loaded clips used to attach interior door to the framework.  Clips have to be the same or like material.  The spring loaded mechanism and bolt doesn’t meet the requirements.  See Snap clips above.  REPLACED SNAPS WITH LOCKS ON INSIDE AND OUTSIDE DOORS OF BOTH SAFETY ENTRANCES








Enclosure 16  Gilligan  *


1.   (22) Dent in wire containment hog rings disconnected or stretched.  Replace.  Structurally sound.  There is a six square by three square area that is bent but the integrity of the roof is not compromised. We actually use this dent, caused during the pine tree blight caused a huge pine to fall on it, to show our tour visitors how our cages stand up much better in hurricanes than chain link boxes. We see no issue with the hog rings. NO ACTION PLANNED.





Enclosure 41 and 42  Santino  *


1.   (23) Replace water box adjacent to public walkway.  The box is structurally sound. 2.   (24) Treat and paint rust on wire (water box) #42  Structurally sound.  ON TWO OF THE LOCKOUTS WE REPLACED BOTH THE WATER BOWL BOX AND THE FRONT END OF LOCKOUT.  ON THIRD REPLACED WATER BOWL BOX.














Enclosure 44  Servie  * We believe cage # is incorrect. Is cage 46 Doodles


1.   (25) Clean and treat or replace safety gate wire.  WE CHECKED BOTH CAGE NUMBERS AND FOUND NO SAFETY GATE WITH RUST SO NOT SURE WHERE THIS IS.


2.   Replace rusted roof panel where tree comes through.  Structurally sound.  WE CUT OFF THE DEAD BRANCH OF THE TREE THROUGH THE ROOF AND PATCHED OVER THE HOLE.





3.   (26) Hog rings not attached.  Check enclosure and correct.  WE FOUND NO PLACE THAT THERE WERE NOT HOG RINGS. THERE WAS A RING AT LEAST EVERY 6 TO 8 INCHES.


4.   (27) Remove small tree in back coming through wire.  See Tree limbs through cage panel openings above.  THERE IS NO REASON TO REMOVE THIS TREE. IT IS ALIVE, IT IS LESS THAN 4 INCHES IN DIAMETER, AND GOING THROUGH THE ROOF OF DOODLES CAGE. NO ACTION PLANNED.








Enclosure 45  Nairobi  * We believe cage # is incorrect.  Is cage 43.


1.   (28) Remove debris from the top.  See Debris on top of cage above. REMOVED SOME OF DEBRIS BUT THERE WAS NOT MUCH TO BEGIN WITH.


2.   (29) Replace wall panel rusted and degraded wire ground level.  Structurally sound.  Investigators dug down below ground level to find rust.  WE DUG OUT THE STAKE WIRE AND REPLACED IT AT GROUND LEVEL. THE STAKE WIRE WAS PAINTED WITH RUSTOLEUM BEFORE PUTTING IT INTO THE GROUND. THAT IS WHY IT LOOKS SO RED.








Enclosure 48  Levi  *


1.   (30) Top panel add ties or replace panel to connect lower portion.  We are aware if no rule that says how many points of contact have to be made between a roof and wall. Current number of ties is structurally sound. We could not find anywhere ties needed to be added.  All 6-8 inches apart except one spot over the bridge where it had to be 16 inches but the bridge makes it even more secure than a tie. NO ACTION PLANNED.





Enclosure 49  Sheena  *


1.   (31) Replace top panel on water area due to corrosion.  Structurally sound (Photo below was Wednesday before painting Thursday.)  SCRAPED AND PAINTED LOCKOUT. 


2.   (32) Multiple rusted welds on panels.  Clean and treat.  Structurally sound.  HAVE MOVED SHEENA TO ENCLOSURE 43 AFTER IT WAS STAKE WIRED SO WE CAN PAINT ENTIRE CAGE 49.


3.   (33) Replace water box doesn’t meet 11.5 gauge wire requirement. (Was 10 gauge and met the requirement) REPLACED 








 


Enclosure 51 Armani


1.   (34) Clean and treat or replace panels due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED.





Enclosure 68  Rusty & Sassy *


1.   (35) Clean and treat or replace water lockdown area due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED


 


Enclosure 69  Little Dove *


1.   (36) Clean and treat or replace wire panels due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint. WE SCRAPED AND PAINTED HER LOCKOUT. FOR SOME ODD REASON THERE WERE SOME INDIVIDUAL STRANDS OF WIRE ON THE CAGE PANEL  THAT WERE A LITTLE RUSTY SO WE SCRAPED AND PAINTED THOSE.





2.   (37) Remove dead debris off roof.  See Debris on top of cage above REMOVED SOME


  





Enclosure 71 Sierra *


1.    (38) Remove grass along enclosure.  We know of no rule requiring removal of grass along enclosure or any reason to remove it.  The wire is clearly visible. GALE ADVISED THAT JARRED RECENTLY WEED WHACKED BY SIERRA SO IT IS POSSIBLE THAT HE HAD REMOVED THE GRASS REFERRED TO IN THE REPORT AFTER THE INSPECTION BUT BEFORE WE EXAMINED THE AREA.  


.  





Enclosure 74  Andi *


1.  (39) Remove dead debris off roof.  See Debris on top of cage above.  WE REMOVED EVERY BRANCH ON THIS CAGE THAT WAS OVER 1 INCH IN DIAMETER, PILED THEM UP ON THE SCALES AND THE TOTAL WEIGHT WAS 27 POUNDS. THAT WAS SPREAD OUT OVER TWO CAGES THAT ARE MORE THAN 1200 FT.² IN SIZE. JARRED WALKS AROUND ON TOP OF THESE CAGES WHEN HE PAINTS THEM AND WEIGHS OVER 160 POUNDS.





2.   (40) Remove dead limb off tree through wire panel and repair.  See Tree limbs through cage panel openings above.  REMOVED LIMB. NO WIRE REPAIR NEEDED.


3.   (41) Replace water dish outside panel.  We found nothing wrong with either of the  water dish boxes nor either of the lockouts except minor rust on one lockout door.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED LOWER RUNG OF LOCKOUT DOOR.





Enclosure 73  Cherokee *


1.   (42) Clean and treat or replace feed and water box due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED BOTH LOCKOUTS.


 





Enclosure 75  Banshee *


1.   (43) Clean and treat support pole. We think this refers to the vertical bridges. Note: A tree fell on this cage and we cut it down.  As a result the bridge is somewhat twisted so the roof bows in a bit, but is sound.  The gap around pine tree is not big enough for a cat to escape and this cat is declawed and could not climb a tree.  REPLACED THE ROOF BRIDGES AND PATCHED AROUND ONE TREE. 








Enclosure 76  Nakita Lion


1.   (44) Remove roof debris.  See Debris on top of cage above. REMOVAL IN PROCESS


2.   (45) Clean and treat wire on safety entrance.  Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint.


3.   (46) Remove bamboo growing through roof wire or exclude from the enclosure.  Structurally sound. Know of no rule requiring this.  Will cut down bamboo but only because it grows and limits Nakita’s ability to navigate that corner of the cage. 2/3 OF BAMBOO REMOVED SO FAR 12/3





4.   (47) Cut vegetation encroaching on the enclosure wire.  We know of no rule requiring removal of vegetation along enclosure. DONE


 


5.   (48) Clean and treat or replace rusted roof wire.  Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint.


6.   (49) Use 9 gauge wire to attach panels to post.  See proposed solution above.  In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area and we respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cat in the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties. Per conference call have released cat into open area.


7.   (50) Replace rusted panels on roofed back area next to open top. Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint.





Enclosure 84 Simba This is incorrect.  Is cage 83 Reno


1.   (51) Replace roof trusses/corner.  Structurally sound. We think this refers to a place where the cage height changes and the panel slants but are not sure. THE TRUSS INVOLVED WAS THE STEP UP FROM THE 9 FOOT CAGE HEIGHT TO THE 15 FOOT CAGE HEIGHT.  IT WAS SECURE BUT LOOKED TWISTED BECAUSE THE CAGE HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY BENT BY THE TREE. WE UNRINGED THE STEP UP AND MOVED IT OUT 8 INCHES SO IT IS NOW STRAIGHT.





2.   (52) Replace rusted hog rings and ruptured roof panel near den.  Structurally sound. Not sure if (51) above is part of the same area as this. We think the “rupture” is where we cut away space for the limb to grow through and wire is bent but structurally sound.  We are deciding whether the cut limb and lose shade or reinforce the space around it. Did not detect hog rings with rust requiring replacement.  HAVE MOVED CAT OUT OF ENCLOSURE UNTIL WORK DONE (NOW DONE).  THE RUPTURED PORTION IS WHERE THE BIG LIMB GOES THROUGH THE TOP AND SIDE AT THE TOP OF THE 15 FOOT AREA. WE CUT AND RE-PATCHED AROUND THE TREE LIMBS. THIS CAGE IS DONE.


 





3.   (53) Remove vegetation adjacent to the wire.  Not a violation. This palmetto bush did not block view of the wire from positions other than directly in front of it. REMOVED PALMETTO  





Enclosure 87 (94)  Bengali (We think this cage number is incorrect because 87 does not have the cage features described here but 94 does so we believe the comments are about 94.)


1.   (54) Replace hog rings on safety entrance roof.  REMOVED FIVE STRETCHED HOG RINGS AND REPLACED THEM WITH NINE NEW ONES ON BENGALIS SAFETY ENTRANCE





2.   (55) Replace wire inside of the external den.  This wire is covered in concrete and structurally sound.   HAVE TORN DOWN THIS OLDER DEN AND NEW DEN UNDER CONSTRUCTION. 








3.   (56) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  See proposed solution above.  In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area of a different cage.  We respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cat in the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties. Per conference call have allowed cats back in open area. Will reinforce wire.


	





Enclosure 95  CamBu


1.   (57) Replace rusted panels on covered cage housing den.  Structurally sound. Will scrape and paint.





2.   (58) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  Will reinforce with compliant ties or cage wire solution above.  In the meantime the cats have been locked in the covered area and we respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cats in the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties. Per conference call have allowed cats back in open area.








Enclosure 99  Joseph


1.   (59) Clean and treat or replace rusted wire.  Structurally sound but will scrape and paint enclosure.








Enclosure 97  TX Tigers


1.   (60) Replace rusted roof panels.  Structurally sound but will scrape and paint.





Enclosure 94  Bengali (see also comments above at 87 which we think also refer to this cage)


1.   (61) Replace rusted panel next to pool area.  Structurally sound but will replace. REPLACED.





2.   (62) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  Will reinforce with compliant ties or cage wire solution above. In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area and we respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cat in the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties. Per conference call have allowed cats back in open area.





Enclosure 93  Alex Tiger


1.	(63) Clean and treat or replace rusted roof panels.  Structurally sound but will scrape and paint.





Enclosure 92  Alex Tiger


1.	(64) Replace rusted panels covering old chute access.  Structurally sound. When we removed some of the tunnels on the cage we covered the holes with older wire so it would match. NOW REPLACED WITH NEW WIRE.








Enclosure 96  Vacation Rotation


1.   (65) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent. Will reinforce ties.  In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area.  We respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cats in the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties .Per conference call cats allowed back into enclosure.





Enclosure 1.   TJ Tiger 


1. (66) Multiple areas the wire needs to be reattached to the support.   


2. (67) Multiple trees that are being used to support wire are rotted and have to be removed.  New poles have to be added to support wire.  


3.  (68) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  


4.  (69) U nails that are attaching wire to poles/trees have to be re-secured to support wire.  


This cage has panels supported by a combination of poles and trees.  We are not aware of a rule regarding how many supports are required as long as the cage is sound. In this case we believe some of the trees are not necessary, they are just additional support. We examined the trees.  We found a few that are dead, but not rotted, so they continue to provide support until they deteriorate further.  Some trees are between poles and even if removed the poles are close enough together to provide support, i.e. the trees in those cases simply provide additional support. In some cases the panel is attached to the poles on one side and then woven through on the other side of the tree between the poles to wedge the panel to provide additional but not necessary additional support.  The U nails attaching the wire to the poles continue to hold the wire based on what we see, so it is unclear to us what rule requires that we re-secure them. The rule requires open top cages to be 12 feet tall.  This enclosure was originally 12 feet tall and then additional height was added. The first 12 feet of the cage is secured with 9 ga ties except possibly the very top tie. Smaller gauge ties were only used on the height that was added later above 12 feet which is beyond the requirement, except that the top tie on the 12 foot section may not be 9 ga.  We will examine enclosure more closely to determine what has to be done. Because the enclosure is secure, we would appreciate a temporary deviation so we do not have to lock the cat up in the small covered area.  Based on conference call allowed back into enclosure.











Enclosure 72  JoJo  *


1.   (70) Replace rusted ties on water lock out area.  Interior door that does not affect integrity of the cage and is structurally sound. TIES REPLACED AND DOOR AND FRAME PAINTED








2.   (71) Replace water box due not being at least 11.5 chain link/equivalent.  These water boxes are both 6 ga wire so not sure what boxes are referred to. NO ACTION PLANNED.





Enclosure 57 (Serval) Desiree 3 legged serval *


1.   (72) Open top enclosure.  A deviation is needed to house without a top. 68A-6.004(3)-No provision for open top.  The cage is well over the 1000 sf requirement but only 11 feet tall, just short of the 12 foot requirement.  The cat has been locked out of open top cage and a deviation has been requested. DEVIATION GRANTED – NO ACTION TO TAKE.





Enclosure 53  Cougar Triplets


1.   (73) Clean and treat or replace panels due to rust.  Structurally sound. Will scrape and paint.





Enclosure 29  Tobi


1.   (74) It is evident that a water line was in the den area.  This area must be able to drain around the enclosure and have no impact on the animal. 68A-6.0023(5)(b) see below  There is a discoloration on the den, but the den sits on a hill where it is not possible water could have collected high enough to create a water line.As part of our daily cleaning the keepers put any issues they observe on a chart.  Tobi has never been on the chart for water in her den or surrounding her den, and there was no water standing at time of inspection even though we had recent and heavy rains. We will observe when it rains next.  Whatever line was observed is not evidence of a violation. AS YOU CAN SEE IN THE PHOTO TOBI'S DEN SETS UP ON A HILL SO THERE IS NO WAY THAT WATER ROLLS INTO THE DEN. 





WE TOOK A PICTURE INSIDE THE DEN AND YOU CAN SEE A LINE OF DIRT AROUND THE EDGE WHERE SHE RUBS UP AGAINST THE WALL BUT IT IS NOT A WATER LINE. 





DESPITE THAT WE HAVE ADDED DIRT TO THE DEN AND TO THE CAGE FLOOR.











Enclosure 28  Aspen


1.   (75) Clean and treat or replace door area at ground level at water bowl due to corrosion.  Interior door that does not affect integrity of the cage and is structurally sound. SCRAPED AND PAINTED LOCKOUT AND REPLACED BRACE ON LOCKOUT DOOR


 





Enclosure 6  Raindance *


1. (76)	The wire in the water box areas (3) doesn’t meet the required strength for the species contained.  The wire was 10 gauge and in compliance. REPLACED. 








ACTION TAKEN ON CAGES NOT ON REPORT LIST AS RESULT OF OUR INSPECTION


Enclosure 5 Anasazi/Will *


	In our review we discovered three water box areas not mentioned in the report that were made from the thinner gauge wire but which we determined was 10 gauge and in compliance. REPLACED ALL THREE WATER BOX AREAS.








Enclosure 70 Little White Dove, Running Bear*


Examined these lockouts that were not on the list.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED BOTH LOCKOUTS.


 





Mrs. Baskins (FYI no “s” at end – a common mistake) – needs to be aware of the following but not limited to:





When animals are placed in temporary caging due to veterinarian needs the caging or housing shall be permanently marked and traceable written records indicating the date the wildlife was placed in temporary holding.  68A-6.0041





Note:  Cats are microchipped so “permanently marked” and identifiable, but in addition we will put a sign on the cage in the future with the name and date first confined.  When a cat is first confined in the hospital we log it on Important Updates in BigCat.me which is on computer in the Cat Hospital next to the cat and readily available to show the Inspector.  All of the cat’s information, including date of birth, health history, and chip number, are logged there as well. If the cat was taken off site to the veterinarian, typically the vet is treating the cat between other appointments and cannot write up her report of the treatment at that time. So the vet’s paper reports may be a few days later. But all of the cat’s care is texted to vet care staff immediately and charts are made and updated for medications given.  





REGULATIONS





(2) Wildlife being held for sale by those persons properly licensed pursuant to Section 379.3761 or 379.3711, F.S., or for veterinary care, or quarantine may be temporarily housed or caged in smaller cages or enclosures for a period not to exceed 60 days. With written notification to the Commission, this period may be extended in circumstances where a licensed veterinarian has certified that a longer holding period is medically necessary in the interests of the health, safety and welfare of the subject animals or the public. Medical records concerning all animals for which an extension of the 60-day period is obtained shall be maintained at the facility and shall be made available for inspection, upon request, by Commission personnel. The caging or enclosure of all wildlife temporarily held under this section shall not be smaller than that required for the caged animal to stand up, lie down, and turn around without touching the sides of the enclosure or another animal. All wildlife thus caged or housed shall be permanently marked or their enclosures shall be permanently marked, so as to be traceable to written records indicating the date the wildlife was placed in temporary holding. Such records


shall be maintained and made available for inspection by Commission personnel. Commission personnel shall direct dealers to mark wildlife temporarily if, upon inspection, there is no record indicating the date the wildlife was placed in temporary holding.





All cages with dirt floors shall be raked a minimum of once every three days.  68A-6.0023(5) (e)


(5) Sanitation and Nutritional Requirements:


(a) Sanitation, water disposal, and waste disposal shall be in accordance with all applicable local, state, and federal regulations.


(b) Water: Clean drinking water shall be provided daily. Any water containers used shall be clean. Reptiles and amphibians that do not drink water from containers and those in an inactive season or period shall be provided water in a manner and at such intervals as to ensure their health and welfare. All pools, tanks, water areas and water containers provided for swimming, wading or drinking shall be clean. Enclosures shall provide drainage for surface water and runoff.





(c) Food: Food shall be of a type and quantity that meets the nutritional requirements for the particular species, and shall be provided in an unspoiled and uncontaminated condition. Clean containers shall be used for feeding.


(d) Waste: Fecal and food waste shall be removed daily from inside, under, and around cages and stored or disposed of in a manner which prevents noxious odors or pests. Cages and enclosures shall be ventilated to prevent noxious odors.


(e) Cleaning and maintenance: Hard floors within cages or enclosures shall be cleaned a minimum of once weekly. Walls of cages and enclosures shall be spot cleaned daily. The surfaces of housing facilities, including perches, shelves and any furniture-type fixtures within the facility, shall be cleaned weekly, and shall be constructed in a manner and made of materials that permits thorough cleaning. Cages or enclosures with dirt floors shall be raked a minimum of once every three days and all waste material shall be removed. Any surface of cages or enclosures that may come into contact with animal(s) shall be free of excessive rust that prevents the required cleaning or that affects the structural strength. Any painted surface that may come into contact with wildlife shall be free of peeling or flaking paint.





68A-6.004 Standard Caging Requirements for Captive Wildlife.











(4) Carnivores and Certain Omnivores with Similar Requirements: (a) Wild felines.


In addition to requirements of this section, each cage or enclosure shall be equipped with a shelter(s)/nest box(es) large enough to accommodate all the animals in the enclosure simultaneously. Each enclosure shall have an accessible device to provide physical stimulation or manipulation compatible with the species. Such device shall be noninjurious, and may include, but is not limited to, boxes, balls, bones, barrels, drums, rawhide, pools, etc.


1. African and Asian lions; tigers.


a. For one or two animals, a cage 24 feet by 10 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage size by 25 percent of original floor area.


b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animal(s) simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed.


c. Outdoor cages over 1,000 square feet (uncovered) shall have vertical jump walls at least 10 feet high, with a 2-foot, 45 degree, inward angle overhang, or jump walls at least 12 feet high, without an overhang. The inward angle fencing shall be made of the same material as the vertical fencing. Wet or dry moats may be substituted for the required fencing provided prior Commission written approval has been obtained.


2. Jaguars, leopards, and cougars


a. For one or two animals, a cage 20 feet by 10 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage size by 25 percent of original floor area.


b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed.


c. Outdoor cages over 1,000 square feet (uncovered) for cougars shall have vertical jump walls at least 10 feet high, with a 4-foot, 45 degree, inward angle overhang. Leopards and jaguars shall not be kept in uncovered enclosures except in facilities with wet or dry moats, which have been previously approved in writing by the Commission.


3. Lesser cats (e.g., bobcats, lynx, ocelots, caracal, serval, margay, fishing cats, jungle cats, Teminick's cats, golden cats)


a. For one or two animals, a cage 12 feet by 6 feet, 6 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage size by 25 percent of original floor area.


b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed.


4. Small cats (e.g., Geoffroy's cats, jaguarundis, leopard cats, wildcats (Felis silvestris), mountain cats, pampas cats, marbled cats, pallas' cats, sand cats, oncilla/tiger cats, black-footed cats, flat-headed cats, kodkods, rusty-spotted cats)


a. For one or two animals, a cage 6 feet by 6 feet, 6 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage size by 25 percent of original floor area.


b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed.


5. Cheetahs


a. For one or two animals, a cage 40 feet by 20 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage size by 25 percent of original floor area.


b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure simultaneously.





68A-6.0023 General Regulations Governing Possession of Captive Wildlife; Public


Contact; Transfer of Wildlife and Record Keeping Requirements.


(1) No person shall maintain captive wildlife in any unsafe or unsanitary condition, or in a manner which


results in threats to the public safety, or the maltreatment or neglect of such wildlife. (2) Caging Requirements:


(a) All wildlife possessed in captivity shall, except when supervised and controlled in accordance with subsection (3) hereof, be maintained in cages or enclosures constructed and maintained in compliance with the provisions of Rules 68A-6.003, 68A-6.004 and 68A-6.007, F.A.C.


(b) Cages or enclosures housing captive wildlife shall be sufficiently strong to prevent escape and to protect the caged animal from injury, and shall be equipped with structural safety barriers to prevent any physical contact with the caged animal by the public, except for contacts as authorized under subsection (3) of this rule. Structural barriers may be constructed from materials such as fencing, moats, landscaping, or close- mesh wire, provided that materials used are safe and effective in preventing public contact.


(c) All cages or enclosures less than 1,000 square feet shall be covered at the top to prevent escape (except paddocks, reptile enclosures and habitats specified below). Class I or Class II wildlife shall not be kept in uncovered enclosures that are less than 1,000 square feet, except as specified in Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C. All outdoor enclosures for non-native venomous reptile species and reptiles of concern shall be topped with close-meshed wire or an equivalent barrier to provide additional security as specified in Rule 68A-6.007, F.A.C. For the purpose of this section, the following definitions apply:


1. Paddocks: Areas enclosed by fencing, railing or other Commission-approved structures which allow animals to graze or browse.


2. Reptile enclosures: Areas encompassed by smooth walls or other Commission-approved materials which provide safe keeping of venomous and non-venomous snakes, crocodilians and other reptiles.


3. Open air habitats or moated areas: Areas enclosed by Commission-approved fences, walls, or moats which provide safe keeping of species specified in Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C.


(d) Caging considered unsafe or otherwise not in compliance herewith shall be reconstructed or repaired within 30 days after notification of such condition. In the event such condition results in a threat to human safety or the safety of the wildlife maintained therein, the wildlife maintained therein shall, at the direction


of the Commission, be immediately placed in an approved facility, at the expense of the permittee, owner, or possessor, until such time as the unsafe condition is remedied. In instances where wildlife is seized or taken into custody by the Commission, said permittee, owner, or possessor of such wildlife shall be responsible for payment of all expenses relative to the animal's capture, transport, boarding, veterinary care, or other costs associated with or incurred due to such seizures or custody. Such expenses shall be paid by said permittee, owner, or possessor upon any conviction or finding of guilt of a criminal or noncriminal violation, regardless of adjudication or plea entered, of any provision of Chapter 379 or 828, F.S., or rules of the Commission, or if such violation is disposed of under Section 921.187, F.S. Failure to pay such expenses shall be grounds for revocation or denial of permits to such individuals to possess wildlife.





68A-6.003 Facility and Structural Caging Requirement for Class I, II and III Wildlife. (1) In addition to the standard caging requirements set forth in Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C., Class I and Class II animals shall be caged in accordance with the following requirements:


(a) All cages or enclosures of Class I and Class II wildlife, and Class III capuchin, spider and woolly monkeys, except paddocks, approved open air habitats, or outdoor reptile enclosures shall be equipped with a safety entrance. A safety entrance is defined as a protected, secure area that can be entered by a keeper that prevents animal escape and safeguards the keeper, or a device that can be activated by a keeper that prevents animal escape and safeguards entry. Such entrances shall include: A double-door mechanism, interconnecting cages, a lock-down area, or other comparable devices, subject to Commission approval,


that will prevent escape and safeguard the keeper. Safety entrances shall be constructed of materials that are of equivalent strength as that prescribed for cage construction for that particular species.


(b) All cages or enclosures constructed of chain link or other approved materials shall be well braced and securely anchored at ground level to prevent escape by digging or erosion. Cages shall be constructed using metal clamps, ties or braces of equivalent strength as the material required for cage construction for the particular species. Cages or enclosures using the ground as flooring must meet the following requirements:


1. For enclosures housing wildlife that exhibits a behavior of digging or burrowing:


Enclosures shall have a footer or bottom apron constructed of concrete, chainlink or equivalent strength material as specified in this rule for the housing of such wildlife. The footer must be a depth of 3 feet. In the instance of a bottom apron, the bottom apron must be securely attached to the bottom of the enclosure fencing or wall and extend inward into the enclosure a minimum of 3 feet. The bottom apron must be buried to prevent injury to the captive wildlife in the enclosure.


2. For enclosures affected by erosion:


Measures must be taken to stop the erosion. Such measures may include, but are not limited to, a footer or bottom apron as described above or other measures capable of ensuring the structural integrity of the enclosure and preventing the escape of the captive wildlife.
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From: Carole.Baskin
To: Carole Baskin; kara.hooker@myfwc.


com; 
Subject: Exception for 3 legged serval
Date: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 4:46:50 PM
Attachments: IMG_2293.JPG 


ATT892798.txt 
IMG_2292.JPG 
ATT892799.txt 
IMG_2291.JPG 
ATT892799.txt 
IMG_2290.JPG 
ATT892799.txt 


Dear Captain Hooker, 
 
Would you approve a variance or exception for an open top enclosure specifically 
for use by only our 3 legged servals? 
 
Cybil is 18 years old and Desiree is approximately 9 years old. They do not live 
together, but if like both of them to be approved for the opportunity to have 
access to this space. 
 
The cage has a roofed section. See photo with Desiree in that portion. If the 
winds get up to 30 mph all cats in open air cages are locked in the roofed 
section. Until I hear from you, Desiree is confined to that part of the cage, but 
the huge, open top side is about 1800 square feet in space. 
 
The open top side is 11 feet 6 inches at the shortest point. It is 6 gauge wire 
panels of 4x4 mesh. 
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Just the roofed portion of this cage is too small, by our standards, to be her permanent space and roofing the open air side would be far too difficult as you can see from the huge expanse. 


Sent from my iPhone. Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org
12802 Easy St Tampa,  FL 33625
813.493.4564









From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
cc: Carole Baskin; 
Subject: your call
Date: Tuesday, December 09, 2014 8:55:56 AM


I picked up your call late and Carole is best to answer any questions on 
the bobcat since I only hear second hand.  She went over for a medical 
procedure this morning but will call you today. 
 
Carole Kara's direct line is 850-617-9509
 
Kara if it gets to late afternoon and you have not heard from her, Carole's 
cell is 813-493-4564. 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.
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From: Carole Baskin
To: Carole Baskin; kara.hooker@myfwc.


com; 
Subject: Re: Exception for 3 legged serval
Date: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 5:19:02 PM


PS. They are both declawed  
 
On Tuesday, November 11, 2014, Carole.Baskin <carole.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org> wrote: 


Dear Captain Hooker, 
 
Would you approve a variance or exception for an open top 
enclosure specifically for use by only our 3 legged servals? 
 
Cybil is 18 years old and Desiree is approximately 9 years 
old. They do not live together, but if like both of them to be 
approved for the opportunity to have access to this space. 
 
The cage has a roofed section. See photo with Desiree in that 
portion. If the winds get up to 30 mph all cats in open air 
cages are locked in the roofed section. Until I hear from you, 
Desiree is confined to that part of the cage, but the huge, 
open top side is about 1800 square feet in space. 
 
The open top side is 11 feet 6 inches at the shortest point. It 
is 6 gauge wire panels of 4x4 mesh. 
 
 
 


 
 
--  
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - 
How to Start a 
Sanctuary  
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Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 88 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)
Date: Monday, December 01, 2014 11:27:10 AM


Duh!  Thanks! 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell happened.


 
On Mon, Dec 1, 2014 at 10:55 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote: 


Its myfwc.com not .gov


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://www.
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From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:11 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Fwd: Delivery Status Notification (Failure)


 


My email to Rick Brown copying you bounced, but I did use the email 
address I see.  I wonder if he cannot accept photos? 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.


 


---------- Forwarded message ---------- 
From: Mail Delivery Subsystem <mailer-daemon@googlemail.com> 
Date: Mon, Nov 24, 2014 at 11:05 AM 
Subject: Delivery Status Notification (Failure) 
To: howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org 
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Delivery to the following recipient failed permanently: 
 
     Rick.Brown@MyFWC.gov 
 
Technical details of permanent failure: 
DNS Error: Address resolution of myfwc.gov. failed: Domain name not 
found 
 
----- Original message ----- 
 
X-Google-DKIM-Signature: v=1; a=rsa-sha256; c=relaxed/relaxed; 
        d=1e100.net; s=20130820; 
        h=x-gm-message-state:mime-version:in-reply-to:references:date 
         :message-id:subject:from:to:cc:content-type; 
        bh=0FsC1FaN5RrvQzF3bjmhFdQQs87xIgr1hqfDxhXu1H4=; 
        
b=ElHDPh3exLveUVdVI3OPUAdunW5i5x342NyqGLtm4D1t61UwppEKrPE/
uKSUUkPylF 
         Ji7baWlc0CdAe/
aaR1If8itrL6qZXQXnZLhuULMx18zJ0LPBHlaQn40taQFRcNtJQINo 
         W6IsDmSlTKlwB
+pt7cp5JjnaT3Wq6d0DEo5AeCPVaQTWa4r70WLYVRpErWXRzu9qoutQ 
         oSNY2/
MHO1U6t6BX6b5W2R36RiYTCKxIODPpPaNNwufcpX8SbKO9hVCA/
Xit6StnxBJH 
         ct0X
+l3cxyFIV7KJtIpnZ8QXRpLK/1IGvD8BKmOgJaJL0kxFXuM1ZH18fQ95e91U
+vVH 
         0VwA== 
X-Gm-Message-State: ALoCoQljzcZiUjQqFzxBs2PxFtuBYDJZrQttLwgPZR/
b6HcrYUA+vB3NnSvnC4E92IUB4VP6TGRR 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
X-Received: by 10.194.234.40 with SMTP id 
ub8mr36544856wjc.100.1416845143649; 
 Mon, 24 Nov 2014 08:05:43 -0800 (PST) 
Received: by 10.27.178.2 with HTTP; Mon, 24 Nov 2014 08:05:43 -0800 
(PST) 
In-Reply-To: 
<2F09C501769D914983129DD48124572037BC307517@FWC-TLEX10.fwc.
state.fl.us> 
References: <2F09C501769D914983129DD48124572037BC307517@FWC-
TLEX10.fwc.state.fl.us> 
Date: Mon, 24 Nov 2014 11:05:43 -0500 
Message-ID: 
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<CAGWm24Qf7M1brtTpZAQUjogBcu9SqG4QiNDADorXWaOJnGTtMQ@mail.
gmail.com> 
Subject: Re: FW: 2 quick questions 
From: Howard Baskin <howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org> 
To: Rick Brown <Rick.Brown@MyFWC.gov> 
Cc: "Hooker, Kara" <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>, Carole Baskin <carole.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org> 
Content-Type: multipart/related; 
boundary=089e01493c7c7dc65c05089cf7be 
 
Rick we went to both Lowe's and Tractor Supply and bought what is 
labelled 
as 9 ga wire.  We also bought one of those round wire gauges to measure 
wire.   I am wondering if we are using the tool wrong. 
 
I assumed that you put the wire through the round hole to test it.  When I 
look online at how these ga measurements translate into inches, they are 
in 
a gradual progression as one would expect.  But, the round holes here are 
not.  For instance, in the image below, the #13 is MUCH bigger than the 
#14.  And the #9 hole is almost the same size as the number #13 hole.  
This 
wire we bought, labelled #9, fits in the #13 hoe. 
 
I hope you will forgive if this is a stupid question, but do you know if 
you use this tool by putting the end of the wire into the round hole.  The 
alternative is to use the flat slot leading to the hole, and that does 
appear to be in a steady progression.  So I am wondering if the way to use 
the tool is to push the slot against the wire from the side and see if the 
wire fits through the slot? 
 
[image: Inline image 2] 
 
[image: Inline image 1] 
 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 
regard 
animals." 
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Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the 
hell 
happened. 
 
 
On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 10:54 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com> 
wrote: 
 
> Mr. Baskin, 
> 
> 
> 
> Please see below. 
> 
> 
> 
> Thanks 
> 
> Kara 
> 
> 
> 
> Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
> 
> FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
> 620 S. Meridian Street 
> Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
> (850) 488-6253 Office 
> 
> (850) 544-2933 Cell 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> 
> In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick 
> survey on your experience with our office. Please take a couple of 
minutes 
> to give us your feedback  and help us continually give you the best 
service 
 
----- Message truncated -----
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: name confusion
Date: Monday, December 01, 2014 11:31:55 AM


Ah. So is his email William.King@myfwc.com or Mike.King@myfwc.com. 
 
We have continued to make good progress on the list of projects.  I am 
updating our document as we go with different highlight color to make it 
easy to see what has been done since the prior version.  Will send in the 
next day or two.
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.


 
On Mon, Dec 1, 2014 at 10:56 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com> wrote: 


His official name is William, he goes by Mike. There are no dumb 
questions!
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Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:08 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: name confusion


 


Kara this may be my second dumb question of the day, but I 
thought the person we spoke with on the phone was named 
Mike King.  On the emails I see King, William, but because it 
was a forwarded email I cannot see the email address 
associated with the name.  We did a more work since 
Thursday and I'd like to send him an updated version of our 
Comments document.  Can you clarify who is who and the 
email address?  Thanks! 
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Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 


regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what 


the hell happened.
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
Subject: best phone
Date: Tuesday, November 11, 2014 3:08:54 PM


I notice when I returned Lt. Lowers call it goes direct to him, but when I 
call the only office phone I have for you 850-488-6253 it goes to a 
message, then a receptionist, then to you.  Just curious if there is a direct 
line to you that I might have? 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.



mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com






From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: RE: name confusion
Date: Monday, December 01, 2014 10:56:38 AM


His official name is William, he goes by Mike. There are no dumb questions! 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 24, 2014 11:08 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: name confusion 
 
Kara this may be my second dumb question of the day, but I thought the person 
we spoke with on the phone was named Mike King.  On the emails I see King, 
William, but because it was a forwarded email I cannot see the email address 
associated with the name.  We did a more work since Thursday and I'd like to 
send him an updated version of our Comments document.  Can you clarify who 
is who and the email address?  Thanks! 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
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Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 








From: Carole Baskin
To: Jamie Veronica; Carole Baskin; 
cc: Brown, Rick; King, William; Howard Baskin; Hooker, Kara; 


Williams, Shelby; 
Subject: Re: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue
Date: Sunday, November 09, 2014 11:50:47 AM
Attachments: image001.png 


ZeusVetVisit.jpeg 


Sorry.  Here is the attachment.
 
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - 
How to Start a 
Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 88 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sun, Nov 9, 2014 at 11:49 AM, Carole Baskin <carole.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org> wrote: 


Dear Rick Brown, William King, Shelby Williams and Captain 
Kara Hooker;
 
Here is the vet visit on Zeus the tiger. 
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Is there any other paperwork you are waiting on from us?
 
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have 
made.  - Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care 
- How to Start 
a Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending 
the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 88 million 
views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans 
http://www.facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Fri, Nov 7, 2014 at 10:09 PM, Jamie Veronica <jamie.
veronica@bigcatrescue.org> wrote: 


Here is the map. Our vet dd take home that 
form to complete. She is s going to email it to 
me this weekend.  
 
 
On Friday, November 7, 2014, Brown, Rick 
<Rick.Brown@myfwc.com> wrote: 


Dear Mrs. Baskin,
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Thank you very much for sending 
this along.  When you can, would 
you please email a copy of the 
last vet inspection for the Zeus, 
(1.0 tiger) and the current map of 
the property that uses numbers 
for cage identification.  The map 
will assist in the report writing 
effort.  The third inspector that 
was with us today was 
Investigator Shelby Williams.


 


I trust your traveling today was 
uneventful.


 


Kindest regards,


 


 


Inv. Rick Brown


 


Investigator R. K. Brown


Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission


Northeast Region







1-A Max Brewer Memorial Parkway


Titusville, FL 32796


352.732.1225 office


888.404.FWCC (3922) - Wildlife Alert! 


Patrol, Protect, Preserve


 


 


 


From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2014 6:23 
PM 
To: Brown, Rick; King, William; Jamie 
Veronica Murdock; Carole Baskin; 
Howard Baskin; Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue


 


Dear Rick Brown, William King, 
(and who what the third person w/ 
you?)



tel:352.732.1225





 


Here is the documentation on Kali 
Tiger.


 


Was there any other 
documentation that you wanted to 
see?


 


 


 


cc: Captain Kara Hooker 


 


 


 


Thought for the day:  Judge me by 
the enemies I have made. 
 - Franklin D. Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat 
Rescue


Author of Big 
Cat Care 
- How 
to 
Start a 
Sanctuary  
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Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL 
 33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 
813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) 
of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the 
trade


 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.
com More than 88 million views 


 


Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 
Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 


 
 
--  
 
 
Jamie 
Veronica, 
President  
Big Cat Rescue 
A permanent sanctuary to 100+ big cats 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL 33625 
Jamie.Veronica@BigCatRescue.org 
www.BigCatRescue.org 
 
Take action and protect the Big Cats 
http://www.CatLaws.com 
 
A wild selection of big cat themed gifts, 
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shop for a cause. 
http://www.bigcatrescue.biz 
 
 


 
 



http://www.prostores.com/bigcatrescue






From: King, William
To: Carole Baskin; Jamie Veronica; 
cc: Brown, Rick; Howard Baskin; Hooker, Kara; 


Williams, Shelby; 
Subject: RE: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue
Date: Sunday, November 09, 2014 11:55:22 AM
Attachments: image001.png 


Mrs. Baskin, 
Thank you for the information.  That is all we needed. 
 
Best regards, 
 
Michael King 
Michael King 
Investigator II 
Northwest Region/Investigations 
P.O. Box 32040 
Panama City, FL 32407 
Cell 850-251-7235 
 
[cid:image001.png@01CFFC13.E6C8C810] 
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: The information contained in this electronic 
message may be legally privileged and confidential and is intended only for the 
use of the individual or entity named above. The dissemination of this e-mail or 
any of its attachments may constitute a violation of §119, F.S.  If you have 
received this e-mail in error, please delete the message and its attachments and 
contact the FWC Public Safety Coordination Section at 850-922-4189. 
 
From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Sunday, November 09, 2014 11:51 AM 
To: Jamie Veronica; Carole Baskin 
Cc: Brown, Rick; King, William; Howard Baskin; Hooker, Kara; Williams, Shelby 
Subject: Re: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue 
 
Sorry.  Here is the attachment. 
 
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue 
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Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary<https://itunes.apple.com/us/
book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11> 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade 
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com<http://www.youtube.com/bigcatrescue> 
More than 88 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.facebook.
com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sun, Nov 9, 2014 at 11:49 AM, Carole Baskin <carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.
org<mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org>> wrote: 
Dear Rick Brown, William King, Shelby Williams and Captain Kara Hooker; 
 
Here is the vet visit on Zeus the tiger. 
 
Is there any other paperwork you are waiting on from us? 
 
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue 
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary<https://itunes.apple.com/us/
book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11> 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130<tel:813.920.4130> Cell 813.493.4564<tel:813.493.4564> 
Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade 
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com<http://www.youtube.com/bigcatrescue> 
More than 88 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.facebook.
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com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 
 
On Fri, Nov 7, 2014 at 10:09 PM, Jamie Veronica <jamie.veronica@bigcatrescue.
org<mailto:jamie.veronica@bigcatrescue.org>> wrote: 
Here is the map. Our vet dd take home that form to complete. She is s going to 
email it to me this weekend. 
 
 
On Friday, November 7, 2014, Brown, Rick <Rick.Brown@myfwc.com<mailto:
Rick.Brown@myfwc.com>> wrote: 
Dear Mrs. Baskin, 
 
Thank you very much for sending this along.  When you can, would you please 
email a copy of the last vet inspection for the Zeus, (1.0 tiger) and the current 
map of the property that uses numbers for cage identification.  The map will 
assist in the report writing effort.  The third inspector that was with us today 
was Investigator Shelby Williams. 
 
I trust your traveling today was uneventful. 
 
Kindest regards, 
 
 
Inv. Rick Brown 
 
Investigator R. K. Brown 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Northeast Region 
1-A Max Brewer Memorial Parkway 
Titusville, FL 32796 
352.732.1225<tel:352.732.1225> office 
888.404.FWCC (3922) - Wildlife Alert! 
Patrol, Protect, Preserve 
[cid:image001.png@01CFFC13.E6C8C810] 
 
 
 
From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Friday, November 07, 2014 6:23 PM 
To: Brown, Rick; King, William; Jamie Veronica Murdock; Carole Baskin; Howard 
Baskin; Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Kali Tiger at Big Cat Rescue 
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Dear Rick Brown, William King, (and who what the third person w/ you?) 
 
Here is the documentation on Kali Tiger. 
 
Was there any other documentation that you wanted to see? 
 
 
 
cc: Captain Kara Hooker 
 
 
 
Thought for the day:  Judge me by the enemies I have made.  - Franklin D. 
Roosevelt 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue 
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary<https://itunes.apple.com/us/
book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11> 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130<tel:813.920.4130> Cell 813.493.4564<tel:813.493.4564> 
Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 22 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade 
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com<http://www.youtube.com/bigcatrescue> 
More than 88 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 700,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.facebook.
com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 
-- 
 
 
Jamie Veronica, President 
Big Cat Rescue 
A permanent sanctuary to 100+ big cats 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL 33625 
Jamie.Veronica@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Jamie.Veronica@BigCatRescue.org> 
www.BigCatRescue.org<http://www.BigCatRescue.org> 
 
Take action and protect the Big Cats 
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http://www.CatLaws.com 
 
A wild selection of big cat themed gifts, shop for a cause. 
http://www.bigcatrescue.biz<http://www.prostores.com/bigcatrescue> 
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: Re: Possilbe to talk briefly Monday?
Date: Sunday, November 09, 2014 4:19:36 PM


10:30 is good 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
 
> On Nov 8, 2014, at 3:47 PM, "Howard Baskin" <howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.
org> wrote: 
> 
> Would 10:30 your time monday work?  Don't mean to interrupt your weekend 
but could also talk today if better for u.  
> 
> Sent from my iPhone 
> Howard Baskin 
> Big Cat Rescue 
> 
> 
>> On Nov 8, 2014, at 12:27 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> 
wrote: 
>> 
>> I should be in the office Monday for a couple of hours. When would be a 
good time to call? 
>> 
>> Sent from my iPhone 
>> 
>> On Nov 7, 2014, at 6:36 PM, "Howard Baskin" <howard.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org<mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org>> wrote: 
>> 
>> Carole and I are at a conference in California and when I called the office 
said you were out today but back Monday. Today 3 FWC officials came for six 
hours.  I won't have my phone on during the seminars, but is there a time 
Monday that you might have just a few minutes to speak with you?  I would 
appreciate it very much. 
>> 
>> 
>> Howard Baskin 
>> Advisory Board Chairman 
>> Big Cat Rescue 
>> 813-889-7244 Direct 
>> 813-505-5565 Cell 
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>> Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.
org> 
>> 
>> 
>> "The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
>> 
>> Anonymous 
>> 
>> Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Lawson, Ashley; 
cc: Lowers, Loren; Kara Hooker; 
Subject: Re: Public Records Request
Date: Monday, November 10, 2014 4:31:28 PM


Thank you all for the prompt response. 
 
The complainant Barbara Hoffmann is former circus carny who had her USDA license 
revoked due to cruelty and neglect.  Her animals were seized by Texas officials back in 
2010 after suffering for years.
 
See the link below for more if you are interested.  (Fred Lulling is her long time 
associate)
 
http://911animalabuse.com/fred-lulling/
 
She makes a habit of attacking us online.
 
Regarding the complaint itself, the notion that we would put a leopard in the rotation 
enclosure after you advised us of the rule is, of course, absurd.  The video is from 
before we were advised.
 
Narla the cougar is almost 19 years old and incontinent.  The dark spot on her tail is 
moisture because when she sleeps she sometimes urinates and her upper tail gets 
wet. This has been reviewed with FWC previously.  Her eyes appear  blue because she 
has cataracts. She has been seen by an eye specialist and regularly visited by our own 
vets.  Ironically, according to the eye specialist, people like Hoffmann cause cataracts 
like these, called "nutritional cataracts," by taking the cubs from the mothers 
prematurely and then providing insufficient nutrition.
 
Given Hoffmann's history of animal abuse, Hoffman clearly has no concern for the 
animals.  It is truly unfortunate that she and others like her who are threatened by our 
advocacy on behalf of the animals abuse the regulatory process and waste your time 
and ours in order to harass us.  We have no way to control this. The only thing I can 
think of is having some process whereby whereby once someone files one or more 
groundless complaints they lose the right to file more.  But I suspect you may not be 
allowed to implement such a policy.  
 
I am sorry that both you and we have to endure this and appreciate your 
understanding.
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
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"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell happened.


 
On Mon, Nov 10, 2014 at 2:35 PM, Lawson, Ashley <Ashley.Lawson@myfwc.com> 
wrote: 


Good afternoon Mr. Baskin,


 


  Below is the complaint our office received that resulted in the recent inspection 
of your facility.  A report of the inspection will be emailed to you once completed.  
The pictures above were also included in the email.  If you need anything else, 
please feel free to call me at the number below or email me at any time.


 


Thank you,


 


 


Ashley Lawson 


Investigations-Captive Wildlife 


620 S. Meridian Street


Tallahassee FL, 32399


(850) 488-6253


(850) 921-6283 Fax
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From: BARBARA HOFFMANN [mailto:barbaraehoffmann@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2014 3:32 AM 
To: Cave, Ron 
Cc: Betty.J.Goldentyer@usda.gov 
Subject: And them there's more


 


Just when I thought I had seen everything that could be reported, the 
attached pictures and video turn up in my news feed-The pictures were  
screen shot and saved, the video is downloaded and saved as well. Please 
advise if the video was removed before you had the chance to view it. Posted 
September 26, 2014 on Big Cat Rescue Face Book Wall:


"Simba Enters Vacation Rotation" 
"Yesterday on #DailyBigCat you got to see Keisha leaving the vacation 
rotation, now watch as Simba leopard heads in to take his turn! Thanks to all 
the volunteers and #angelsinblue for their hard work here every day at Big Cat 
Rescue — at Big Cat Rescue."


 


Big Cat Rescue - Simba Enters Vacation Rotation | Facebook 


 


 image   


 


  


Big Cat Rescue - Simba Enters 
Vacation Rotation | Facebo...


Yesterday on #DailyBigCat you got to see 


Keisha leaving the vacation rotation, now 


watch as Simba leopard heads in to take 


his turn! Thanks to all the...


View on www.facebook.com
Preview by Yahoo
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Ron, do you still think that a warning was enough? Stated at the end of the 
video is that the cat was placed there just before the rain started. The other 
video previously sent is dated October 6, 2014  Daily Big Cat - Simba Leopard 
Braves the Water
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Daily Big Cat - Simba Leopard 
Braves the Water


Simba leopard loves vacation rotation but he 


just HATES the water and recent downpours 


have left him surrounded by the shallows! 


But being the good boy he is, Sim...


View on animalist.com
Preview by Yahoo


 


 


"Simba leopard loves vacation rotation but he just HATES the water and recent 
downpours have left him surrounded by the shallows! But being the good boy 
he is, Simba is coaxed by Keeper Marie into coming off his island and taking 
his meds. 


Big Cat Rescue is the largest accredited sanctuary in the world dedicated 
entirely to abused and abandoned big cats. We are home to approximately 
100 lions, tigers, bobcats, cougars and other species most of whom have been 
abandoned, abused, orphaned, saved from being turned into fur coats, or 
retired from performing acts. Our dual mission is to provide the best home we 
can for the cats in our care and to educate the public about the plight of these 
majestic animals, both in captivity and in the wild, to end abuse and avoid 
extinction."


 


So exactly how long was that cat in the unapproved enclosure before being 
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moved out and they then moved the Black Leopard in before being 'caught' 
and reported? Records documenting the movement of the cats from their 
cages to the 'vacation' enclosure should be reviewed and not taken at face 
value for what Baskin has to say about it. The date for when the variance was 
applied for should also be noted.


  


The pictures attached are of a blue eyed cougar (appears to be a South 
American red cougar)-I do not know the cats name or when the pictures were 
taken or even where they came from but the cat is at BCR and I was told are 
from a reliable source. By the end of the day, more info will likely turn up. 
How could any inspector miss the horrible condition that these cougars are in?


 


I believe that it is vital that a complete medical records review and 
visual inspection of every cat needs to happen as well as vet visits, diagnosis 
and follow up immediately with appropriate action to be taken by both FWC 
and USDA/APHIS inspectors.


 


Through FOIA, I am requesting copies of the reports. 


Again I must stress that this is extremely important to me.


Sincerely,


Barbara Hoffmann


 


cc Betty Goldentyer


 


 








From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: RE: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:12:07 PM


We can switch days if you would like more time, or move to the afternoon 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:01 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Re: inspection report 
 
I know I asked for morning, but as I see the extent of this and it is pouring rain 
here, and Carole, Jamie and Gale are dealing with an animal medical issue, so 
we would probably not even be able to go view these things until tomorrow, or 
even all get together to review them.  .  If 8:30 is the only time we'll do our 
best, but if we could switch to afternoon it would let us have a much better 
conversation I think. 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
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Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 1:30 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>> wrote: 
Ok, how does 9 work for you? I can make the time earlier if that is better for 
you. I have attached the inspection report that we will go over tomorrow. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> Office 
(850) 544-2933<tel:%28850%29%20544-2933> Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org<mailto:howard.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org>] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report 
 
Yes, we are unusually flexible tomorrow, so whatever time iw good for you 
works.  Morning best, but can do afternoon. 
 
If there is anything we can look over tonight it would be helpful, but I 
understand if not. 
 
FYI we made a list of things we can do based on the verbal comments of the 
investigators and have been working on them.  We have also finally found a 
source and ordered 9 gauge tie wire to test.  We just don't know if it will be 
possible to bend. 
 
Also just FYI, this is a fairly small "industry" and we already have gotten a call 
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from another facility who heard we were "in trouble with FWC." 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244<tel:813-889-7244> Direct 
813-505-5565<tel:813-505-5565> Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>> wrote: 
Good morning Mr. Baskin, 
 
Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the recent inspection at 
Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow? 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> Office 
(850) 544-2933<tel:%28850%29%20544-2933> Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:02:31 PM


I think our conversation would be much more meaningful if we had a 
couple days.   
 
I'll talk with Carole tonight.  Would it work for you if I call you at 8:30 am 
tomorrow and we look at calendars and set a time?
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.


 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 3:12 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com> wrote: 


We can switch days if you would like more time, or move to the 
afternoon


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker
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FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:01 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Re: inspection report


 


I know I asked for morning, but as I see the extent of this 
and it is pouring rain here, and Carole, Jamie and Gale are 
dealing with an animal medical issue, so we would probably 
not even be able to go view these things until tomorrow, or 
even all get together to review them.  .  If 8:30 is the only 
time we'll do our best, but if we could switch to afternoon it 
would let us have a much better conversation I think.
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Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 


regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what 


the hell happened.


 


On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 1:30 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.
Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote:


Ok, how does 9 work for you? I can make the time earlier if that is 
better for you. I have attached the inspection report that we will go 
over tomorrow.


 


Thanks


Kara
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Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report


 


Yes, we are unusually flexible tomorrow, so whatever time iw 
good for you works.  Morning best, but can do afternoon.


 


If there is anything we can look over tonight it would be 
helpful, but I understand if not.


 



tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org





FYI we made a list of things we can do based on the verbal 
comments of the investigators and have been working on 
them.  We have also finally found a source and ordered 9 
gauge tie wire to test.  We just don't know if it will be 
possible to bend.  


 


Also just FYI, this is a fairly small "industry" and we already 
have gotten a call from another facility who heard we were 
"in trouble with FWC."


 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 


regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what 


the hell happened.
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On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.
Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote:


Good morning Mr. Baskin,


 


Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the 
recent inspection at Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow?


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have 
created a quick survey on your experience with our office. 
Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback 
 and help us continually give you the best service possible : 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: RE: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:07:22 PM


That would be fine. 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Re: inspection report 
 
I think our conversation would be much more meaningful if we had a couple 
days. 
 
I'll talk with Carole tonight.  Would it work for you if I call you at 8:30 am 
tomorrow and we look at calendars and set a time? 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
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Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 3:12 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>> wrote: 
We can switch days if you would like more time, or move to the afternoon 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> Office 
(850) 544-2933<tel:%28850%29%20544-2933> Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org<mailto:howard.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org>] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:01 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Re: inspection report 
 
I know I asked for morning, but as I see the extent of this and it is pouring rain 
here, and Carole, Jamie and Gale are dealing with an animal medical issue, so 
we would probably not even be able to go view these things until tomorrow, or 
even all get together to review them.  .  If 8:30 is the only time we'll do our 
best, but if we could switch to afternoon it would let us have a much better 
conversation I think. 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244<tel:813-889-7244> Direct 
813-505-5565<tel:813-505-5565> Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
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Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 1:30 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>> wrote: 
Ok, how does 9 work for you? I can make the time earlier if that is better for 
you. I have attached the inspection report that we will go over tomorrow. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> Office 
(850) 544-2933<tel:%28850%29%20544-2933> Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org<mailto:howard.
baskin@bigcatrescue.org>] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report 
 
Yes, we are unusually flexible tomorrow, so whatever time iw good for you 
works.  Morning best, but can do afternoon. 
 
If there is anything we can look over tonight it would be helpful, but I 
understand if not. 
 
FYI we made a list of things we can do based on the verbal comments of the 
investigators and have been working on them.  We have also finally found a 
source and ordered 9 gauge tie wire to test.  We just don't know if it will be 
possible to bend. 
 



mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org





Also just FYI, this is a fairly small "industry" and we already have gotten a call 
from another facility who heard we were "in trouble with FWC." 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244<tel:813-889-7244> Direct 
813-505-5565<tel:813-505-5565> Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>> wrote: 
Good morning Mr. Baskin, 
 
Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the recent inspection at 
Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow? 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> Office 
(850) 544-2933<tel:%28850%29%20544-2933> Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:14:57 PM


Thanks!
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.


 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 4:07 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com> wrote: 


That would be fine. 


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office
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(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 4:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Re: inspection report


 


I think our conversation would be much more meaningful if 
we had a couple days.  


 


I'll talk with Carole tonight.  Would it work for you if I call 
you at 8:30 am tomorrow and we look at calendars and set a 
time?


 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
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813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 


regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what 


the hell happened.


 


On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 3:12 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.
Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote:


We can switch days if you would like more time, or move to the 
afternoon


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell
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In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:01 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Re: inspection report


 


I know I asked for morning, but as I see the extent of this 
and it is pouring rain here, and Carole, Jamie and Gale are 
dealing with an animal medical issue, so we would probably 
not even be able to go view these things until tomorrow, or 
even all get together to review them.  .  If 8:30 is the only 
time we'll do our best, but if we could switch to afternoon it 
would let us have a much better conversation I think.


 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org
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"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 


regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what 


the hell happened.


 


On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 1:30 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.
Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote:


Ok, how does 9 work for you? I can make the time earlier if that is 
better for you. I have attached the inspection report that we will go 
over tomorrow.


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 



mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933





 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report


 


Yes, we are unusually flexible tomorrow, so whatever time iw 
good for you works.  Morning best, but can do afternoon.


 


If there is anything we can look over tonight it would be 
helpful, but I understand if not.


 


FYI we made a list of things we can do based on the verbal 
comments of the investigators and have been working on 
them.  We have also finally found a source and ordered 9 
gauge tie wire to test.  We just don't know if it will be 
possible to bend.  


 


Also just FYI, this is a fairly small "industry" and we already 



http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org





have gotten a call from another facility who heard we were 
"in trouble with FWC."


 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 


regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what 


the hell happened.


 


On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.
Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote:


Good morning Mr. Baskin,


 


Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the 
recent inspection at Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow?



tel:813-889-7244

tel:813-505-5565

mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com





 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have 
created a quick survey on your experience with our office. 
Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback 
 and help us continually give you the best service possible : 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K


 


 


 


 


 



tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K






From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
cc: Carole Baskin; 
Subject: RE: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:11:05 PM


I needed to move it to 8:30, sorry 
 
Call in number: 
 
1 888 670 3525 
 
 
Code: 
7453598669 then # 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:01 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report 
 
9 is great. Thx! 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Howard Baskin 
Big Cat Rescue 
 
 
On Nov 17, 2014, at 1:30 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com<mailto:
Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com>> wrote: 



mailto:Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com

mailto:Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com





Ok, how does 9 work for you? I can make the time earlier if that is better for 
you. I have attached the inspection report that we will go over tomorrow. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report 
 
Yes, we are unusually flexible tomorrow, so whatever time iw good for you 
works.  Morning best, but can do afternoon. 
 
If there is anything we can look over tonight it would be helpful, but I 
understand if not. 
 
FYI we made a list of things we can do based on the verbal comments of the 
investigators and have been working on them.  We have also finally found a 
source and ordered 9 gauge tie wire to test.  We just don't know if it will be 
possible to bend. 
 
Also just FYI, this is a fairly small "industry" and we already have gotten a call 
from another facility who heard we were "in trouble with FWC." 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 



http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org





Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>> wrote: 
Good morning Mr. Baskin, 
 
Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the recent inspection at 
Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow? 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> Office 
(850) 544-2933<tel:%28850%29%20544-2933> Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
 
<BigCatRescueBaskinCarolROU11072014.pdf> 



mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
cc: Carole Baskin; 
Subject: Re: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:14:38 PM


That is fine.
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell happened.


 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 2:11 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote: 


I needed to move it to 8:30, sorry


 


Call in number: 


1 888 670 3525 


 


Code:


7453598669 then #


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office



mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

tel:1%20888%20670%203525

tel:%28850%29%20488-6253





(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on your 
experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and 
help us continually give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
ZD6H59K


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:01 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report


 


9 is great. Thx! 
 
Sent from my iPhone


Howard Baskin


Big Cat Rescue


 


 
On Nov 17, 2014, at 1:30 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com> wrote:


Ok, how does 9 work for you? I can make the time earlier if that is better for 
you. I have attached the inspection report that we will go over tomorrow.


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker



tel:%28850%29%20544-2933

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K
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FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey 
on your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give 
us your feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report


 


Yes, we are unusually flexible tomorrow, so whatever time iw good 
for you works.  Morning best, but can do afternoon.


 


If there is anything we can look over tonight it would be helpful, but 
I understand if not.


 


FYI we made a list of things we can do based on the verbal 
comments of the investigators and have been working on them.  We 
have also finally found a source and ordered 9 gauge tie wire to 
test.  We just don't know if it will be possible to bend.  


 


Also just FYI, this is a fairly small "industry" and we already have 
gotten a call from another facility who heard we were "in trouble 
with FWC."



tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org





 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.


 


On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.
Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote:


Good morning Mr. Baskin,


 


Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the recent 
inspection at Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow?


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 



tel:813-889-7244

tel:813-505-5565

mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com





620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a couple 
of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually give you 
the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/
ZD6H59K


 


 


<BigCatRescueBaskinCarolROU11072014.pdf>


 



tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 3:01:08 PM


I know I asked for morning, but as I see the extent of this and it is 
pouring rain here, and Carole, Jamie and Gale are dealing with an animal 
medical issue, so we would probably not even be able to go view these 
things until tomorrow, or even all get together to review them.  .  If 8:30 
is the only time we'll do our best, but if we could switch to afternoon it 
would let us have a much better conversation I think.
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.


 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 1:30 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com> wrote: 


Ok, how does 9 work for you? I can make the time earlier if that is 
better for you. I have attached the inspection report that we will go 
over tomorrow.


 



mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com





Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report


 


Yes, we are unusually flexible tomorrow, so whatever time iw 
good for you works.  Morning best, but can do afternoon.



tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933
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If there is anything we can look over tonight it would be 
helpful, but I understand if not.


 


FYI we made a list of things we can do based on the verbal 
comments of the investigators and have been working on 
them.  We have also finally found a source and ordered 9 
gauge tie wire to test.  We just don't know if it will be 
possible to bend.  


 


Also just FYI, this is a fairly small "industry" and we already 
have gotten a call from another facility who heard we were 
"in trouble with FWC."


 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 


regard animals."


Anonymous



tel:813-889-7244

tel:813-505-5565

mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org





Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what 


the hell happened.


 


On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.
Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote:


Good morning Mr. Baskin,


 


Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the 
recent inspection at Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow?


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 



mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933





In an effort to ensure great customer service we have 
created a quick survey on your experience with our office. 
Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback 
 and help us continually give you the best service possible : 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K


 


 


 



http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K






From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 11:53:22 AM


Good morning Mr. Baskin, 
 
Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the recent inspection at 
Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow? 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 



mailto:Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
cc: Carole Baskin; 
Subject: Re: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:02:32 PM


Yes, we are unusually flexible tomorrow, so whatever time iw good for you 
works.  Morning best, but can do afternoon. 
 
If there is anything we can look over tonight it would be helpful, but I 
understand if not.
 
FYI we made a list of things we can do based on the verbal comments of 
the investigators and have been working on them.  We have also finally 
found a source and ordered 9 gauge tie wire to test.  We just don't know 
if it will be possible to bend.  
 
Also just FYI, this is a fairly small "industry" and we already have gotten a 
call from another facility who heard we were "in trouble with FWC."
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.


 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.



mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org
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com> wrote: 


Good morning Mr. Baskin,


 


Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the 
recent inspection at Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow?


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have 
created a quick survey on your experience with our office. 
Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback 
 and help us continually give you the best service possible : 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K


 



mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
cc: Carole Baskin; 
Subject: RE: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 1:30:57 PM
Attachments: BigCatRescueBaskinCarolROU11072014.pdf 


Ok, how does 9 work for you? I can make the time earlier if that is better for 
you. I have attached the inspection report that we will go over tomorrow. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report 
 
Yes, we are unusually flexible tomorrow, so whatever time iw good for you 
works.  Morning best, but can do afternoon. 
 
If there is anything we can look over tonight it would be helpful, but I 
understand if not. 
 
FYI we made a list of things we can do based on the verbal comments of the 
investigators and have been working on them.  We have also finally found a 
source and ordered 9 gauge tie wire to test.  We just don't know if it will be 
possible to bend. 
 
Also just FYI, this is a fairly small "industry" and we already have gotten a call 
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mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org






FWCDLE 602 (01/10)                                                                                                                   Page 1 of 
14 



FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
DIVISION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 



CAPTIVE WILDLIFE INSPECTIONS FORM 
 



Ref #: FWSW14OFF15055 Inspection Date: 11/07/2014 Time: 0900 Classes:   I      II      III 



County: Hillsborough Activity:   ESA      ESB      ESC      Ven      ROC      PPL      PPNC      Rehab 
 



 



Permittee: Carole Baskin DOB:  6/6/1961 Business Name: Big Cat Rescue 



Sex:    M   F Phone: (Business) 813-493-5464 (Emergency)  



Mailing Address: 19802 Easy Street Facility Address (if different):  



City Tampa State FL Zip 33625 City  State  Zip  



Location Lat/Lon: N 28 ° 03 . 622  W 82 o 34  266 Email:    Carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org   
 



 



Inspecting Officer: 
Inv. William King/Inv. Rick Brown/Inv. Shelby 
Williams Person Accompanying:  Mrs. Gale Ingham 



Reason for Inspection:   Initial   Routine   Complaint   Follow Up   Previous Problems NOT Corrected 



Complaint #: FWSW14OFF15055 Nature of complaint:      Routine inspection 
 



 



Citation Issued:     No. (1)       



Warning Issued:     No. (1)       



Violation(s):        



       
 



 



CHECKLIST: (For those marked explain in comments below) 



1). Sufficient perimeter FENCE NOT provided  11). NO Safety entrance for CLASS 1 & 2 wildlife  



2). Enclosures DO NOT MEET/EXCEED caging requirements  12). PERIMETER/BARRIER fences NOT provided  



     If not, provide date of acquisition       13). Complete WRITTEN records NOT kept up to date as required  



3). Animals NOT PERMANENTLY marked - VR, ROC, other  14). FOOD & WATER containers NOT clean  



4). Cage doors NOT key LOCKED  15). Proper DIET not provided per species  



5). Cages, Paddocks, pools appear NOT to have been CLEANED,  16). FOOD SPOILED or CONTAMINATED for any animal  



 RAKED, SCRUBBED, & DISINFECTED within prescribed   17). INSUFFICIENT food & water  



 schedules  18). Transport cages DO NOT MEET transport requirements  



6). Fecal & food waste NOT properly STORED/DISPOSED OF  19). INFANTS/JUVENILES only at this time  



7). Enclosures DO NOT provide adequate surface water drainage  20). ELEPHANT ride without required authorization  



8). Animals DO NOT appear to be HEALTHY (not including  rehab)  21). NO Critical Incident/Disaster Plan  



9). NOT free of wounds, injuries, skin irritations (not incl. rehab)  22). Contact information for contiguous land owners/neighbors NOT in 
Critical Incident/Disaster Plan (Class I possessors) 



 



10). Animals NOT PROVIDED adequate protection from extremes    



     Of Temp  23). CIDP – Part B – NOT on site  



     Of Weather     
 



CURRENT INVENTORY (Species): Binturong 1.0, Bobcat 13.17, Caracal 2.1, Civet 1.0, Cougar 5.6, Geoffroy 1.0, Leopard 5.3, Lion 
2.1, Lynx 4.1, Ocelot 0.2, Sandcat 1.1, Serval 7.14, Tiger 6.5 
 



 



COMMENTS:  
This was an unannounced routine inspection.  Mrs. Gale Ingram who is the operations manager of the facility 



was present during the inspection.  The facility is located on forty-five (45) plus acres in an urban area of 



Hillsborough County.  The facility is completely enclosed with an eight foot perimeter fence with locking gate.  



The material trade marked as Rhino wall utilized on the west side noted during a previous inspection conducted 



by Lt. Steve DeLacure on 10/05/2010 meets the required 11.5 gauge wire requirement.   Majority of the 



enclosures are constructed of galvanized welded panels of structural strength exceeding nine gauge chain 



link/equivalent.  The enclosures meet or exceed caging requirements although most are irregular shapes, with 



overlapping panels, integrated sub-terrannean supports 8-12 inches deep and horizontal trusses which contribute 



to the structural integrity of the enclosure despite the absence of structure support poles holding the cages from 



falling over.  The enclosures utilize hog rings that are 9 gauge link/equivalent to connect the panels together. 
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  There are four open top enclosures that are constructed with welded steel panels with the wire greater than 9 



gauge chain link and supported with steel poles.  The vertical wall height is 15’ with a inward 45 degree 5’ 



overhang.  Incorporated at the terminal end of the overhang is a 1’ cantilever vertical lip to provide additional 



escape prevention. 



 



All animals appeared to be healthy with food and fresh water provided. All enclosures had the proper 



enrichment, shelter and are maintained in sanitary conditions. Listed below are the violations that were noted 



during this inspection.  To identify each enclosure the cleaning map number system was utilized.  . All rules 



pertaining to the violations will be attached at the end of this report.  All violations shall be corrected within 30 



days from the receipt of this report or further action may be taken.  
(Any included photographs may not be inclusive of all identified discrepancies observed during the inspection, but may be representative of other 



discrepancies associated with the identified cage, structure or required equipment and described within this report.) 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



                                                        Cleaning map with numbering system 
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Enclosure 7 



1. Tree coming through breaking upper wire degrading the integrity. 



2. Rusted/pitted wire on attached upper panel on food and water lockout –replace 



3. Clean and treat surface rust on metal frame door on food and water lockout.   



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



     Tree upper wire          Rusted/pitted wire upper panel 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



                                                                     Surface rust on support pole 



Enclosure 8 



1. Food and water lockout support door right corner cracking- replace 



2. Clean and treat corrosion areas around enclosure. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Support pole cracking 
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Enclosure 9 



1. Clean debris off enclosure. 



NOTE:  The chicken wire is being utilized to prevent outside pest and not used for containment. 



 



Enclosure 10 



1. Cut branches out of fence adjacent to trailer. 



2. Remove vine growth and debris off roof. 



3. Remove palmetto vegetation that is blocking view of seam connecting the two panels. 



4. Remove dead tree/limb through wire. 



5. Readjust support beam due to being a weight bearing support. 



6. Replace rusted ceiling panel over stucco shelf. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 Tree limb remove 



     



 



 



                                     Support beam  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



                                                                                                                                Dead tree in wire 



Enclosure 11 



1. Tree outside of enclosure branches coming through wire.  Remove 



2. Dead tree inside enclosure. Remove 



3. Rusted and pitted wire on water box. Replace 



4. Water box separating door framework corroded.  Clean, treat, or replace 
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                 Wire pitted water lockout 



 



Enclosure 12 



1. Replace lockout panel upper corroded. 



2. Small tunnel door/lower pipe support replace due to corrosion. 



3. Replace door patch corroded and pitted. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



                          Upper tunnel door                    Lower pipe 



 



Enclosure 14 



1. Separating door framework wire corroded.  Clean, treat, or replace. 



2. Spring loaded clips used to attach interior door to the framework.  Clips have to be the same or like 



material.  The spring loaded mechanism and bolt doesn’t meet the requirements. 



 



Enclosure 16 



1. Dent in wire containment hog rings disconnected or stretched.  Replace 
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Enclosure 41 and 42 



1. Replace water box adjacent to public walkway. 



2. Treat and paint rust on wire (water box) #42 



 



Enclosure 44 



1. Clean and treat or replace safety gate wire. 



2. Replace rusted roof panel where tree comes through. 



3. Hog rings not attached.  Check enclosure and correct. 



4. Remove small tree in back coming through wire. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



(1)           (3) 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



(2)   (4) 



Enclosure 45 



1. Remove debris from the top. 



2. Replace wall panel rusted and degraded wire ground level. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



                                       (1) (2) 
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Enclosure 48 



1. Top panel add ties or replace panel to connect lower portion. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Enclosure 49 



1. Replace top panel on water area due to corrosion. 



2. Multiple rusted welds on panels.  Clean and treat 



3. Replace water box doesn’t meet 11.5 gauge wire requirement. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



(3)    (1) 



 



Enclosure 51 



1. Clean and treat or replace panels due to corrosion. 



 



Enclosure 68 



1. Clean and treat or replace water lockdown area due to corrosion. 



 



Enclosure 69 



1. Clean and treat or replace wire panels due to corrosion. 



2. Remove dead debris off roof. 
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Enclosure 71 



1. Remove grass along enclosure. 



 



Enclosure 74 



1. Remove dead debris off roof. 



2. Remove dead limb off tree through wire panel and repair. 



3. Replace water dish outside panel. 



 



  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 (2) (3) 



 



Enclosure 73 



1. Clean and treat or replace feed and water box due to corrosion. 



 



Enclosure 75 



1. Clean and treat support pole. 



Enclosure 76 



1. Remove roof debris. 



2. Clean and treat wire on safety entrance 



3. Remove bamboo growing through roof wire or exclude from the enclosure. 



4. Cut vegetation encroaching on the enclosure wire. 



5. Clean and treat or replace rusted roof wire. 



6. Use 9 gauge wire to attach panels to post. 



7. Replace rusted panels on roofed back area next to open top. 
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Enclosure 84 



1. Replace roof trusses/corner. 



2. Replace rusted hog rings and ruptured roof panel near den. 



3. Remove vegetation adjacent to the wire. 



 



Enclosure 87 



1. Replace hog rings on safety entrance roof. 



2. Replace wire inside of the external den. 



3. The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent. 



 



 



Enclosure 95 



1. Replace rusted panels on covered cage housing den. 



2. The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent. 



 



 



Enclosure 99 



1. Clean and treat or replace rusted wire. 



 



 



Enclosure 97 



1. Replace rusted roof panels. 



 



Enclosure 94 



1. Replace rusted panel next to pool area. 



2. The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent. 



 



Enclosure 93 



1.  Clean and treat or replace rusted roof panels. 



 



Enclosure 92 



1.  Replace rusted panels covering old chute access. 



 



Enclosure 96 



1. The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent. 
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Enclosure 1 



1. Mulitple areas the wire needs to be reattached to the support. 



2. Multiple trees that are being used to support wire are rotted and have to be removed.  New poles have to 



be added to support wire. 



3. The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent. 



4. U nails that are attaching wire to poles/trees have to be resecured to support wire. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Enclosure 72 



1. Replace rusted ties on water lock out area. 



2. Replace water box due not being at least 11.5 chain link/equivalent. 
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Enclosure 57 (Serval) 



1. Open top enclosure.  A deviation is needed to house without a top. 68A-6.004(3)-No provision for open 



top. 



Enclosure 53 



1. Clean and treat or replace panels due to rust. 



 



Enclosure 29 



1. It is evident that a water line was in the den area.  This area must be able to drain around the enclosure 



and have no impact on the animal. 68A-6.0023(5)(b) see below 



Enclosure 28 



1. Clean and treat or replace door area at ground level at water bowl due to corrosion. 



 



Enclosure 6 



1.  The wire in the water box areas (3) doesn’t meet the required strength for the species contained. 



 



 



Mrs.  Baskins needs to be aware of the following but not limited to: 



 



When animals are placed in temporary caging due to veterinarian needs the caging or housing shall be 



permanently marked and traceable written records indicating the date the wildlife was placed in temporary 



holding.  68A-6.0041 



 



(2) Wildlife being held for sale by those persons properly licensed pursuant to Section 379.3761 or 379.3711, 



F.S., or for veterinary care, or quarantine may be temporarily housed or caged in smaller cages or enclosures 



for a period not to exceed 60 days. With written notification to the Commission, this period may be extended in 



circumstances where a licensed veterinarian has certified that a longer holding period is medically necessary in 



the interests of the health, safety and welfare of the subject animals or the public. Medical records concerning 



all animals for which an extension of the 60-day period is obtained shall be maintained at the facility and shall 



be made available for inspection, upon request, by Commission personnel. The caging or enclosure of all 



wildlife temporarily held under this section shall not be smaller than that required for the caged animal to stand 



up, lie down, and turn around without touching the sides of the enclosure or another animal. All wildlife thus 



caged or housed shall be permanently marked or their enclosures shall be permanently marked, so as to be 



traceable to written records indicating the date the wildlife was placed in temporary holding. Such records 



shall be maintained and made available for inspection by Commission personnel. Commission personnel shall 



direct dealers to mark wildlife temporarily if, upon inspection, there is no record indicating the date the wildlife 



was placed in temporary holding. 



 



All cages with dirt floors shall be raked a minimum of once every three days.  68A-6.0023(5) (e) 



 



(5) Sanitation and Nutritional Requirements: 



(a) Sanitation, water disposal, and waste disposal shall be in accordance with all applicable local, state, 



and federal regulations. 



(b) Water: Clean drinking water shall be provided daily. Any water containers used shall be clean. Reptiles 



and amphibians that do not drink water from containers and those in an inactive season or period shall be 



provided water in a manner and at such intervals as to ensure their health and welfare. All pools, tanks, 



water areas and water containers provided for swimming, wading or drinking shall be clean. Enclosures 



shall provide drainage for surface water and runoff. 
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(c) Food: Food shall be of a type and quantity that meets the nutritional requirements for the particular 



species, and shall be provided in an unspoiled and uncontaminated condition. Clean containers shall be 



used for feeding. 



(d) Waste: Fecal and food waste shall be removed daily from inside, under, and around cages and stored or 



disposed of in a manner which prevents noxious odors or pests. Cages and enclosures shall be ventilated to 



prevent noxious odors. 



(e) Cleaning and maintenance: Hard floors within cages or enclosures shall be cleaned a minimum of once 



weekly. Walls of cages and enclosures shall be spot cleaned daily. The surfaces of housing facilities, 



including perches, shelves and any furniture-type fixtures within the facility, shall be cleaned weekly, and 



shall be constructed in a manner and made of materials that permits thorough cleaning. Cages or 



enclosures with dirt floors shall be raked a minimum of once every three days and all waste material shall 



be removed. Any surface of cages or enclosures that may come into contact with animal(s) shall be free of 



excessive rust that prevents the required cleaning or that affects the structural strength. Any painted surface 



that may come into contact with wildlife shall be free of peeling or flaking paint. 



 



68A-6.004 Standard Caging Requirements for Captive Wildlife. 



 



 



(4) Carnivores and Certain Omnivores with Similar Requirements: 



(a) Wild felines.  



In addition to requirements of this section, each cage or enclosure shall be equipped with a shelter(s)/nest 



box(es) large enough to accommodate all the animals in the enclosure simultaneously. Each enclosure shall 



have an accessible device to provide physical stimulation or manipulation compatible with the species. Such 



device shall be noninjurious, and may include, but is not limited to, boxes, balls, bones, barrels, drums, 



rawhide, pools, etc. 



1. African and Asian lions; tigers. 



a. For one or two animals, a cage 24 feet by 10 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage 



size by 25 percent of original floor area. 



b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animal(s) simultaneously. Each 



cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed. 



c. Outdoor cages over 1,000 square feet (uncovered) shall have vertical jump walls at least 10 feet high, 



with a 2-foot, 45 degree, inward angle overhang, or jump walls at least 12 feet high, without an overhang. 



The inward angle fencing shall be made of the same material as the vertical fencing. Wet or dry moats may 



be substituted for the required fencing provided prior Commission written approval has been obtained. 



2. Jaguars, leopards, and cougars 



a. For one or two animals, a cage 20 feet by 10 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage 



size by 25 percent of original floor area. 



b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure 



simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed. 



c. Outdoor cages over 1,000 square feet (uncovered) for cougars shall have vertical jump walls at least 10 



feet high, with a 4-foot, 45 degree, inward angle overhang. Leopards and jaguars shall not be kept in 



uncovered enclosures except in facilities with wet or dry moats, which have been previously approved in 



writing by the Commission. 



3. Lesser cats (e.g., bobcats, lynx, ocelots, caracal, serval, margay, fishing cats, jungle cats, Teminick's cats, 



golden cats) 



a. For one or two animals, a cage 12 feet by 6 feet, 6 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage 



size by 25 percent of original floor area. 



b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure 



simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed. 
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4. Small cats (e.g., Geoffroy's cats, jaguarundis, leopard cats, wildcats (Felis silvestris), mountain cats, 



pampas cats, marbled cats, pallas' cats, sand cats, oncilla/tiger cats, black-footed cats, flat-headed cats, 



kodkods, rusty-spotted cats) 



a. For one or two animals, a cage 6 feet by 6 feet, 6 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage 



size by 25 percent of original floor area. 



b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure 



simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed. 



5. Cheetahs 



a. For one or two animals, a cage 40 feet by 20 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase cage 



size by 25 percent of original floor area. 



b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the enclosure 



simultaneously. 



 



68A-6.0023 General Regulations Governing Possession of Captive Wildlife; Public 



Contact; Transfer of Wildlife and Record Keeping Requirements. 



(1) No person shall maintain captive wildlife in any unsafe or unsanitary condition, or in a manner which 



results in threats to the public safety, or the maltreatment or neglect of such wildlife. 



(2) Caging Requirements: 



(a) All wildlife possessed in captivity shall, except when supervised and controlled in accordance with 



subsection (3) hereof, be maintained in cages or enclosures constructed and maintained in compliance with 



the provisions of Rules 68A-6.003, 68A-6.004 and 68A-6.007, F.A.C. 



(b) Cages or enclosures housing captive wildlife shall be sufficiently strong to prevent escape and to protect 



the caged animal from injury, and shall be equipped with structural safety barriers to prevent any physical 



contact with the caged animal by the public, except for contacts as authorized under subsection (3) of this 



rule. Structural barriers may be constructed from materials such as fencing, moats, landscaping, or close-



mesh wire, provided that materials used are safe and effective in preventing public contact. 



(c) All cages or enclosures less than 1,000 square feet shall be covered at the top to prevent escape (except 



paddocks, reptile enclosures and habitats specified below). Class I or Class II wildlife shall not be kept in 



uncovered enclosures that are less than 1,000 square feet, except as specified in Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C. All 



outdoor enclosures for non-native venomous reptile species and reptiles of concern shall be topped with 



close-meshed wire or an equivalent barrier to provide additional security as specified in Rule 68A-6.007, 



F.A.C. For the purpose of this section, the following definitions apply: 



1. Paddocks: Areas enclosed by fencing, railing or other Commission-approved structures which allow 



animals to graze or browse. 



2. Reptile enclosures: Areas encompassed by smooth walls or other Commission-approved materials which 



provide safe keeping of venomous and non-venomous snakes, crocodilians and other reptiles. 



3. Open air habitats or moated areas: Areas enclosed by Commission-approved fences, walls, or moats 



which provide safe keeping of species specified in Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C. 



(d) Caging considered unsafe or otherwise not in compliance herewith shall be reconstructed or repaired 



within 30 days after notification of such condition. In the event such condition results in a threat to human 



safety or the safety of the wildlife maintained therein, the wildlife maintained therein shall, at the direction 



of the Commission, be immediately placed in an approved facility, at the expense of the permittee, owner, or 



possessor, until such time as the unsafe condition is remedied. In instances where wildlife is seized or taken 



into custody by the Commission, said permittee, owner, or possessor of such wildlife shall be responsible for 



payment of all expenses relative to the animal's capture, transport, boarding, veterinary care, or other costs 



associated with or incurred due to such seizures or custody. Such expenses shall be paid by said permittee, 



owner, or possessor upon any conviction or finding of guilt of a criminal or noncriminal violation, 



regardless of adjudication or plea entered, of any provision of Chapter 379 or 828, F.S., or rules of the 



Commission, or if such violation is disposed of under Section 921.187, F.S. Failure to pay such expenses 



shall be grounds for revocation or denial of permits to such individuals to possess wildlife. 
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68A-6.003 Facility and Structural Caging Requirement for Class I, II and III Wildlife. 



(1) In addition to the standard caging requirements set forth in Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C., Class I and Class II 



animals shall be caged in accordance with the following requirements: 



(a) All cages or enclosures of Class I and Class II wildlife, and Class III capuchin, spider and woolly 



monkeys, except paddocks, approved open air habitats, or outdoor reptile enclosures shall be equipped with 



a safety entrance. A safety entrance is defined as a protected, secure area that can be entered by a keeper 



that prevents animal escape and safeguards the keeper, or a device that can be activated by a keeper that 



prevents animal escape and safeguards entry. Such entrances shall include: A double-door mechanism, 



interconnecting cages, a lock-down area, or other comparable devices, subject to Commission approval, 



that will prevent escape and safeguard the keeper. Safety entrances shall be constructed of materials that 



are of equivalent strength as that prescribed for cage construction for that particular species. 



(b) All cages or enclosures constructed of chain link or other approved materials shall be well braced and 



securely anchored at ground level to prevent escape by digging or erosion. Cages shall be constructed 



using metal clamps, ties or braces of equivalent strength as the material required for cage construction for 



the particular species. Cages or enclosures using the ground as flooring must meet the following 



requirements: 



1. For enclosures housing wildlife that exhibits a behavior of digging or burrowing: 



Enclosures shall have a footer or bottom apron constructed of concrete, chainlink or equivalent strength 



material as specified in this rule for the housing of such wildlife. The footer must be a depth of 3 feet. In the 



instance of a bottom apron, the bottom apron must be securely attached to the bottom of the enclosure 



fencing or wall and extend inward into the enclosure a minimum of 3 feet. The bottom apron must be buried 



to prevent injury to the captive wildlife in the enclosure. 



2. For enclosures affected by erosion: 



Measures must be taken to stop the erosion. Such measures may include, but are not limited to, a footer or 



bottom apron as described above or other measures capable of ensuring the structural integrity of the 



enclosure and preventing the escape of the captive wildlife. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 
 
 



 



Emailed  Permit Holder  Inv. William King L910 



Recipient  Recipient Title  Inspecting Officer 



All Discrepancies Explained to Recipient   Appropriate Copies of Regs Given or Possessed    
 












from another facility who heard we were "in trouble with FWC." 
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
 
On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com<mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com>> wrote: 
Good morning Mr. Baskin, 
 
Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the recent inspection at 
Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow? 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253<tel:%28850%29%20488-6253> Office 
(850) 544-2933<tel:%28850%29%20544-2933> Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
 



mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K






From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
cc: Carole Baskin; 
Subject: Re: inspection report
Date: Monday, November 17, 2014 2:02:02 PM


9 is great. Thx! 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Howard Baskin
Big Cat Rescue
 
 
On Nov 17, 2014, at 1:30 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com> 
wrote: 
 


Ok, how does 9 work for you? I can make the time earlier if that is 
better for you. I have attached the inspection report that we will go 
over tomorrow.
 
Thanks
Kara
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office
(850) 544-2933 Cell
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 17, 2014 12:02 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: Carole Baskin 
Subject: Re: inspection report
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Yes, we are unusually flexible tomorrow, so whatever time iw 
good for you works.  Morning best, but can do afternoon.
 
If there is anything we can look over tonight it would be 
helpful, but I understand if not.
 
FYI we made a list of things we can do based on the verbal 
comments of the investigators and have been working on them.  
We have also finally found a source and ordered 9 gauge tie 
wire to test.  We just don't know if it will be possible to bend.  
 
Also just FYI, this is a fairly small "industry" and we already 
have gotten a call from another facility who heard we were "in 
trouble with FWC."
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 


regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what 


the hell happened.
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On Mon, Nov 17, 2014 at 11:53 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.
Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote:
Good morning Mr. Baskin,
 
Would you be available for a conference call to discuss the 
recent inspection at Big Cat Rescue sometime tomorrow?
 
Thanks
Kara
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office
(850) 544-2933 Cell


 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us 
continually give you the best service possible : http://www.
surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K
 
 


<BigCatRescueBaskinCarolROU11072014.pdf>



mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

mailto:Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com

tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K






From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
Subject: Comments re inspection report
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 8:41:22 PM
Attachments: BCR comments re inspection report from 11-7-14 submitted 11-20-14.pdf 


Enclosed please find our comments on the recent inspection report.  Could 
you let me know if this gets to you?  Thanks.  We looking forward to 
speaking with you tomorrow and appreciate the opportunity to discuss the 
report. 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.



mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org

mailto:Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com
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FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION DIVISION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 



CAPTIVE WILDLIFE 
INSPECTIONS FORM 



 



COMMENTS: 



This was an unannounced routine inspection.  Mrs. Gale Ingram who is the operations manager of the 
facility was present during the inspection.  The facility is located on forty-five (45) plus acres in an urban 
area of Hillsborough County.  The facility is completely enclosed with an eight foot perimeter fence with 
locking gate. The material trade marked as Rhino wall utilized on the west side noted during a previous 
inspection conducted by Lt. Steve DeLacure on 10/05/2010 meets the required 11.5 gauge wire 
requirement.   Majority of the enclosures are constructed of galvanized welded panels of structural strength 
exceeding nine gauge chain link/equivalent.  The enclosures meet or exceed caging requirements although 
most are irregular shapes, with overlapping panels, integrated sub-terrannean supports 8-12 inches deep 
and horizontal trusses which contribute to the structural integrity of the enclosure despite the absence of 
structure support poles holding the cages from falling over.  The enclosures utilize hog rings that are 9 
gauge link/equivalent to connect the panels together. There are four open top enclosures that are 
constructed with welded steel panels with the wire greater than 9 gauge chain link and supported with steel 
poles.  The vertical wall height is 15’ with a inward 45 degree 5’ overhang.  Incorporated at the terminal 
end of the overhang is a 1’ cantilever vertical lip to provide additional escape prevention. 



 
All animals appeared to be healthy with food and fresh water provided. All enclosures had the proper 



enrichment, shelter and are maintained in sanitary conditions. Listed below are the violations that were 



noted during this inspection.  To identify each enclosure the cleaning map number system was utilized. 



All rules pertaining to the violations will be attached at the end of this report.  All violations shall be 



corrected within 30 days from the receipt of this report or further action may be taken. 
(Any included photographs may not be inclusive of all identified discrepancies observed during the inspection, but may be rep resentative 
of other discrepancies associated with the identified cage, structure or required equipment and described within this report.) 



 



GENERAL RESPONSES FROM BIG CAT RESCUE 



(Specific responses appear under each alleged violation) 



 



We have added the names of the animals to more easily identify the cages.  In a few cases we think the cage 



number was incorrect and have noted what we think is the correct cage. 



 



We have added asterisks to identify Class 2 and Class 3 animals as follows: 



* designates Class 2 



(20 cat cages were Class 2 only requiring 11.5 ga, but we use 6 ga panels and 9 ga hog rings) 



** designates Class 3 one genet (not finding any cage requirements for Class 3) 



 



As is explained below, we believe that the majority of the observations listed in this report are not violations 



of any rule.  But we agree that some that we do not believe are violations should be addressed.  This gives 



rise to a suggestion.  Currently the inspectors and investigators act in a policing role focusing on the rules.  



But, their knowledge goes far beyond the rules.  They get to see the inside of animal operations all over the 



State and see how they operate.  I wonder if the FWC inspectors and investigators could play an expanded 



role, with no additional effort, that would be highly consistent with the mission of FWC, if they were able to 



add to a report “recommendations” that are not violations, but suggestions, in addition to noting violations.  



This could include items that are not yet violations but have the potential to be if not addressed.  A good 



example is surface rust that does not affect the structural strength but eventually will if not addressed.   



 



The intense six hour inspection was of course stressful for our staff particularly since it unfortunately 
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occurred on a day when Carole and I were not here.  But, assuming we can work together to resolve the 



concerns expressed below, it served a good purpose.  When things change very slowly and gradually over 



time and people are busy, it is easy for them not to get noticed.  Parents don’t see that their young children 



are growing gradually every day, but the uncle who visits once a year from out of town is immediately 



struck by the fact that the child grew two inches.   



 



Similarly, the inspection has forced us to break from our daily routines and have a team of us spend the last 



few days inspecting the property, looking at each of the items on this report and addressing as many as we 



could immediately.  While, as noted, we believe most are not violations, we agree that many should be 



addressed.  We have limited staff, so we created two lists of items to prioritize the action items and are 



working on them now.  I will note on this document the ones completed at the time I send it to you.  By the 



time we talk Friday afternoon I expect others will be completed. 



 



In the meantime, I appreciate your consideration of the comments below, and the idea of allowing inspectors 



and investigators to make recommendations in addition to noting violations, which we feel would be a very 



appropriate way to handle much of what is contained in this report. 



 



Raking.  The cats defecate around the perimeter of the cages as a way of marking their territories because 



our cages give them a generous area to live in.  We clean every cage every day by walking the outside 



perimeter of the fence, spotting the feces, inserting a long pole with an L at the end through the 4x4” cage 



wire, raking the feces to the edge of the cage, then picking it up with barbecue tongs inserted through the 



4x4 wire. 



 



Many licensees have cats living on concrete.  The main reason is the ease of cleaning – simply hose it down.  



We believe this is an unsuitable substrate for cats.  In addition to being uncomfortable it causes arthritis in 



their later years.  Where licensees have dirt substrate, they usually have very small cages.  Raking those 



small cages with traditional rakes is feasible and likely necessary as the animal has such limited space to live 



in and defecate.   



 



We not only have very spacious cages, but a large part of giving the cats the best life we can is to have them 



in a natural setting with foliage.  I am not sure when the rule refers to “dirt floors” whether this means 



substrate this is just dirt with no foliage or includes cages with grass and/or other foliage.   We have many 



acres of cages.  It is not feasible to rake acres of cages in the traditional manner.  Even if we could, it would 



be difficult not to negatively impact the natural foliage. 



 



Presumably the purpose of the raking requirement is to remove feces. We have never had a comment from 



the public or an inspector that I know of about our cages having feces in them.  The rule does not define 



raking, or rake, or require that every square foot of the cage be raked.  Webster defines raking as “to gather, 



loosen or smooth with or as if with a rake.”  We clearly meet the substantive requirement of the rule, i.e. 



keeping the cages free of feces.  We exceed the technical requirement by raking with our cleaning tool as if 



with a rake daily instead of every three days.  Our method of raking the cages has been accepted as 



satisfying the raking requirement for 20 years. 



 



Corrosion or rust. Many of the alleged violations relate to rust on the cages.  For a long time we were only 



able to find single galvanized panels.  Eventually they rust. We now have a source for double galvanized 



panels which resist rust much better.  We intentionally use wire of a gauge far in excess of the minimum 



requirement.  All of our cages are 6 ga versus the 9 ga requirement for Class 1 and the 11.5 ga for Class 2.  



The rule prohibits “excessive rust prevents the required cleaning or that affects the structural strength.”  



Surface rust does not violate the rule.  And with the larger gauge wire we use, minor pitting that just creates 



a roughness on the surface of the wire does not reduce the structural strength below the required 9 ga 
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strength.  



 



We have even more incentive than FWC does to insure that our cages are sound and cats cannot escape.  



Fortunately we have strong financial support and never have to make a decision to defer needed cage 



replacement for financial reasons. However, replacing roofs on cages or entire cages is a very expensive 



proposition.  Our typical traditional cages cost $10,000 to $20,000 and the labor must all be done by our 



limited staff.  Replacing them before they really need replacing is a significant waste of resources. 



 



We have examined the locations that were commented on as violations for corrosion.  There is no case 



where we believe the level of rust reduced the structural strength below the level of the required wire gauge.  



In some cases we determined that the wire had sufficient corrosion that based on our standards it should be 



replaced. In other cases we agree that it is time to scrape and paint.  We do not typically paint during the 



summer due to frequent rain.  We will prioritize the required painting by doing the cages that need paint the 



most first.  These include the cages at the south end of the property housing Joseph lion and three tigers, and 



the tiger cages along the west end of the lake.  This will take a number of months to complete.  Meantime, 



we respectfully request that the references to rust as a violation of the rule be removed. 



 



Tie wire on new open top cages.  The tie wire on the open top cages constructed in the last two years is not 9 



ga. Given the way the tie wire is wrapped around the pole and wrapped multiple times around the panel wire, 



and given the number of ties we have, if pressure were applied to pull a 9 ga panel away from the pole, the 



panel joints might well give way before the tie wire.  However, rather than having an engineer conduct that 



test, we are looking at more straightforward solutions.  We will leave the current wire in place since there is 



no reason to remove it and it does contribute strength.  We were having trouble finding 9 ga tie wire and 



appreciate Investigator Brown advising us of a source.  Another possible solution might be to add at two 



places on each pole a brace made of the 6 ga wire panels as pictured below with 9 ga hog rings. This creates 



a very firm hold by 6 ga wire due to the tension created by having this very firm wire arc around the pole.  



We are also testing using chains.  



 



  
 



 



Snap clips.  Snap clips for holding cage doors were listed as a violation.  The smallest snap clip we use is 



greater than 9 ga wire.  (See photo below where the sliding portion of the snap, the narrowest portion, does not 



fit in the 9 ga hole.  Further, the sliding portion never encounters stress.  If pressure is applied to the door, the 



door wire presses against one thick end of the crescent and the cage wire against the other.  The snap is clearly 



in excess of the 9 ga requirement and we do not believe violates any rule. 
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Tree limbs through cage panel openings.  There are a number of mentions of tree limbs growing through the 



wire.  We know of no rule on this unless the limb impairs the structural integrity of the cage, which we believe 



none of them do.  We will do some trimming of these as discussed below, but request that they be removed as 



violations. 



Cages built around trees.  We build cages around trees both to create a natural setting and to give added 



strength to the cage.  The wire is typically cut tight to the tree and frequently the tree will eventually grow 



around the wire.  In situations where the tree grows in a way that causes the wire to be pulled in a way that we 



feel will eventually threaten the integrity of the wire or leave a gap, we trim the wire away from the tree where 



the tree has grown over it, free it, and reposition it.  We do not believe trees growing in a cage are a violation 



unless they cause the integrity of the cage wire to diminish below the required gauge strength.  Wire bending 



to some extent does not challenge the panel integrity. 



Debris on top of cage.  In our heavily treed natural environment leaves and branches fall on top of the cages.  



We periodically remove these and do not let the natural matter pile up to become a weight that would impair 



the integrity of the cage roof.  None of the cages had an amount of debris that would impair the integrity.  If 



modest amounts of natural debris on top of cages were to be a violation, we would be in violation every time 



an inspector walked in because it is constantly falling. We request these be removed as violations. 



Leaving cats in open top cages.  We believe that while the tie wire is below required gauge on the newer open 



top cages, there is no issue of its ability to contain the cats, particularly given the age of our cats. While we 



work to add compliant ties, we would appreciate a temporary deviation so we do not have to confine the cats 



in the small covered areas.  Some of these cats are very old and we would like to give them the best life we 



can while we have them if you would permit this temporary deviation. 



Summary of general remarks.  There are really two overarching issues regarding the items in this report.  First, 











5 
 



if we accept some of the items as violations, frankly, we will always be in violation every time an inspector 



comes.  There will always be some cages with debris on the roofs from the trees above.  There will always be 



some cages in the queue to be painted that will have surface rust. 



Second, I think you know we have a different situation than other licensees.  Because of our advocacy work to 



improve the lives of big cats generally, certain persistently untruthful individuals repeatedly attack us in one 



form or another.  You see this is in the form of groundless complaints filed by people like Barbara Hoffman 



(lost USDA license and had cats confiscated by Texas authorities) who recently filed totally unfounded 



complaints not only with FWC but with OSHA, EPC, and the County Health Department.  None of the 



complaints are based on any personal knowledge on her part.  Their purpose is simply misuse government 



resources to harass us. Joe Schreibvogel, the tiger cub exploiter in Oklahoma who we ended up suing, winning 



a $1mm judgment against, and are now chasing through bankruptcy court, along with employees or associates 



of his, has been a repeated source of complaints to FWC and other agencies.  Here in Florida, Vernon Yates 



and Kathy Stearns grossly misrepresented to the media the recent situation with the leopard in the open top 



cage.  Yates has recently repeatedly filed groundless complaints with OSHA. Yates has not been here since 



the 90’s and Stearns has been here to personally observe anything.  We get absolutely stellar reviews from the 



public on TripAdvisor, Great Nonprofits and Zerve. 



We very much want to work with FWC like we have in the past, and in particular are very excited about the 



upcoming effort to revisit the rules regarding how big cats are kept in Florida and hope to give you useful 



input.  But this report as currently written creates a serious problem for us.  One, noted above, is that if we 



accept some of these items as violations, we will always be in violation.  The other is concern for the 



reputation of the sanctuary.  Accepting this enormous number of items as violations, many of which we 



believe do not constitute violations although agree it is appropriate to address many of them, would give the 



Yates’ and Stearns’ an opportunity to misrepresent us as flagrant violators of your rules and having an unsafe 



facility.  That clearly is not the case.  I would appreciate whatever sensitivity you can show for that concern.   



For purposes of our locating and dealing with the items on the list, it has been useful to have them listed by 



cat.  However, when it comes to issuing a final report, I would appreciate it if we could work with you to list 



the violation one time and then note the cages it applies to.  For instance, if the tie wire on the newer open top 



cages is not up to gauge, it would be helpful to have one item referring to that as a violation and then list the 



cages where it applies, rather than have it appear numerous times by cage. 



I very much appreciate the opening comments in the report about the health of the animals and the caging 



meeting or exceeding requirements.  It would be very helpful if the final report could include language to the 



effect that none of the comments in the report imply any issue of the safety of the public.  That is how Yates 



and Stearns absurdly positioned the 18 year old leopard in the open cage to the media.  It is amazing how 



stories like that morph.  We have actually had people tell us they heard we had a leopard escape.  So some 



statement that none of the items in the report create a public safety issue would be much appreciated. 



In order to make comments on the items in the report we converted the report document from a pdf to Word.  



That is unfortunately an imperfect process that leads to formatting issues, among which are that the photos did 



not come through.  The original report will have to be read alongside this one to see the photos. I appreciate 



your understanding.  We also added a sequential number in parenthesis at each item so we could more easily 



refer to a particular item. 
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Cleaning map with numbering system 



 



 



 



Enclosure 7 Bailey/Moses * 



1.   (1) Tree coming through breaking upper wire degrading the integrity.  This cage contains two 



declawed bobcats that cannot climb a tree.  The wire is tight to the tree and the bend in the wire does not 



impair the integrity of the cage. However, we plan to trim the foliage where the tree and wire meet so we 



can more clearly observe where the panel meets the tree. 



 



2.   (2) Rusted/pitted wire on attached upper panel on food and water lockout –replace.  Structurally 



sound.   3.   (3) Clean and treat surface rust on metal frame door on food and water lockout.  Structurally 



sound. LOCKOUT, DOOR AND  FRAME SCRAPED AND PAINTED. 
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Enclosure 8 Breezy * 



1.   (4) Food and water lockout support door right corner cracking- replace. Interior door that does not 
degrade integrity of cage.  REPLACED CORNER 



 
 



 
2.   (5) Clean and treat corrosion areas around enclosure.  Does not degrade integrity of cage but will 



scrape and paint. 
 



Enclosure 9 



1.  (6)  Baby Cakes ** Clean debris off enclosure. Pine needles and leaves.  See Debris on top of cage 



above. DEBRIS REMOVED 
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NOTE:  The chicken wire is being utilized to prevent outside pest and not used for containment. 



 
Enclosure 10  Cheetaro 



1.  (7)  Cut branches out of fence adjacent to trailer.  There are two branches that when alive had grown 



around the wire and were hanging from the wire.  They are not heavy and do not impair the integrity of 



the cage.  When freshly cut they would have been very difficult to cut off the wire. Now that they have 



dried out it will be much easier.  BRANCHES REMOVED 



2.  (8) Remove vine growth and debris off roof.  Not aware of any rule about vine.  They provide shade. 



Each year they die off with the first freeze and then grow back. See Debris on top of cage above 



3. (9) Remove palmetto vegetation that is blocking view of seam connecting the two panels.  We do not 



believe the palmetto blocks the view of the seam and prefer not to destroy a plant if it is not a problem. 



  
 



4.  (10) Remove dead tree/limb through wire.  See Tree limbs through cage panel openings above.  Were 



this limb to break off on both sides of the cage, it would leave a 4x8” hole instead of a 4.4” hole which 



does not violate any rule and that the leopard in the cage could not fit through. WE REMOVED THE 



LIMB. 



5. (11) Readjust support beam due to being a weight bearing support.  This vertical bridge that is 



intended to keep the roof from sagging has twisted from the vertical position and does need to be 
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readjusted or replaced.  The sagging does not impair the soundness of the roof with respect to containing 



the cat. BRACE REPAIRED AND THAT SECTION OF ROOF PAINTED.  



6.  (12) Replace rusted ceiling panel over stucco shelf.  This panel sags because there is vertical bridge 



on either side but a gap of about four feet between the two bridges. ADDED BRIDGE TO FILL THE 



GAP AND SCRAPED AND PAINTED.  Both repairs shown in photo below. 



 
 



Enclosure 11  Apollo/Zeus  * 



1. (13)  Tree outside of enclosure branches coming through wire.  Remove.   These are small branches 



from a small tree and violates no rule.  



2.  (14) Dead tree inside enclosure. Remove    This dead tree is cut off just above the cage top and acts 



like a post to provide additional but not necessary support to the roof. It violates no rule but we will 



remove. 



3. (15) Rusted and pitted wire on water box. Replace.   One wire did have noticeable pitting, but there is 



a non pitted wire parallel right beside it so the pitted wire does not affect the integrity of the cage. 



WATER BOX REPLACED AND LOCKOUT SCRAPED AND PAINTED 



 
 



 



4. (16) Water box separating door framework corroded.  Clean, treat, or replace.   Apollo had a very small 



corner of his lockout that was rusty but structurally sound.   WE CUT OUT THE RUSTY PIECE AND 



REPLACED IT WITH NEW WIRE, SCRAPED AND PAINTED THE LOCKOUT AND THE DOOR 



FRAME.  
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Enclosure 12  Apache/Divinity  * 



1.   (17) Replace lockout panel upper corroded.  REPLACED 



2.  (18) Small tunnel door/lower pipe support replace due to corrosion.  Interior door so does not affect 



integrity of the cage.LOWER PIPE REPLACED, TUNNEL SCRAPED AND PAINTED. 



.  



3.   (19) Replace door patch corroded and pitted.  Older wire was apparently used to patch this former 



door opening.  Structurally sound but does have minor pitting. APACHE AND DIVINITY DOOR 



PATCH REPLACED WITH NEW WIRE AND PAINTED  
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Enclosure 14  Alachua Bob  * 



1.   (20) Separating door framework wire corroded.  Clean, treat, or replace.  Interior door that does not 



affect integrity of the cage and is structurally sound. Did not find any rust on door.  REPLACED WIRE 



TIES ON FRAMEWORK OF DOOR.   



2.   (21) Spring loaded clips used to attach interior door to the framework.  Clips have to be the same or 



like material.  The spring loaded mechanism and bolt doesn’t meet the requirements.  See Snap clips 



above.  REPLACED SNAPS WITH LOCKS ON INSIDE AND OUTSIDE DOORS OF BOTH 



SAFETY ENTRANCES 
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Enclosure 16  Gilligan  * 



1.   (22) Dent in wire containment hog rings disconnected or stretched.  Replace.  Structurally sound.  We 



actually use this dent, caused during the pine tree blight caused a huge pine to fall on it, to show our tour 



visitors how our cages stand up much better in hurricanes than chain link boxes. We see no issue with the 



hog rings. 



Enclosure 41 and 42  Santino  * 



1.   (23) Replace water box adjacent to public walkway.  The box is structurally sound. 2.   (24) Treat and 



paint rust on wire (water box) #42  Structurally sound.  ON TWO OF THE LOCKOUTS WE 



REPLACED BOTH THE WATER BOWL BOX AND THE FRONT END OF LOCKOUT.  ON 



THIRD REPLACED WATER BOWL BOX. 



 



 
 



 
Enclosure 44  Servie  * We believe cage # is incorrect. Is cage 46 Doodles 



1.   (25) Clean and treat or replace safety gate wire.  WE CHECKED BOTH CAGE NUMBERS AND 



FOUND NO SAFETY GATE WITH RUST SO NOT SURE WHERE THIS IS. 



2.   Replace rusted roof panel where tree comes through.  Structurally sound.  WE CUT OFF THE 



DEAD BRANCH OF THE TREE THROUGH THE ROOF AND PATCHED OVER THE HOLE. 
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3.   (26) Hog rings not attached.  Check enclosure and correct.  WE FOUND NO PLACE THAT THERE 



WERE NOT HOG RINGS. THERE WAS A RING AT LEAST EVERY 6 TO 8 INCHES. 



4.   (27) Remove small tree in back coming through wire.  See Tree limbs through cage panel openings 



above.   



 
Enclosure 45  Nairobi  * We believe cage # is incorrect.  Is cage 43. 



1.   (28) Remove debris from the top.  See Debris on top of cage above. REMOVED SOME OF DEBRIS 



BUT THERE WAS NOT MUCH TO BEGIN WITH. 
2.   (29) Replace wall panel rusted and degraded wire ground level.  Structurally sound.  Investigators 



dug down below ground level to find rust.  WE DUG OUT THE STAKE WIRE AND REPLACED IT 



AT GROUND LEVEL. THE STAKE WIRE WAS PAINTED WITH RUSTOLEUM BEFORE 



PUTTING IT INTO THE GROUND. THAT IS WHY IT LOOKS SO RED. 



 
 



Enclosure 48  Levi  * 



1.   (30) Top panel add ties or replace panel to connect lower portion.  We are aware if no rule that says 



how many points of contact have to be made between a roof and wall. Current number of ties is 



structurally sound. We could not find anywhere ties needed to be added.  All 6-8 inches apart except one 



spot over the bridge where it had to be 16 inches but the bridge makes it even more secure than a tie. 
 



Enclosure 49  Sheena  * 



1.   (31) Replace top panel on water area due to corrosion.  Structurally sound (Photo below was 



Wednesday before painting Thursday.)  SCRAPED AND PAINTED LOCKOUT.  



2.   (32) Multiple rusted welds on panels.  Clean and treat.  Structurally sound.  HAVE MOVED 



SHEENA TO ENCLOSURE 43 AFTER IT WAS STAKE WIRED SO WE CAN PAINT ENTIRE 



CAGE 49. 



3.   (33) Replace water box doesn’t meet 11.5 gauge wire requirement. (NOTE: We are going to re-



measure the old boxes but believe some or all were 11 gauge and met the requirement) REPLACED  
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Enclosure 51 Armani 



1.   (34) Clean and treat or replace panels due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  SCRAPED AND 



PAINTED. 



 
Enclosure 68  Rusty & Sassy * 



1.   (35) Clean and treat or replace water lockdown area due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  SCRAPED 



AND PAINTED 
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Enclosure 69  Little Dove * 



1.   (36) Clean and treat or replace wire panels due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint. 



WE SCRAPED AND PAINTED HER LOCKOUT. FOR SOME ODD REASON THERE WERE SOME 



INDIVIDUAL STRANDS OF WIRE ON THE CAGE PANEL  THAT WERE A LITTLE RUSTY SO WE 



SCRAPED AND PAINTED THOSE. 



 
2.   (37) Remove dead debris off roof.  See Debris on top of cage above REMOVED SOME 



   



 



Enclosure 71 Sierra * 



1.    (38) Remove grass along enclosure.  We know of no rule requiring removal of grass along enclosure or 



any reason to remove it.  The wire is clearly visible. 
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.   



 
Enclosure 74  Andi * 



1.  (39) Remove dead debris off roof.  See Debris on top of cage above.  



2.   (40) Remove dead limb off tree through wire panel and repair.  See Tree limbs through cage panel 



openings above.  REMOVED LIMB. NO WIRE REPAIR NEEDED. 



3.   (41) Replace water dish outside panel.  We found nothing wrong with either of the  water dish boxes 



nor either of the lockouts except minor rust on one lockout door.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED LOWER 



RUNG OF LOCKOUT DOOR. 
 



Enclosure 73  Cherokee * 



1.   (42) Clean and treat or replace feed and water box due to corrosion.  Structurally sound.  SCRAPED 



AND PAINTED BOTH LOCKOUTS. 



  
 



Enclosure 75  Banshee * 



1.   (43) Clean and treat support pole. We think this refers to the vertical bridges. Note: A tree fell 



on this cage and we cut it down.  As a result the bridge is somewhat twisted so the roof bows in a bit, 



but is sound.  The gap around pine tree is not big enough for a cat to escape and this cat is declawed 



and could not climb a tree.  REPLACED THE ROOF BRIDGES AND PATCHED AROUND ONE 



TREE.  
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Enclosure 76  Nakita Lion 



1.   (44) Remove roof debris.  See Debris on top of cage above 



2.   (45) Clean and treat wire on safety entrance.  Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint. 



3.   (46) Remove bamboo growing through roof wire or exclude from the enclosure.  Structurally sound. 



Know of no rule requiring this.  Will cut down bamboo but only because it grows and limits Nakita’s 



ability to navigate that corner of the cage. 



4.   (47) Cut vegetation encroaching on the enclosure wire.  We know of no rule requiring removal of 



vegetation along enclosure. DONE 



  
5.   (48) Clean and treat or replace rusted roof wire.  Structurally sound.  Will scrape and paint. 
6.   (49) Use 9 gauge wire to attach panels to post.  See proposed solution above.  In the meantime the cat 



has been locked in the covered area and we respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cat in 



the open area until we can complete the proposed additional ties. 



7.   (50) Replace rusted panels on roofed back area next to open top. Structurally sound.  Will scrape and 



paint. 



 



Enclosure 84 Simba This is incorrect.  Is cage 83 Reno 



1.   (51) Replace roof trusses/corner.  Structurally sound. We think this refers to a place where the cage 



height changes and the panel slants but are not sure. 



2.   (52) Replace rusted hog rings and ruptured roof panel near den.  Structurally sound. Not sure if (51) 



above is part of the same area as this.We think the “rupture” is where we cut away space for the limb to 



grow through and wire is bent but structurally sound.  We are deciding whether the cut limb and lose 



shade or reinforce the space around it. Did not detect hog rings with rust requiring replacement.  HAVE 



MOVED CAT OUT OF ENCLOSURE UNTIL WORK DONE. 
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3.   (53) Remove vegetation adjacent to the wire.  Not a violation. This palmetto bush did not block view 



of the wire from positions other than directly in front of it. REMOVED PALMETTO   



 
Enclosure 87  Bengali (We think this cage number is incorrect and these comments refer to cage 94) 



1.   (54) Replace hog rings on safety entrance roof.  Will examine to see what issue is. 



2.   (55) Replace wire inside of the external den.  This wire is covered in concrete. Structurally sound but 



will scrape and paint as temporary solution and replace the entire den as permanent solution. 



3.   (56) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  See proposed solution 



above.  In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area of a different cage.  We respectfully 



request a temporary deviation to allow the cat in the open area until we can complete the proposed 



additional ties. 
 



 



Enclosure 95  CamBu 



1.   (57) Replace rusted panels on covered cage housing den.  Structurally sound. Will scrape and paint. 



 



2.   (58) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  Will reinforce with 



compliant ties or cage wire solution above.  In the meantime the cats have been locked in the covered 



area and we respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cats in the open area until we can 



complete the proposed additional ties. 
 



 



Enclosure 99  Joseph 



1.   (59) Clean and treat or replace rusted wire.  Structurally sound but will scrape and paint enclosure. 
 



 



Enclosure 97  TX Tigers 



1.   (60) Replace rusted roof panels.  Structurally sound but will scrape and paint. 



 
Enclosure 94  Bengali (see also comments above at 87 which we think refer to this cage) 



1.   (61) Replace rusted panel next to pool area.  Structurally sound but will replace. 



2.   (62) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.  Will reinforce with 



compliant ties or cage wire solution above. In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area 



and we respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cat in the open area until we can complete 



the proposed additional ties. 



 
Enclosure 93  Alex Tiger 



1. (63) Clean and treat or replace rusted roof panels.  Structurally sound but will scrape and paint. 



 
Enclosure 92  Alex Tiger 



1. (64) Replace rusted panels covering old chute access.  Structurally sound. When we removed some of 



the tunnels on the cage we covered the holes with older wire so it would match. NOW REPLACED 



WITH NEW WIRE. 
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Enclosure 96  Vacation Rotation 



1.   (65) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent. Will reinforce with 



compliant ties or cage wire solution above.  In the meantime the cat has been locked in the covered area.  



We respectfully request a temporary deviation to allow the cats in the open area until we can complete 



the proposed additional ties. 



 



Enclosure 1.   TJ Tiger  



1. (66) Multiple areas the wire needs to be reattached to the support.    



2. (67) Multiple trees that are being used to support wire are rotted and have to be removed.  New poles 



have to be added to support wire.   



3.  (68) The wire attaching to the support poles have to be 9 gauge or equivalent.   



4.  (69) U nails that are attaching wire to poles/trees have to be re-secured to support wire.   



This cage has panels supported by a combination of poles and trees.  We are not aware of a rule 



regarding how many supports are required as long as the cage is sound. In this case we believe some of 



the trees are not necessary, they are just additional support. We examined the trees.  We found a few that 



are dead, but not rotted, so they continue to provide support until they deteriorate further.  Some trees 



are between poles and even if removed the poles are close enough together to provide support, i.e. the 



trees in those cases simply provide additional support. In some cases the panel is attached to the poles on 



one side and then woven through on the other side of the tree between the poles to wedge the panel to 



provide additional but not necessary additional support.  The U nails attaching the wire to the poles 



continue to hold the wire based on what we see, so it is unclear to us what rule requires that we re-secure 



them. The rule requires open top cages to be 12 feet tall.  This enclosure was originally 12 feet tall and 



then additional height was added. The first 12 feet of the cage is secured with 9 ga ties except possibly the 



very top tie. Smaller gauge ties were only used on the height that was added later above 12 feet which is 



beyond the requirement, except that the top tie on the 12 foot section may not be 9 ga.  We will examine 



enclosure more closely to determine what has to be done. Because the enclosure is secure, we would 



appreciate a temporary deviation so we do not have to lock the cat up in the small covered area. 
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Enclosure 72  JoJo  * 



1.   (70) Replace rusted ties on water lock out area.  Interior door that does not affect integrity of the cage 



and is structurally sound. TIES REPLACED AND DOOR AND FRAME PAINTED 
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2.   (71) Replace water box due not being at least 11.5 chain link/equivalent.  These water boxes are both 



6 ga wire so not sure what boxes are referred to. 



 



Enclosure 57 (Serval) Desiree 3 legged serval * 



1.   (72) Open top enclosure.  A deviation is needed to house without a top. 68A-6.004(3)-No provision 



for open top.  The cage is well over the 1000 sf requirement but only 11 feet tall, just short of the 12 foot 



requirement.  The cat has been locked out of open top cage and a deviation has been requested. 



 



Enclosure 53  Cougar Triplets 
1.   (73) Clean and treat or replace panels due to rust.  Structurally sound. Will scrape and paint. 



 



Enclosure 29  Tobi 



1.   (74) It is evident that a water line was in the den area.  This area must be able to drain around the 



enclosure and have no impact on the animal. 68A-6.0023(5)(b) see below  There is a discoloration 



on the den, but the den sits on a hill where it is not possible water could have collected high 



enough to create a water line.As part of our daily cleaning the keepers put any issues they observe 



on a chart.  Tobi has never been on the chart for water in her den or surrounding her den, and 



there was no water standing at time of inspection even though we had recent and heavy rains. We 



will observe when it rains next.  Whatever line was observed is not evidence of a violation. 



 



Enclosure 28  Aspen 



1.   (75) Clean and treat or replace door area at ground level at water bowl due to corrosion.  Interior door 



that does not affect integrity of the cage and is structurally sound. SCRAPED AND PAINTED 



LOCKOUT AND REPLACED BRACE ON LOCKOUT DOOR 



  
 



Enclosure 6  Raindance * 



1. (76) The wire in the water box areas (3) doesn’t meet the required strength for the species contained.  



We believe the wire was 11 gauge and in compliance but will check again. REPLACED.  
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ACTION TAKEN ON CAGES NOT ON REPORT LIST AS RESULT OF OUR INSPECTION 



Enclosure 5 Anasazi/Will * 



 In our review we discovered three water box areas not mentioned in the report that were made from 



the thinner gauge wire (which we are checking but think was 11 gauge). REPLACED ALL THREE WATER 



BOX AREAS. 



 
 



Enclosure 70 Little White Dove, Running Bear* 



Examined these lockouts that were not on the list.  SCRAPED AND PAINTED BOTH LOCKOUTS. 
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Mrs. Baskins (FYI no “s” at end – a common mistake) – needs to be aware of the following but not limited 



to: 



 



When animals are placed in temporary caging due to veterinarian needs the caging or housing shall be 



permanently marked and traceable written records indicating the date the wildlife was placed in 



temporary holding.  68A-6.0041 



 
Note:  Cats are microchipped so “permanently marked” and identifiable, but in addition we will put a 



sign on the cage in the future with the name and date first confined.  When a cat is first confined in the 



hospital we log it on Important Updates in BigCat.me which is on computer in the Cat Hospital next to 



the cat and readily available to show the Inspector.  All of the cat’s information, including date of birth, 



health history, and chip number, are logged there as well. If the cat was taken off site to the 



veterinarian, typically the vet is treating the cat between other appointments and cannot write up her 



report of the treatment at that time. So the vet’s paper reports may be a few days later. But all of the 



cat’s care is texted to vet care staff immediately and charts are made and updated for medications 



given.   



 



REGULATIONS 



 



(2) Wildlife being held for sale by those persons properly licensed pursuant to Section 379.3761 or 379.3711, 



F.S., or for veterinary care, or quarantine may be temporarily housed or caged in smaller cages or 



enclosures for a period not to exceed 60 days. With written notification to the Commission, this period may 



be extended in circumstances where a licensed veterinarian has certified that a longer holding period is 



medically necessary in the interests of the health, safety and welfare of the subject animals or the public. 



Medical records concerning all animals for which an extension of the 60-day period is obtained shall be 



maintained at the facility and shall be made available for inspection, upon request, by Commission personnel. 



The caging or enclosure of all 



wildlife temporarily held under this section shall not be smaller than that required for the caged animal to 



stand up, lie down, and turn around without touching the sides of the enclosure or another animal. All 



wildlife thus caged or housed shall be permanently marked or their enclosures shall be permanently marked, 



so as to be traceable to written records indicating the date the wildlife was placed in temporary holding. 



Such records 



shall be maintained and made available for inspection by Commission personnel. Commission personnel 



shall direct dealers to mark wildlife temporarily if, upon inspection, there is no record indicating the date 



the wildlife was placed in temporary holding. 



 
All cages with dirt floors shall be raked a minimum of once every three days.  68A-6.0023(5) (e) 
(5) Sanitation and Nutritional Requirements: 



(a) Sanitation, water disposal, and waste disposal shall be in accordance with all applicable local, 



state, and federal regulations. 



(b) Water: Clean drinking water shall be provided daily. Any water containers used shall be clean. 



Reptiles and amphibians that do not drink water from containers and those in an inactive season or 



period shall be provided water in a manner and at such intervals as to ensure their health and welfare. 



All pools, tanks, water areas and water containers provided for swimming, wading or drinking shall be 



clean. Enclosures shall provide drainage for surface water and runoff. 
 



(c) Food: Food shall be of a type and quantity that meets the nutritional requirements for the 



particular species, and shall be provided in an unspoiled and uncontaminated condition. Clean 



containers shall be used for feeding. 



(d) Waste: Fecal and food waste shall be removed daily from inside, under, and around cages and 
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stored or disposed of in a manner which prevents noxious odors or pests. Cages and enclosures shall be 



ventilated to prevent noxious odors. 



(e) Cleaning and maintenance: Hard floors within cages or enclosures shall be cleaned a minimum of 



once weekly. Walls of cages and enclosures shall be spot cleaned daily. The surfaces of housing 



facilities, including perches, shelves and any furniture-type fixtures within the facility, shall be cleaned 



weekly, and shall be constructed in a manner and made of materials that permits thorough cleaning. 



Cages or enclosures with dirt floors shall be raked a minimum of once every three days and all waste 



material shall be removed. Any surface of cages or enclosures that may come into contact with 



animal(s) shall be free of 



excessive rust that prevents the required cleaning or that affects the structural strength. Any painted 



surface that may come into contact with wildlife shall be free of peeling or flaking paint. 



 
68A-6.004 Standard Caging Requirements for Captive Wildlife. 



 



 
 



(4) Carnivores and Certain Omnivores with Similar 



Requirements: (a) Wild felines. 



In addition to requirements of this section, each cage or enclosure shall be equipped with a 



shelter(s)/nest box(es) large enough to accommodate all the animals in the enclosure simultaneously. 



Each enclosure shall have an accessible device to provide physical stimulation or manipulation 



compatible with the species. Such device shall be noninjurious, and may include, but is not limited to, 



boxes, balls, bones, barrels, drums, rawhide, pools, etc. 



1. African and Asian lions; tigers. 



a. For one or two animals, a cage 24 feet by 10 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase 



cage size by 25 percent of original floor area. 



b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animal(s) simultaneously. 



Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have been removed. 



c. Outdoor cages over 1,000 square feet (uncovered) shall have vertical jump walls at least 10 feet 



high, with a 2-foot, 45 degree, inward angle overhang, or jump walls at least 12 feet high, without an 



overhang. The inward angle fencing shall be made of the same material as the vertical fencing. Wet or 



dry moats may be substituted for the required fencing provided prior Commission written approval has 



been obtained. 



2. Jaguars, leopards, and cougars 
a. For one or two animals, a cage 20 feet by 10 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase 



cage size by 25 percent of original floor area. 



b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the 



enclosure simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have 



been removed. 



c. Outdoor cages over 1,000 square feet (uncovered) for cougars shall have vertical jump walls at 



least 10 feet high, with a 4-foot, 45 degree, inward angle overhang. Leopards and jaguars shall not be 



kept in uncovered enclosures except in facilities with wet or dry moats, which have been previously 



approved in writing by the Commission. 



3. Lesser cats (e.g., bobcats, lynx, ocelots, caracal, serval, margay, fishing cats, jungle cats, Teminick's 



cats, golden cats) 



a. For one or two animals, a cage 12 feet by 6 feet, 6 feet high. For each additional animal, increase 



cage size by 25 percent of original floor area. 



b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the 



enclosure simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have 



been removed. 



4. Small cats (e.g., Geoffroy's cats, jaguarundis, leopard cats, wildcats (Felis silvestris), mountain 
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cats, pampas cats, marbled cats, pallas' cats, sand cats, oncilla/tiger cats, black-footed cats, flat-



headed cats, kodkods, rusty-spotted cats) 



a. For one or two animals, a cage 6 feet by 6 feet, 6 feet high. For each additional animal, increase 



cage size by 25 percent of original floor area. 



b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the 



enclosure simultaneously. Each cage shall have a claw log, unless the animal(s) front claws have 



been removed. 



5. Cheetahs 



a. For one or two animals, a cage 40 feet by 20 feet, 8 feet high. For each additional animal, increase 



cage size by 25 percent of original floor area. 



b. Each cage shall have an elevated platform(s) that shall accommodate all animals in the 



enclosure simultaneously. 



 
68A-6.0023 General Regulations Governing Possession of Captive Wildlife; Public 



Contact; Transfer of Wildlife and Record Keeping Requirements. 



(1) No person shall maintain captive wildlife in any unsafe or unsanitary condition, or in a manner which 
results in threats to the public safety, or the maltreatment or neglect of such 



wildlife. (2) Caging Requirements: 



(a) All wildlife possessed in captivity shall, except when supervised and controlled in accordance with 



subsection (3) hereof, be maintained in cages or enclosures constructed and maintained in compliance 



with the provisions of Rules 68A-6.003, 68A-6.004 and 68A-6.007, F.A.C. 



(b) Cages or enclosures housing captive wildlife shall be sufficiently strong to prevent escape and to 



protect the caged animal from injury, and shall be equipped with structural safety barriers to prevent 



any physical contact with the caged animal by the public, except for contacts as authorized under 



subsection (3) of this rule. Structural barriers may be constructed from materials such as fencing, moats, 



landscaping, or close- mesh wire, provided that materials used are safe and effective in preventing 



public contact. 



(c) All cages or enclosures less than 1,000 square feet shall be covered at the top to prevent escape 



(except paddocks, reptile enclosures and habitats specified below). Class I or Class II wildlife shall not 



be kept in uncovered enclosures that are less than 1,000 square feet, except as specified in Rule 68A-



6.004, F.A.C. All outdoor enclosures for non-native venomous reptile species and reptiles of concern 



shall be topped with close-meshed wire or an equivalent barrier to provide additional security as 



specified in Rule 68A-6.007, F.A.C. For the purpose of this section, the following definitions apply: 



1. Paddocks: Areas enclosed by fencing, railing or other Commission-approved structures which 



allow animals to graze or browse. 



2. Reptile enclosures: Areas encompassed by smooth walls or other Commission-approved materials 



which provide safe keeping of venomous and non-venomous snakes, crocodilians and other reptiles. 



3. Open air habitats or moated areas: Areas enclosed by Commission-approved fences, walls, or 



moats which provide safe keeping of species specified in Rule 68A-6.004, F.A.C. 



(d) Caging considered unsafe or otherwise not in compliance herewith shall be reconstructed or 



repaired within 30 days after notification of such condition. In the event such condition results in a 



threat to human safety or the safety of the wildlife maintained therein, the wildlife maintained therein 



shall, at the direction 



of the Commission, be immediately placed in an approved facility, at the expense of the permittee, owner, 



or possessor, until such time as the unsafe condition is remedied. In instances where wildlife is seized or 



taken into custody by the Commission, said permittee, owner, or possessor of such wildlife shall be 



responsible for payment of all expenses relative to the animal's capture, transport, boarding, veterinary 



care, or other costs associated with or incurred due to such seizures or custody. Such expenses shall be 



paid by said permittee, owner, or possessor upon any conviction or finding of guilt of a criminal or 



noncriminal violation, regardless of adjudication or plea entered, of any provision of Chapter 379 or 
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828, F.S., or rules of the Commission, or if such violation is disposed of under Section 921.187, F.S. 



Failure to pay such expenses shall be grounds for revocation or denial of permits to such individuals to 



possess wildlife. 
 



68A-6.003 Facility and Structural Caging Requirement for Class I, II and III 



Wildlife. (1) In addition to the standard caging requirements set forth in Rule 68A-6.004, 



F.A.C., Class I and Class II animals shall be caged in accordance with the following 



requirements: 



(a) All cages or enclosures of Class I and Class II wildlife, and Class III capuchin, spider and 



woolly monkeys, except paddocks, approved open air habitats, or outdoor reptile enclosures 



shall be equipped with a safety entrance. A safety entrance is defined as a protected, secure area 



that can be entered by a keeper that prevents animal escape and safeguards the keeper, or a 



device that can be activated by a keeper that prevents animal escape and safeguards entry. Such 



entrances shall include: A double-door mechanism, interconnecting cages, a lock-down area, or 



other comparable devices, subject to Commission approval, 



that will prevent escape and safeguard the keeper. Safety entrances shall be constructed of 



materials that are of equivalent strength as that prescribed for cage construction for that 



particular species. 



(b) All cages or enclosures constructed of chain link or other approved materials shall be well 



braced and securely anchored at ground level to prevent escape by digging or erosion. Cages 



shall be constructed using metal clamps, ties or braces of equivalent strength as the material 



required for cage construction for the particular species. Cages or enclosures using the ground 



as flooring must meet the following requirements: 



1. For enclosures housing wildlife that exhibits a behavior of digging or burrowing: 
Enclosures shall have a footer or bottom apron constructed of concrete, chainlink or equivalent 



strength material as specified in this rule for the housing of such wildlife. The footer must be a 



depth of 3 feet. In the instance of a bottom apron, the bottom apron must be securely attached to 



the bottom of the enclosure fencing or wall and extend inward into the enclosure a minimum of 3 



feet. The bottom apron must be buried to prevent injury to the captive wildlife in the enclosure. 



2. For enclosures affected by erosion: 



Measures must be taken to stop the erosion. Such measures may include, but are not limited to, 



a footer or bottom apron as described above or other measures capable of ensuring the 



structural integrity of the enclosure and preventing the escape of the captive wildlife. 
 
 













From: Carole Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: animal exploiters
Date: Monday, October 20, 2014 5:58:26 PM


Just FYI that the animal exploiters (Top Cats Roar is Barbara Hoffmann 
who had a circus here in FL and USDA revoked her license) are trying to 
flood you with calls and emails to stop you from allowing our leopards to 
have access to the vacation yard. 
 
What an evil lot they are. 
 
Any idea when you will be able to issue a ruling? 
 
 
Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the 
people who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do anything 
about it.”  Albert Einstein 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - 
How to Start a 
Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 85 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 600,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: RE: Comments re inspection report
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 8:30:15 AM


Received. I will distribute. 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 8:41 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Comments re inspection report 
 
Enclosed please find our comments on the recent inspection report.  Could you 
let me know if this gets to you?  Thanks.  We looking forward to speaking with 
you tomorrow and appreciate the opportunity to discuss the report. 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
Subject: big cat specialist?
Date: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 12:40:39 PM


I was just reviewing some emails related to the enclosure and I see Dr. 
Navarro referring to a big cat specialist at FWC.  If that person maintains 
their office in Tallahasse, it would be wonderful to meet them if they were 
available? 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: Comments re inspection report
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 9:03:33 AM


If u have a minute to talk briefly just us this morning I would appreciate 
your calling my cell.  I Understand if too busy.  
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Howard Baskin
Big Cat Rescue
 
 
On Nov 21, 2014, at 8:30 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com> 
wrote: 
 


Received. I will distribute.
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office
(850) 544-2933 Cell
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 8:41 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Comments re inspection report
 
Enclosed please find our comments on the recent inspection 
report.  Could you let me know if this gets to you?  Thanks.  
We looking forward to speaking with you tomorrow and 
appreciate the opportunity to discuss the report. 
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Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they 


regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what 


the hell happened.



mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org






From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: RE: big cat specialist?
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 11:02:29 AM


Would you be able to send me the emails so I can try to identify whom he is 
referencing? 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 21, 2014 12:40 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: big cat specialist? 
 
I was just reviewing some emails related to the enclosure and I see Dr. Navarro 
referring to a big cat specialist at FWC.  If that person maintains their office in 
Tallahasse, it would be wonderful to meet them if they were available? 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
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happened. 








From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: RE: Comments re inspection report
Date: Friday, November 21, 2014 9:05:16 AM


This morning is not good. I can try to call you before the meeting 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 9:03 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Re: Comments re inspection report 
 
If u have a minute to talk briefly just us this morning I would appreciate your 
calling my cell.  I Understand if too busy. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Howard Baskin 
Big Cat Rescue 
 
 
On Nov 21, 2014, at 8:30 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com<mailto:
Kara.Hooker@MyFWC.com>> wrote: 
Received. I will distribute. 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
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In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 8:41 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: Comments re inspection report 
 
Enclosed please find our comments on the recent inspection report.  Could you 
let me know if this gets to you?  Thanks.  We looking forward to speaking with 
you tomorrow and appreciate the opportunity to discuss the report. 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Carole Baskin; 
Subject: RE: animal exploiters
Date: Wednesday, October 22, 2014 11:12:27 AM


Ms. Baskin, 
 
Hopefully we will have something to you soon. I look forward to seeing you this 
week. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2014 5:58 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: animal exploiters 
 
Just FYI that the animal exploiters (Top Cats Roar is Barbara Hoffmann who had 
a circus here in FL and USDA revoked her license) are trying to flood you with 
calls and emails to stop you from allowing our leopards to have access to the 
vacation yard. 
 
What an evil lot they are. 
 
Any idea when you will be able to issue a ruling? 
 
 
Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the people 
who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do anything about it.”  Albert 
Einstein 
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Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue 
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary<https://itunes.apple.com/us/
book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11> 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade 
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com<http://www.youtube.com/bigcatrescue> 
More than 85 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 600,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.facebook.
com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 



https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11

https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11

mailto:Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org

http://www.youtube.com/bigcatrescue

http://www.facebook.com/BigCatRescue

http://www.facebook.com/BigCatRescue






From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
Subject: 2 quick questions
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 7:33:01 AM


Kara we have been searching for 9 ga tie wire unsuccessfully.  We ordered 
from Granger what it said was 9 ga and it turned out to be guitar wire.  
Could you inquire if any of your folks know a source for 9 ga tie wire? 
 
Second, I understand the investigators were using magnets to test for 
aluminum.  Is there a problem using aluminum if we find it?
 
Thanks! 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Lawson, Ashley; Kara Hooker; 
Subject: Re: Public Records Request
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 10:27:48 AM


We have a phone conference tomorrow with Captain Hooker.  This report involves 
matters well beyond the complaint.  I see that Barbara Hoffman asks for a copy of the 
report.  I would appreciate your not sending her anything until we have had our phone 
conference.
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell happened.


 
On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 10:22 AM, Lawson, Ashley <Ashley.Lawson@myfwc.com> 
wrote: 


Yes sir that is the one.  If you need anything else, please let me know.


 


Thanks,


 


 


Ashley Lawson 


Investigations-Captive Wildlife 


620 S. Meridian Street
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Tallahassee FL, 32399


(850) 488-6253


(850) 921-6283 Fax


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 10:02 AM 
To: Lawson, Ashley 
Cc: Jenkins, Rickesha 
Subject: Re: Public Records Request


 


Sorry for slow response.  Captain Hooker sent the inspection report by 
Inv. King and two colleagues from 11/7. This report followed closely after 
this complaint, but was a "routine inspection" not an investigation of her 
complaint as I understand it. Is this the report you are referring to?


 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org


 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
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happened.


 


On Wed, Nov 19, 2014 at 9:39 AM, Lawson, Ashley <Ashley.
Lawson@myfwc.com> wrote:


Good morning Mr. Baskin,


 


  I wanted to confirm that Captain Hooker sent you the inspection report from the 
complaint below.  If not, let me know and I can send it to you promptly.


 


Thank you, 


 


 


Ashley Lawson 


Investigations-Captive Wildlife 


620 S. Meridian Street


Tallahassee FL, 32399


(850) 488-6253


(850) 921-6283 Fax


 


From: BARBARA HOFFMANN [mailto:barbaraehoffmann@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, November 05, 2014 3:32 AM 
To: Cave, Ron 
Cc: Betty.J.Goldentyer@usda.gov 
Subject: And them there's more
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Just when I thought I had seen everything that could be reported, the 
attached pictures and video turn up in my news feed-The pictures were  
screen shot and saved, the video is downloaded and saved as well. Please 
advise if the video was removed before you had the chance to view it. Posted 
September 26, 2014 on Big Cat Rescue Face Book Wall:


"Simba Enters Vacation Rotation" 
"Yesterday on #DailyBigCat you got to see Keisha leaving the vacation 
rotation, now watch as Simba leopard heads in to take his turn! Thanks to all 
the volunteers and #angelsinblue for their hard work here every day at Big Cat 
Rescue — at Big Cat Rescue."


 


Big Cat Rescue - Simba Enters Vacation Rotation | Facebook 


 


 image   


 


  


Big Cat Rescue - Simba Enters 
Vacation Rotation | Facebo...


Yesterday on #DailyBigCat you got to see 


Keisha leaving the vacation rotation, now 


watch as Simba leopard heads in to take 


his turn! Thanks to all the...


View on www.facebook.com
Preview by Yahoo


 


 


Ron, do you still think that a warning was enough? Stated at the end of the 
video is that the cat was placed there just before the rain started. The other 
video previously sent is dated October 6, 2014  Daily Big Cat - Simba Leopard 
Braves the Water
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Daily Big Cat - Simba Leopard 
Braves the Water


Simba leopard loves vacation rotation but he 


just HATES the water and recent downpours 


have left him surrounded by the shallows! 


But being the good boy he is, Sim...


View on animalist.com
Preview by Yahoo


 


 


"Simba leopard loves vacation rotation but he just HATES the water and recent 
downpours have left him surrounded by the shallows! But being the good boy 
he is, Simba is coaxed by Keeper Marie into coming off his island and taking 
his meds. 


Big Cat Rescue is the largest accredited sanctuary in the world dedicated 
entirely to abused and abandoned big cats. We are home to approximately 
100 lions, tigers, bobcats, cougars and other species most of whom have been 
abandoned, abused, orphaned, saved from being turned into fur coats, or 
retired from performing acts. Our dual mission is to provide the best home we 
can for the cats in our care and to educate the public about the plight of these 
majestic animals, both in captivity and in the wild, to end abuse and avoid 
extinction."


 


So exactly how long was that cat in the unapproved enclosure before being 
moved out and they then moved the Black Leopard in before being 'caught' 
and reported? Records documenting the movement of the cats from their 
cages to the 'vacation' enclosure should be reviewed and not taken at face 
value for what Baskin has to say about it. The date for when the variance was 
applied for should also be noted.
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The pictures attached are of a blue eyed cougar (appears to be a South 
American red cougar)-I do not know the cats name or when the pictures were 
taken or even where they came from but the cat is at BCR and I was told are 
from a reliable source. By the end of the day, more info will likely turn up. 
How could any inspector miss the horrible condition that these cougars are in?


 


I believe that it is vital that a complete medical records review and 
visual inspection of every cat needs to happen as well as vet visits, diagnosis 
and follow up immediately with appropriate action to be taken by both FWC 
and USDA/APHIS inspectors.


 


Through FOIA, I am requesting copies of the reports. 


Again I must stress that this is extremely important to me.


Sincerely,


Barbara Hoffmann


 


cc Betty Goldentyer


 


 


 








From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: FW: 2 quick questions
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 10:54:30 AM
Attachments: image001.png 


Mr. Baskin, 
 
Please see below. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://www.
surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Brown, Rick 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 10:52 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: King, William 
Subject: FW: 2 quick questions 
 
I contacted a class one facility with big cats.  They use both Spar Feed Supply 
and Tractor Supply.  They tell me that the wire sold at Tractor Supply seems to 
be of a poorer quality than what Spar Supply provides. 
 
http://sparrbuilding.com/products.html 
 
http://www.tractorsupply.com/?cm_mmc%3DSEM-_-Bing-_-Brand-_-
TSC&iv_=__iv_m_e_c_5086332977_k_24252575442_g_270981576_p_2_q_tractor
%20supply_b_bp_d_c_vi__ 
 
 
As far as the aluminum is concerned, unless it is strength equivalent, aluminum is 
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not authorized and because some of it can look like steel, I use a magnet to 
confirm one way or the other.  We did not need to use a magnet at BCR. 
 
Hope all is well, 
 
Rick 
 
Investigator R. K. Brown 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Northeast Region 
1-A Max Brewer Memorial Parkway 
Titusville, FL 32796 
352.732.1225 office 
888.404.FWCC (3922) - Wildlife Alert! 
Patrol, Protect, Preserve 
[cid:image001.png@01D004AF.C5FF3890] 
 
From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 7:27 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: 2 quick questions 
 
Kara we have been searching for 9 ga tie wire unsuccessfully.  We ordered from 
Granger what it said was 9 ga and it turned out to be guitar wire.  Could you 
inquire if any of your folks know a source for 9 ga tie wire? 
 
Second, I understand the investigators were using magnets to test for aluminum.  
Is there a problem using aluminum if we find it? 
 
Thanks! 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
 
 
"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 
animals." 
 
Anonymous 
 
Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 
happened. 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: FW: 2 quick questions
Date: Thursday, November 20, 2014 1:47:19 PM
Attachments: image001.png 


Very helpful, thanks!
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell happened.


 
On Thu, Nov 20, 2014 at 10:54 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> wrote: 


Mr. Baskin,


 


Please see below. 


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell
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In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on your experience 
with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Brown, Rick  
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 10:52 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Cc: King, William 
Subject: FW: 2 quick questions


 


I contacted a class one facility with big cats.  They use both Spar Feed Supply and 
Tractor Supply.  They tell me that the wire sold at Tractor Supply seems to be of a 
poorer quality than what Spar Supply provides.


 


http://sparrbuilding.com/products.html


 


http://www.tractorsupply.com/?cm_mmc%3DSEM-_-Bing-_-Brand-_-
TSC&iv_=__iv_m_e_c_5086332977_k_24252575442_g_270981576_p_2_q_tractor
%20supply_b_bp_d_c_vi__


 


 


As far as the aluminum is concerned, unless it is strength equivalent, aluminum is not 
authorized and because some of it can look like steel, I use a magnet to confirm one 
way or the other.  We did not need to use a magnet at BCR.


 


Hope all is well,


 


Rick


 


Investigator R. K. Brown


Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
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Northeast Region


1-A Max Brewer Memorial Parkway


Titusville, FL 32796


352.732.1225 office


888.404.FWCC (3922) - Wildlife Alert! 


Patrol, Protect, Preserve


 


From: Howard Baskin [mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2014 7:27 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara 
Subject: 2 quick questions


 


Kara we have been searching for 9 ga tie wire unsuccessfully.  We ordered 
from Granger what it said was 9 ga and it turned out to be guitar wire.  
Could you inquire if any of your folks know a source for 9 ga tie wire?


 


Second, I understand the investigators were using magnets to test for 
aluminum.  Is there a problem using aluminum if we find it?


 


Thanks! 


 


Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org
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"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.


 








From: Carole Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: Leopard Enclosure Variance 68A-6004
Date: Friday, October 03, 2014 1:07:52 PM
Attachments: Bella_Vacation015.jpg 


Thank you!   
 
Attached is another photo that give a better perspective of how far the 
platforms are from the fence.  
 
 
 
Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the 
people who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do anything 
about it.”  Albert Einstein 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - 
How to Start a 
Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 85 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 500,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Fri, Oct 3, 2014 at 12:13 PM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com> wrote: 


Ms. Baskin,
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I have received your request and will begin processing it.


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 3:29 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara; Carole Baskin; Jamie Veronica Murdock; 
DeLacure, Steve 
Subject: Leopard Enclosure Variance 68A-6004



tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K
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Dear Captain Hooker,


 


I'd like to obtain a variance for our 2.5 acre Vacation Rotation 
area for our leopards.


 


All of the cage material is 6 gauge, double galvanized, wire 
panels with 4 " square openings.  (The wall, cantilever and 
wire drape)


 


The panels are hog ringed with 9 gauge hog rings.  


 


The cage wall is nearly 20 feet high, consisting of an 
approximately 15 foot high side wall (14 feet and 4 inch at 
the least) with a 5 foot cantilever extending inward.


 


What is unique about this construction and makes it 
safe for even the most athletic cat is a curtain of wire, 
a foot high, that drapes from the highest peak down 
toward the floor.  This is braced at regular intervals to 
keep it in place.


 


If a cat were to climb, upside down, for the five feet of the 
cantilever, this draping of a wire panel keeps them from 
being able to get a paw out past the wire and over to the top 







of the cantilever.  


 


The walls are staked at the bottom to follow the terrain so 
that there are no gaps.  There is an apron along the eastern 
wall, because that is the side that faces other cats and where 
the most pacing and posturing goes on, although there has 
never been a serious attempt at digging by any of the cats.  


 


There are 3 roofed sections that are attached to the outside 
of the enclosure where the cats are fed each day and we do 
feed every day; unlike any other place I know.  If the winds 
get up to 30 MPH the cats are locked in the roofed sections 
until the winds die down.


 


The platforms and trees are positioned 16 feet from any 
point on the cage wall, cantilever or curtain.


 


The poles are 18 foot long, 3 inch steel pipes, sunk in 
concrete, at 10 foot intervals.


 


Maintenance to the trees, grass and foliage is done every two 
weeks, in between cats' turns to be on vacation. 


 


Attached is a video we made about the construction and 
photos of the cage.


 







Most captive leopards only live to be 10-12 but all of our 
leopards are over the age of 16; 16, 17, 18, 20 and 22.  All 
but two of these leopards have been declawed by former 
owners as well.


 


Would you grant us a variance on this cage design for our 
leopards so that they can have the benefit of 2 week 
vacations where they can run, swim and have an unobscured 
view of the sky?


 


http://youtu.be/KrF0rRL5DHA


 


 


 


Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not 
because of the people who are evil, but because of the 
people who don’t do anything about it.”  Albert Einstein 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue


Author of Big Cat Care 
- How to Start 
a Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending 
the trade



http://youtu.be/KrF0rRL5DHA

https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11

https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11

https://itunes.apple.com/us/book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11

mailto:Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org

tel:813.920.4130

tel:813.493.4564





 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 85 million 
views 


 


Facebook:  Join more than 500,000 Big Cat Rescue fans 
http://www.facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
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http://www.facebook.com/BigCatRescue






From: Carole Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; Luis.A.Navarro@aphis.usda.


gov; 
Subject: Re: Leopard Enclosure Variance 68A-6004
Date: Thursday, October 16, 2014 11:19:56 AM


Dear Capt. Hooker, 
 
Our USDA inspector, copied here, just came out to look at the vacation 
rotation enclosure.  He said if you call him he will tell you that he believes 
it is safe for our leopards.
 
He said that it may not be safe for a fully clawed 10 year old or younger 
Leopard, but that our leopards being old, declawed and arthritic are safe 
in that enclosure.
 
He found no noncompliant items during this inspection. 
 
 
On Friday, October 3, 2014, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> 
wrote: 


Ms. Baskin,


 


I have received your request and will begin processing it.


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 



mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org
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(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a 
quick survey on your experience with our office. Please take a 
couple of minutes to give us your feedback  and help us continually 
give you the best service possible : http://www.surveymonkey.com/
s/ZD6H59K


 


From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 3:29 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara; Carole Baskin; Jamie Veronica Murdock; 
DeLacure, Steve 
Subject: Leopard Enclosure Variance 68A-6004


 


Dear Captain Hooker,


 


I'd like to obtain a variance for our 2.5 acre Vacation Rotation 
area for our leopards.


 


All of the cage material is 6 gauge, double galvanized, wire 
panels with 4 " square openings.  (The wall, cantilever and 
wire drape)


 



http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K
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The panels are hog ringed with 9 gauge hog rings.  


 


The cage wall is nearly 20 feet high, consisting of an 
approximately 15 foot high side wall (14 feet and 4 inch at 
the least) with a 5 foot cantilever extending inward.


 


What is unique about this construction and makes it 
safe for even the most athletic cat is a curtain of wire, 
a foot high, that drapes from the highest peak down 
toward the floor.  This is braced at regular intervals to 
keep it in place.


 


If a cat were to climb, upside down, for the five feet of the 
cantilever, this draping of a wire panel keeps them from 
being able to get a paw out past the wire and over to the top 
of the cantilever.  


 


The walls are staked at the bottom to follow the terrain so 
that there are no gaps.  There is an apron along the eastern 
wall, because that is the side that faces other cats and where 
the most pacing and posturing goes on, although there has 
never been a serious attempt at digging by any of the cats.  


 


There are 3 roofed sections that are attached to the outside 
of the enclosure where the cats are fed each day and we do 
feed every day; unlike any other place I know.  If the winds 
get up to 30 MPH the cats are locked in the roofed sections 
until the winds die down.







 


The platforms and trees are positioned 16 feet from any 
point on the cage wall, cantilever or curtain.


 


The poles are 18 foot long, 3 inch steel pipes, sunk in 
concrete, at 10 foot intervals.


 


Maintenance to the trees, grass and foliage is done every two 
weeks, in between cats' turns to be on vacation. 


 


Attached is a video we made about the construction and 
photos of the cage.


 


Most captive leopards only live to be 10-12 but all of our 
leopards are over the age of 16; 16, 17, 18, 20 and 22.  All 
but two of these leopards have been declawed by former 
owners as well.


 


Would you grant us a variance on this cage design for our 
leopards so that they can have the benefit of 2 week 
vacations where they can run, swim and have an unobscured 
view of the sky?


 


http://youtu.be/KrF0rRL5DHA



http://youtu.be/KrF0rRL5DHA





 


 


 


Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not 
because of the people who are evil, but because of the 
people who don’t do anything about it.”  Albert Einstein 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue


Author of Big Cat Care 
- How to Start 
a Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending 
the trade


 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 85 million 
views 


 


Facebook:  Join more than 500,000 Big Cat Rescue fans 
http://www.facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 


 
 
--  
 
 
Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the 
people who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do anything 
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about it.”  Albert Einstein 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - 
How to Start a 
Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 85 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 600,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
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From: Navarro, Luis A - APHIS
To: Carole Baskin; Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: RE: Leopard Enclosure Variance 68A-6004
Date: Thursday, October 16, 2014 1:26:06 PM


I will forward the pictures of the enclosure to My supervisor and the Big Cat 
specialist who has the final say as far as safety of the enclosure.
 
From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Thursday, October 16, 2014 11:10 AM 
To: Hooker, Kara; Navarro, Luis A - APHIS 
Subject: Re: Leopard Enclosure Variance 68A-6004
 
Dear Capt. Hooker,
 
Our USDA inspector, copied here, just came out to look at the vacation 
rotation enclosure.  He said if you call him he will tell you that he believes it 
is safe for our leopards.
 
He said that it may not be safe for a fully clawed 10 year old or younger 
Leopard, but that our leopards being old, declawed and arthritic are safe in 
that enclosure.
 
He found no noncompliant items during this inspection. 
 
 
On Friday, October 3, 2014, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.com> 
wrote:
Ms. Baskin,
 
I have received your request and will begin processing it.
 
Thanks
Kara
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office
(850) 544-2933 Cell
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In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://www.
surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K
 
From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org]  
Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 3:29 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara; Carole Baskin; Jamie Veronica Murdock; DeLacure, Steve 
Subject: Leopard Enclosure Variance 68A-6004
 
Dear Captain Hooker,
 
I'd like to obtain a variance for our 2.5 acre Vacation Rotation area for our 
leopards.
 
All of the cage material is 6 gauge, double galvanized, wire panels with 4 " 
square openings.  (The wall, cantilever and wire drape)
 
The panels are hog ringed with 9 gauge hog rings.  
 
The cage wall is nearly 20 feet high, consisting of an approximately 15 foot 
high side wall (14 feet and 4 inch at the least) with a 5 foot cantilever 
extending inward.
 
What is unique about this construction and makes it safe for even the 
most athletic cat is a curtain of wire, a foot high, that drapes from the 
highest peak down toward the floor.  This is braced at regular intervals 
to keep it in place.
 
If a cat were to climb, upside down, for the five feet of the cantilever, this 
draping of a wire panel keeps them from being able to get a paw out past the 
wire and over to the top of the cantilever.  
 
The walls are staked at the bottom to follow the terrain so that there are no 
gaps.  There is an apron along the eastern wall, because that is the side that 
faces other cats and where the most pacing and posturing goes on, although 
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there has never been a serious attempt at digging by any of the cats.  
 
There are 3 roofed sections that are attached to the outside of the enclosure 
where the cats are fed each day and we do feed every day; unlike any other 
place I know.  If the winds get up to 30 MPH the cats are locked in the 
roofed sections until the winds die down.
 
The platforms and trees are positioned 16 feet from any point on the cage 
wall, cantilever or curtain.
 
The poles are 18 foot long, 3 inch steel pipes, sunk in concrete, at 10 foot 
intervals.
 
Maintenance to the trees, grass and foliage is done every two weeks, in 
between cats' turns to be on vacation. 
 
Attached is a video we made about the construction and photos of the cage.
 
Most captive leopards only live to be 10-12 but all of our leopards are over 
the age of 16; 16, 17, 18, 20 and 22.  All but two of these leopards have been 
declawed by former owners as well.
 
Would you grant us a variance on this cage design for our leopards so that 
they can have the benefit of 2 week vacations where they can run, swim and 
have an unobscured view of the sky?
 
http://youtu.be/KrF0rRL5DHA
 
 
 
Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the 
people who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do anything about 
it.”  Albert Einstein 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
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Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 85 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 500,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
 
 
 
 
 
-- 
 
 
Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the 
people who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do anything about 
it.”  Albert Einstein 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 85 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 600,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
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This electronic message contains information generated by the USDA 
solely for the intended recipients. Any unauthorized interception of this 
message or the use or disclosure of the information it contains may violate 
the law and subject the violator to civil or criminal penalties. If you believe 
you have received this message in error, please notify the sender and 
delete the email immediately. 








From: Howard Baskin
To: Kara Hooker; 
Subject: Serval cage size
Date: Tuesday, November 18, 2014 1:52:51 PM


I measured and the Cage housing the three Legged serval is over 1500 ft.² and 
11 feet tall FYI. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
Howard Baskin 
Big Cat Rescue 
 



mailto:howard.baskin@bigcatrescue.org
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Howard Baskin; 
Subject: friday
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 9:45:39 AM


Mr. Baskin, 
 
We are set for 1:30 Friday here is the call in information: 
 
Number for Callers:         1-888-670-3525 
Code#:                                7453598669 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
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From: Howard Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; 
Subject: Re: friday
Date: Wednesday, November 19, 2014 12:05:16 PM


Thanks.  I expect to have a document to you to review before then, 
hopefully tomorrow.
 
 
Howard Baskin 
Advisory Board Chairman 
Big Cat Rescue 
813-889-7244 Direct 
813-505-5565 Cell 
Howard.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
 


"The purity of a person's heart can be quickly measured by how they regard 


animals."


Anonymous


Inside every older person there is a younger person wondering what the hell 


happened.


 
On Wed, Nov 19, 2014 at 9:45 AM, Hooker, Kara <Kara.Hooker@myfwc.
com> wrote: 


Mr. Baskin,


 


We are set for 1:30 Friday here is the call in information:
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Number for Callers:         1-888-670-3525


Code#:                                7453598669


 


Thanks


Kara


 


Captain Kara Connolly Hooker


FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office


(850) 544-2933 Cell


 


 


In an effort to ensure great customer service we have 
created a quick survey on your experience with our office. 
Please take a couple of minutes to give us your feedback 
 and help us continually give you the best service possible : 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K


 


 



tel:1-888-670-3525

tel:%28850%29%20488-6253

tel:%28850%29%20544-2933

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K






From: Carole Baskin
To: Hooker, Kara; Carole Baskin; Jamie Veronica Murdock; 


Steve DeLacure; 
Subject: Leopard Enclosure Variance 68A-6004
Date: Thursday, October 02, 2014 3:29:12 PM
Attachments: Andre_01.JPG 


Andre&Arthur_06.JPG 


Dear Captain Hooker, 
 
I'd like to obtain a variance for our 2.5 acre Vacation Rotation area for our 
leopards.
 
All of the cage material is 6 gauge, double galvanized, wire panels with 4 " 
square openings.  (The wall, cantilever and wire drape)
 
The panels are hog ringed with 9 gauge hog rings.  
 
The cage wall is nearly 20 feet high, consisting of an approximately 15 
foot high side wall (14 feet and 4 inch at the least) with a 5 foot cantilever 
extending inward.
 
What is unique about this construction and makes it safe for even 
the most athletic cat is a curtain of wire, a foot high, that drapes 
from the highest peak down toward the floor.  This is braced at 
regular intervals to keep it in place.
 
If a cat were to climb, upside down, for the five feet of the cantilever, this 
draping of a wire panel keeps them from being able to get a paw out past 
the wire and over to the top of the cantilever.  
 
The walls are staked at the bottom to follow the terrain so that there are 
no gaps.  There is an apron along the eastern wall, because that is the 
side that faces other cats and where the most pacing and posturing goes 
on, although there has never been a serious attempt at digging by any of 
the cats.  
 
There are 3 roofed sections that are attached to the outside of the 
enclosure where the cats are fed each day and we do feed every day; 
unlike any other place I know.  If the winds get up to 30 MPH the cats are 
locked in the roofed sections until the winds die down.
 
The platforms and trees are positioned 16 feet from any point on the cage 
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wall, cantilever or curtain.
 
The poles are 18 foot long, 3 inch steel pipes, sunk in concrete, at 10 foot 
intervals.
 
Maintenance to the trees, grass and foliage is done every two weeks, in 
between cats' turns to be on vacation. 
 
Attached is a video we made about the construction and photos of the 
cage.
 
Most captive leopards only live to be 10-12 but all of our leopards are over 
the age of 16; 16, 17, 18, 20 and 22.  All but two of these leopards have 
been declawed by former owners as well.
 
Would you grant us a variance on this cage design for our leopards so that 
they can have the benefit of 2 week vacations where they can run, swim 
and have an unobscured view of the sky?
 
http://youtu.be/KrF0rRL5DHA 
 
 
 
Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the 
people who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do anything 
about it.”  Albert Einstein 
 
Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue
Author of Big Cat Care - 
How to Start a 
Sanctuary  
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com More than 85 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 500,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.
facebook.com/BigCatRescue 
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From: Hooker, Kara
To: Carole Baskin; Jamie Veronica Murdock; 


DeLacure, Steve; 
Subject: RE: Leopard Enclosure Variance 68A-6004
Date: Friday, October 03, 2014 12:13:29 PM


Ms. Baskin, 
 
I have received your request and will begin processing it. 
 
Thanks 
Kara 
 
Captain Kara Connolly Hooker 
FWC Division of Law Enforcement 
620 S. Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1600 
(850) 488-6253 Office 
(850) 544-2933 Cell 
 
 
In an effort to ensure great customer service we have created a quick survey on 
your experience with our office. Please take a couple of minutes to give us your 
feedback  and help us continually give you the best service possible : http://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZD6H59K 
 
From: Carole Baskin [mailto:carole.baskin@bigcatrescue.org] 
Sent: Thursday, October 02, 2014 3:29 PM 
To: Hooker, Kara; Carole Baskin; Jamie Veronica Murdock; DeLacure, Steve 
Subject: Leopard Enclosure Variance 68A-6004 
 
Dear Captain Hooker, 
 
I'd like to obtain a variance for our 2.5 acre Vacation Rotation area for our 
leopards. 
 
All of the cage material is 6 gauge, double galvanized, wire panels with 4 " 
square openings.  (The wall, cantilever and wire drape) 
 
The panels are hog ringed with 9 gauge hog rings. 
 
The cage wall is nearly 20 feet high, consisting of an approximately 15 foot high 
side wall (14 feet and 4 inch at the least) with a 5 foot cantilever extending 
inward. 
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What is unique about this construction and makes it safe for even the most 
athletic cat is a curtain of wire, a foot high, that drapes from the highest peak 
down toward the floor.  This is braced at regular intervals to keep it in place. 
 
If a cat were to climb, upside down, for the five feet of the cantilever, this 
draping of a wire panel keeps them from being able to get a paw out past the 
wire and over to the top of the cantilever. 
 
The walls are staked at the bottom to follow the terrain so that there are no 
gaps.  There is an apron along the eastern wall, because that is the side that 
faces other cats and where the most pacing and posturing goes on, although 
there has never been a serious attempt at digging by any of the cats. 
 
There are 3 roofed sections that are attached to the outside of the enclosure 
where the cats are fed each day and we do feed every day; unlike any other 
place I know.  If the winds get up to 30 MPH the cats are locked in the roofed 
sections until the winds die down. 
 
The platforms and trees are positioned 16 feet from any point on the cage wall, 
cantilever or curtain. 
 
The poles are 18 foot long, 3 inch steel pipes, sunk in concrete, at 10 foot 
intervals. 
 
Maintenance to the trees, grass and foliage is done every two weeks, in between 
cats' turns to be on vacation. 
 
Attached is a video we made about the construction and photos of the cage. 
 
Most captive leopards only live to be 10-12 but all of our leopards are over the 
age of 16; 16, 17, 18, 20 and 22.  All but two of these leopards have been 
declawed by former owners as well. 
 
Would you grant us a variance on this cage design for our leopards so that they 
can have the benefit of 2 week vacations where they can run, swim and have an 
unobscured view of the sky? 
 
http://youtu.be/KrF0rRL5DHA 
 
 
 
Remember:  “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of the people 
who are evil, but because of the people who don’t do anything about it.”  Albert 
Einstein 
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Carole Baskin, CEO of Big Cat Rescue 
Author of Big Cat Care - How to Start a Sanctuary<https://itunes.apple.com/us/
book/big-cat-care/id776635518?mt=11> 
Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org<mailto:Carole.Baskin@BigCatRescue.org> 
12802 Easy Street Tampa, FL  33625 
Office 813.920.4130 Cell 813.493.4564 Fax 885.4457 
 
Celebrating 21 Years (1992-2014) of Caring for cats ♥ Ending the trade 
 
YouTube:  Watch us on BigCatTV.com<http://www.youtube.com/bigcatrescue> 
More than 85 million views 
 
Facebook:  Join more than 500,000 Big Cat Rescue fans http://www.facebook.
com/BigCatRescue 
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